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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Rev. Mike Daly 

Thanks to some youth at church, including my 
daughter Chloe, I have discovered the Avengers 
movies. The Avengers are superheroes from 
Marvel Comics. These movies are fantastic 
(although I thought Avengers: Endgame was a 
little over-hyped). In spirit of remembering how 
these superhero architypes can inspire us, I 
thought I would share this UCC Daily Devotional 
by Richard Floyd. UCC Daily Devotionals can be 
found on the UCC website. This is a good 
reminder that our call is not to live up to the 
hype but rather to live by faith and simply be 
authentic and sincere. 
Richard Floyd writes: "Sometimes when I study 
the acts and miracles of the Apostles, I am 
envious. I marvel at the extraordinary signs and 
wonders accomplished in Jesus' name, the great 
crowds they brought into the church, and the 
numerous people they healed. 
The mainline church, in whose rocky vineyards I 
long labored, had already been in numerical 
decline for over a decade before I began my 
ministry. Every congregation I served struggled to 
attract new members and maintain adequate 
budgets for its ministries and mission. 

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK6
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK11
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK22
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK27
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK32
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK37
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK79
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK43
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1132852245332&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK47
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The Apostles, on the other hand, seemed to have 
had the superpowers of Marvel superheroes. 
People held Peter in such awe and esteem that 
they brought their sick from miles around just in 
case his shadow might fall on them and heal 
them. That never happened to me. 
Still, I did experience signs and wonders. They 
took place quietly in Bible studies, in hospital 
rooms, at gravesides, in worship, when lives were 
shaped and changed by the good news about 
Jesus. 
Acts, according to the commentators, is "highly 
idealized." I sure hope so! Otherwise their 
ministries and ours would bear so little 
resemblance to the Apostles' ministries as to 
invite fatigue if not despair. I suspect it was 
otherwise. Like us, they didn't have superpowers, 
just faith, and that was enough. It has never been 
easy to be a follower of Jesus Christ. It was never 
meant to be." 

Faithfully, 
Mike 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 

It's shaping up to be a busy summer here at 
FCC!  We’ve kicked off the water remediation 
project during which a substantial portion of the 
church's basement will be retiled and 
painted. The goal is to complete this project prior 
to the August 5th launch of this year's DeColores 
program; and once DeColores has concluded, 
we are optimistic that construction of the parking 
lot will begin soon thereafter. Stay tuned for 
additional details as we'll be firming up plans and 
announcing the schedule for our parking lot 
renovation once contractors have been selected. 
  
I'd personally like to thank everyone who has 
contributed their time to these projects, 
especially Terry Hennen and the Trustees who 
have spent a significant amount of their 
time overseeing both initiatives.  
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THE TRUSTEES 

Terry Hennen 

Water Remediation 
Water seepage in the lower level of our building has been a recurring problem for many years. By the 
time you read this newsletter, those problems should be well on their way to a permanent fix, meaning 
no more wet floors, musty smells or mold. Permaseal arrived on June 27 to begin the installation of new 
"drain tiles" around the perimeter of the Tree Town classrooms where the problem is focused. The drain 
tiles will connect to two new sump pits with high-capacity pumps that will keep our building dry. 
Over the years, the seeping water has taken a toll on the tile floors, so within the next month, those 
floors will be replaced. To prepare for that step we had the old tiles (and glue) removed last week. It's no 
secret that old floor tiles contain a small amount of asbestos, so we had a specially licensed contractor 
do the job to ensure that it was done safely. Immediately after this tile removal job was completed we 
had an air quality test performed to guarantee the results. We passed with flying colors. 
 
During the month of July we are planning to repair some water damaged walls and paint the classrooms 
where needed. The new floor tile should be installed near the end of the month. 
All of the above comes with a hefty price tag so we are stretching our budget and savings to the max to 
get it done. Somehow, our church always seems to step up to the challenge as I am sure we will do this 
time around. That flow of generosity has already begun as we just received a substantial donation from 
long-time member Bob Tracy, specifically designated for the water remediation. A big THANK YOU to 
Bob from the entire congregation! 
 
 
 

            
 
 

 



 
 
 

           
 
 
 

           



           
                       
 
Brief Notes 

 A portion of the parking lot has officially gone up for sale. A sign is up on Kenilworth and the lot is 
listed on the MLS where any realtor can see it. (Check out the photo for a bird's eye view.) 

 Jennifer Hennen is looking for a few more small contributions to cover the cost of inoculating our 
Elm Tree. $100 is still needed. 

 A mailbox has been installed outside, right next to the glass doors leading up to the church office. 
It is secure and can be used by anyone for after-hours drop-offs of letters, etc. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Will Baumgartner, Jan Davis, Don Haraf, Dave Schacht 

 
Please consider donating flowers for our worship service on Sundays. You can sign up on 
the flower sign-up poster in the foyer. Dedicating altar flowers is a wonderful way to 
celebrate and honor family and friends. Please note the price of the flower 
arrangements is $30 per arrangement, and on the Sundays where no one signed up, 
there will be no arrangements purchased.  
 
You are welcome to bring your flowers home after worship, give them to someone special in your life or 
ask to have the church get them to someone who might enjoy them throughout the week. 
 

New sign-up sheets for Sunday scripture readers have been posted on the church hallway bulletin board. 
Please consider contributing to worship by being a scripture reader. When signing up please indicate 
your email address so we can send you the reading ahead of time. 

 
 
                                           Parlor Hosts Needed!   
 
One of the things we all enjoy about Sunday mornings is our fellowship time in the 
parlor after the service. Won't you please consider being a parlor host? The 
commitment is only about one Sunday per quarter. Duties include making coffee, 
providing goodies (home baked, bakery or store bought), and cleaning up.  

 
Please email elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net if you are able to have your name added to the parlor host list. 
Thank you! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen 
Sloma, Carrie Stone 

 
BACK HOME! 
2019 Youth Work Trip 
By Martha Mendoza 
  
Our work trip to Lac Du Flambeau, Wisconsin was a wonderful eye opening experience! 
Besides the physical work that we carried out at 9 different homes, the cultural 
exposure was one of a kind! 
 



All work teams made sure to befriend the residents of each home we worked at. It was moving to have 
the people of the Ojibwe nation open their homes and hearts to us. The trip was an authentic 
opportunity that will remain in each of our hearts and minds. We thank God for the opportunity to be a 
part of a church that exposes its youth to the importance of being respectful of all the Creator's people. 
  
Without a doubt there were some challenges with the housing and adapting to our environment and 
each other, but the cultural immersion experience was well worth it. I am so proud to be a part of a 
community of faith that intentionally reaches out to others that are different. The youth and adults that 
made up our delegation have much to share and it's our hope that you will make the time to come 
church on Sunday, September 8 to the 10:00 a.m. worship service and hear our story during the work 
trip presentation.  
 
 

            

 
 
 
 
 

             
                                  Youth Service Project 
                                 Sunday, July 21, 2019 
                                10: 00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 
All youth and young adults are cordially invited to take part in our church grounds 

clean up service project. If you are in 7th grade or older, come on out and join us for two hours of clean 
up and lunch. Our church needs YOU! The weeds are taking over! The more of us come out to work on 
cleaning up the grounds around our parking lot, the more can get done. Bring work gloves-there are 
some pretty thorny weeds throughout the grounds. 
 
Parents, please talk to your youth about being a part of this service project. These service hours can go 
towards National Honor Society, scouts and other clubs and sport groups that require service hours. 
 
 

 
  



 
De Colores Children's Conversational 

 Spanish Program 
Monday, August 5 through Friday, August 9 

 
Our De Colores camp is fast approaching! We are very 

grateful to those of you that are giving your time and talent to carry out this ministry. If you are unable 
to give time, please consider making a donation toward this innovative ministry. There are a lot of costs 
involved in executing this effort. You can give online by going to www.elmhurstucc.org and pressing and 
following the green give square. Donations can also be made by check to the church, please write De 
Colores on the memo line of your check so it gets credited to this ministry. Our church is also part of the 
tithe.ly mobile giving app which is easy to join and give through.  
 
Please continue to pray for this ministry as we enter our 5th year.  
 
Thank you, Martha Mendoza 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Kim Brigman, Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 

                                              Mission Ride Program 
 
As your travel increases during the summer months, please remember to think of 
our church's Mission Rides program whenever you need a ride to the airport. For a 

donation, one of our drivers will get you where you need to go. 
 Please call Linda Donahue at (630) 564-5808 to schedule a ride. Thank you to Linda and all our 
dedicated drivers! 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our annual collection for Teen 
Parent Connection. Our collection ran from Mother's Day to Father's Day 
and we received almost $1200 to send to them!  We appreciate your 
ongoing commitment to our church's outreach programs. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

  

As the summer progresses so to does the music ministry. The members of the 
Chancel Choir once again dedicate themselves to a summer full of practicing and 
singing on Sunday mornings. Look forward to some more fun piano and organ 
duets as Jim prepares some new pieces. Once again we welcome anyone who is 
interested in being part of the choir to join us! Speak to Jim after the service or 
email him at jimmolinamusic.com. 

http://www.elmhurstucc.org/
http://jimmolinamusic.com/


 
 

 

 

 

THE GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 

Last Chance to Pick Up Compost 
  
We still have some compost left in the parking lot from 
the Green Garden Fair. It will need to be cleaned up soon. 
So if you think your garden could benefit by a 
midsummer pick me up, bring your shovel and some 
buckets or garbage cans and fill them up before it all 
disappears. Then make whatever donation you feel is 
appropriate to the church office. Be sure to mark it as 
being for compost. Thanks! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Re. Jan Davis 

Heritage Bunch meets regularly on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month.  
Drop-in guests and surprises occur every month. Males and females are welcome. 
     Just bring a "show and tell" or "rose or thorn" or just listening thoughtful ears.  

 
10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in the parlor. 

All are welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 

 

 July    

 1  Dave Ogdon 14 Jeff Morrow 

 4 Nancy Walters 16 Janet Russell 

 7 Paul Loss 23 Tammy Hicks 

 8 Mark Swanson 25 Mike Hennel 

 8 Alex Stone 26 Nolan Dubois 

 11 Jordan Marinez  29 Phoebe Daly 

 11 John Hamby 29 Becky Swanson 

 13 Shirley Myers   
 



     

 

 

 

 Clare and Jean Jacobi Mike Magana Roberta King  

 Kim Rudakas Amy Lynch Fred "Rick" Leppien  

 Basia Rudy Betsy Schultz Leonard & Carzoli Families  

 Ken Stratton Janet Russell Bobbie Schultz  

 
If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

July Event/Room Time  

7 Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m.  

9 Board of Christian Ed Meeting 7:00 p.m.  

10 Heritage Bunch  10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

11 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  

14 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.  

16 Trustees Meeting 6:00 p.m.  

18 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  

21 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.  

22 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.  

24 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

25 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 p.m.  

28 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.  
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