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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Rev. Mike Daly 

As we prepare for Advent and Christmas, it is good to 
reflect and be challenged by the spiritual work of the 
season. The bible reminds us that "sleep" is a 
prevailing posture for the church. In the Book of Acts 
for example, some of the most important intrusions of 
God, such as the revelation to Peter (in Acts 10) and 
the release of Peter from prison (in Acts 12), occur 
while the church and its leaders are fast asleep. Jesus 
urged us to stay awake in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-
42), but we fell asleep. 
  
Now, as we move through Advent, the church 
continues to have difficulty keeping attentive to what is 
at hand. Jesus urges us to, "Keep alert, keep watch, 
keep awake" but as Jesus comes and Jesus goes, we 
are often asleep. 
  
Jesus doesn't call dormant disciples. However, it 
seems whenever "the master" is absent, it is an 
occasion for a test of the servants. Can God count on 
us? Everything that the master is, and all that he owns 
has been given to his servants. It begs the question 
what sort of master would leave town and place all that 
he has in the hands of his servants? Remember, we 
are those servants. While a chaplain at the Divinity 
School at Duke, William Willimon once remarked, "The 
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best way to make a young person responsible is to give 
that person great responsibility." 
  
We are waiting here in Advent, "for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" and for that divine presence to be 
with us. But as Willimon says, "We are not waiting for 
the advent of a God whom we do not know. We are 
waiting for the return of the One who knows us and is 
known by us. His promised Kingdom is not a future 
hope, something that might happen by-and-by. His time 
is now; his Kingdom is here. Already, he has put his 
servants in charge, now, each with his work. Now, at 
the office, in the classroom, at the kitchen table the 
master's servants are "in charge, each with his work." 
God, you can count on us! 
  
May you have a blessed Advent season (and a Merry 
Christmas to come) 
 
Faithfully, 
  
Mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUSTEES 

Terry Hennen 

We will be holding a brief "forum" immediately after the service on Sunday, December 16, to 
update the congregation on a variety of financial matters. We will briefly review our current 
financial status, provide an update on our Pledge Drive for 2019, and provide a status report 
on our parking lot project. All members are encouraged to attend. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 
Allen Sloma and Bob Kanzler  

               
                      CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

       Monday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. 
  

Celebrate the birth of Christ through Lessons and 

Carols. Traditional and contemporary music are led 

by the Chancel Choir, soloists, and instrumentalists. 

A candle lit "Silent Night" concludes the service. 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Martha Mendoza, Director of Christian Education 

 

  
  
 
MEET OUR CONFIRMANDS 
The youngsters that make up our Confirmation class have been coming together in many 
ways. On the first Sunday of each month when we celebrate communion, our confirmands 
assist in worship. It's been wonderful having them be a part of the worship team. As a group, 
they also come together to learn more about topics such as the order of worship, why the 
Bible contradicts itself at times, why there are so many versions of the Bible and many other 
topics. Please continue to pray for these amazing students as they explore their faith. 
 

  
 
 
This year's class includes: (left to 
right) Amelia Morrow, Adison Goble, 
Chole Daly, Sejal Reshamwala, 
Martha Mendoza (leader), Payton 
Hicks, Aidan McGarry, Jack Rosen 
and Alex Stone. 
 
 
 

                
 
 



                 SAVE THE DATE  
                   Annual Chili Cook-Off 
               Sunday, January 27, 2019 
                 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
   
Our youth are hosting their Annual Chili Cook-Off fundraiser. It is our hope 
that you will consider attending and maybe even submit your own special 
recipe. For a free-will donation, you will get to sample and vote for your 
favorites. You will also receive a bowl of gourmet chili, toppings, cornbread, 
dessert, and a beverage. Chili entry forms can be found on the hospitality 

table in the foyer. Invite your family and friends to "Stuff the Ballot Box". 
  

ADVENT STUDY SERIES 
Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem 

Wednesdays, December 5 - December 19, 2018 
   
Everyone is welcome to join us for a delicious soup dinner and a meaningful discussion as 
we explore the book, Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton. 
This study highlights the experiences of Mary, Jesus' mother, by looking at key moments from 
Jesus' life and ministry from her perspective.  Please stop by the table in the foyer to sign up 
and to purchase a book ($10). Books are also available for purchase in the church office or 
by contacting Dorothy Hamby at gummydot@aol.com or 630 779-6294. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Dan Briggs, chair 

                 All Church Magi Gift Giving Project 
 
One of our church's favorite mission opportunities is the All Church 
Magi Gift Giving Project. Our congregation partners with two churches 
serving economically disadvantaged communities and collects over 
100 Christmas gifts for children ages one year to 15 years old. 
 
If you signed up for a tag, please return your gifts to the church 
(unwrapped or placed in a gift bag) by Sunday, December 9.  

 
Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry! And a special thank you to 
Martha Mendoza and Margaret Chittaro for organizing it this each year! 
 

Mission Rides 
 

 Please call Linda Donahue's cell phone at 630-564-5808 if you need 
a ride. You can also call the church office at 630-832-2580. 

  



  
 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Director of Music 

 
On Sunday, December 23rd the Music Ministry will present a Christmas 
Cantata featuring the Chancel Choir, guest singers, and fully orchestrated 
music along with the organ. Expect virtuoso instrumental pieces 
(Transiberian Orchestra) mixed with Choral gospel songs and familiar carols 
with new and fresh harmonization. There is also a beautiful version of "The 
Lord's Prayer" which combines the theme from Rachmaninov's "Variations 
on a Theme by Paganini".  
 
All music is interwoven with a narrative that will celebrate the Christmas 

story. The music will be presented during the worship service at 10:00 a.m. We look forward 
to your presence and hearing you sing along on many of the carols! 
  

 

 

 

 

THE GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn, chair 

Poinsettia Orders  
We will once again be decorating our sanctuary with live poinsettias for 
our Christmas Eve service. They will be ordered from We Grow Dreams 
Greenhouse and Garden Center, the greenhouse in West Chicago that 
provides job training and employment for the developmentally 
disabled.   Look for a sign-up sheet in the Tree of Life foyer to sponsor 
one or more of our poinsettias to take home after our Christmas Eve 
Service to enjoy yourself or give as gifts. At the time of this newsletter's 

printing we don't yet have this year's price but watch the sign up sheet for more information. 
Then send your check directly to the church office or drop it in the offering plate. Just be 
sure to designate your donation for poinsettias.   
 
Congratulations Pop Top Collectors!  
Our latest collection of pop tops was delivered to the Ronald McDonald 
House on November 28th and I am excited to report that we have reached a 
big milestone in our collection efforts. Since we started measuring, we have 
collected over 100,000 pop tops. Wow!!!! 

  
The pop tops are weighed when we drop them off and the number of pop 
tops is estimated based on weight. So, don't worry, no one had to count 
them all. Our cumulative donations now weigh 79.15 pounds. Let's see if 
we can get that number well over 100 pounds by the end of 2019. Put a 
jar out at your holiday parties so when your guests enjoy a beverage, they 
can throw the pop tops in. Then bring them to church and toss them in the 

recycling basket in the Tree of Life Foyer. Together we make a difference. Congratulations 
and keep them coming.   
 



Christmas Lights Recycling 
 
Once again we will be collecting used Christmas tree lights for 
recycling. Bring your lights to church and put them in the box now in 
the Tree of Life Foyer. We will accept Italian mini lights, traditional 
lights, extension cords, rope lights and LED lights in working or non- 
working order, 
from any holiday. Lights will be taken to Elmhurst City Hall to become part of a larger 
collection being done by the community in conjunction with SCARCE. The 
last Sunday to bring lights in will be Sunday, January 6. 
 
Happy holidays from the Green Team 
  

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH  

The Heritage Bunch meets in the parlor the second and fourth Wednesdays each month 
from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Please join us for fellowship and friendship! 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

JE       CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 

   

 
3       Dorothy Hamby 22     Judy Roch                     
6       Margaret Bixler 22     Jean Dixon 
8       Jim DuBois 24     Karen Sloma 
14     Carolee Luppino 25     Nicholas Bresnahan 
15     Dan Briggs 26     Roy Price 
15     Carol Ringhoff 29     Tom Myers 



 
  

  
 
Clare and Jean Jacobi          Ken Stratton          Linda Donahue & Family 
Kim Rudakas                         Roy Price              Mike McGrath’s Family 
Basia Rudy                           Jorge Morales 

  

If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the 
church office at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you!  

 
  

 

 

 

 

JEAN'S POEM 
Jean Schildbach 
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December Event/Room Time 

2 Worship Service- Communion & Baptism 10:00 a.m. 

3 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

5 Advent Dinner & Study - Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

6 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

8 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

8 PADS 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 a.m. 

9 Children's Christmas Pageant-Youth Led Service 10:00 a.m. 

11 Mission Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

12 Heritage Bunch - Parlor 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. 

12 Advent Dinner & Study - Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

13 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

16 Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

16 Trustees Q & A Forum 11:00 a.m. 

18 Trustees Meeting - Blue Room 6:00 p.m. 

18 Council Meeting - Blue Room 7:00 p.m. 

19 Advent Dinner & Study - Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

20 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

23 Sunday Worship Service- Christmas Cantata 10:00 a.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service-Lessons and Carols 7:00 p.m. 

26 Heritage Bunch - Parlor 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. 

27 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

   
 


