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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Rev. Mike Daly 

Are you like me and make wish lists? How often do we think about 

what we don't have? How often do our children or we say, "I want, or 

I need."  How much better would our lives be if we had "this" or 

"that"? Advertisers are relentless at any time of year, but the closer 

we get to Christmas, the gloves come off. In every store, the aisles are 

stocked up with Christmas, Christmas, Christmas. We are barraged 

with persuasive messaging to unleash our desires and think 

about what we want and what we don't have.  

Aren't there better places to turn our attention? As we enter 

November, remember this is intended to be a much different month 

in which we emphasize much different priorities. November is meant 

to think about what we have and to give thanks; for family, friends, 

neighbors, health, loving relationship, caring moments.....  

On Sunday mornings, we give thanks for the many ways that people 

give of their time, talent, and treasure. Every Sunday in November we 

will give thanks in the following ways.  

November 3 

All Saints Sunday, we give thanks for the saints of the church - past 

and present - whose lives were an example of faithful living and whose 

generous spirits continue to influence our ministries.  
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November 11 

Veteran's Day Sunday, we give thanks for our veterans and all 

veterans whose lives and service to our country ensure freedom and 

liberty.  

November 17 

We give thanks for the blessings of our music ministry and honor 

former choir members Bert and Jean. 

November 24 

We give thanks for the "harvest" and begin to celebrate Thanksgiving 

and the Hanging of the Greens.   

So many blessings, so many opportunities to serve, so many ways to 

connect, so many avenues to be the hands and feet of Christ. Let us 

enter this month focused on what we have and what we have been 

given. Thanks be to God. 

Faithfully, 

Mike 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 

Last Sunday was Stewardship Consecration Sunday and I'm very happy 

to report that we're off to a great start with our pledge 

commitments!  We began this year's drive early to give our Council 

and Trustees more time to work on the budget. Pledge cards will be 

collected over the next few Sundays, so please be sure to fill one out 

when you have a chance. 

Also, we have formed the Nominating Committee and are starting the 

process to recruit a Moderator for next year.  Please see the 

description below and let me know if you are interested or have any 

questions about the Moderator role. 

Interested in being next year's Moderator? Here's what it's all about. 

The Moderator is one of four officers of the church.  The role of the 

Moderator is to ... 

 Preside over all called congregational meetings. This includes 
the Annual Meeting and any other special meetings that may 
be scheduled. 

mailto:elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.elmhurstucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalUCCofElmhurst/


 Chair the church Council, which currently meets six times a 
year. 

 Facilitate the church's strategic initiatives, but not serve as the 
actual owner of the initiatives. This most recently has included 
overseeing the redevelopment of the website, streamlining 
Council meetings and helping facilitate churchwide initiatives 
like DeColores. 

 Appoint and lead the Nominating Committee. 
 Coordinate the budgeting process between the Council and 

Trustees. 

The time required to carry out the Moderator role has diminished over 

recent years because we decreased our Council meetings to only six 

times per year and eliminated the task of handing Sunday morning 

announcements during service. 

I look forward to hearing from any of you who would like to volunteer 

for this role.  It truly is a rewarding experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES 

Terry Hennen 

we're on a 

 

We have ended the formal part of our Stewardship/Pledge Drive for 2020 and are currently at 75% of our dollar 

goal. Thank you to all those who have pledged. If you haven't already made your commitment, we ask that you 

search your heart to decide what you can do to financially support the mission and ministry of your church. 

A pledge to support your church financially is an important spiritual exercise, which allows you to reflect on the 

gifts God gives to you. In turn, you express your thanks for those gifts by giving back to your church. It also 

represents the importance of spiritual life and commitment to a growing relationship with God and First 

Congregational. Your pledge is a true expression of your faith. 

The Trustees and Council will be working hard to finalize our church budget in the coming weeks and it is essential 

for them to know where we stand financially. If you need a Pledge Card, please call the church office at 630-832-

2580 or pick one up at Sunday service. Completed cards can be mailed in, delivered to the church office, or 

dropped in the collection plate on Sunday. Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Jan Davis, Don Haraf, Dave Schacht, Will Baumgartner 

                           All Church Service Project, Sunday, November 24 
                                                 Hanging of the Greens 
 
As we prepare to welcome the Advent Season, please join us for an all church service 

project on Sunday, November 24. 

Immediately after worship, all are invited to help decorate our sanctuary, foyer and 

parlor. We hope you will be able to join us as we get our church ready for the season.   

 

 

                                   Please join us for Homecoming Sunday 

                                            Sunday, December 1, 2019 

 

The Council wishes to re-establish a church tradition- Homecoming Sunday. What is 

Homecoming Sunday? It is an opportunity for current and former church members to 

reconnect with old friends. Families relocated recently? Local members who have been 

away from church? College students away but in town for the long weekend? Come to 

service on Sunday December 1 and reminisce. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen Sloma, 

Carrie Stone 

 

                     Important Dates for Confirmation Parents to Record 

As part of our Confirmation program, confirmands are to assist with each month's 

Communion Sunday service and attend classes throughout the year. 

Here is the schedule for this month: 

Sunday, November 3 

Parents, please have your confirmands in the sanctuary by 9:15 a.m. so we can go over their participation in the 

Communion Sunday service.  

 



Sunday, November 10 

Confirmands are meeting from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Youth Room on the upper level for an important 

class.  

Parents, please make sure to have your 7th and 8th graders present at both the November 3rd and 10th services 

and class. Thank you, Martha Mendoza 

 

Children's Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Schedule 

During this month of November our pageant rehearsals take place during Sunday 

School. The success of our pageant truly depends on parents and their children's 

participation. Parents, please talk to your children and encourage them to be a 

part of this gift we give our families, congregation and God.  

Our first pageant rehearsal is Sunday, November 3 during Sunday School. We 

have 10 very special roles in the pageant that we need carried out by children in 

elementary and middle school.  

Pageant Rehearsals: 

1st Rehearsal:  Sunday, November 3 - 10:00 a.m 

2nd Rehearsal:  Sunday, November 10 - 10:00 a.m. 

3rd Rehearsal:  Sunday, November 17 - 10:00 a.m. 

4th Rehearsal:  Sunday, November 24 - 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tentative Dates (pending children's and parents availability): 

Saturday, November 16 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. OR 

Saturday, November 24 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Last and Most Important Rehearsal: 

Saturday, December 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Pageant Performance: 

Sunday, December 8 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Youth in 7th through 12th grade are invited along with a parent to our 2020 Work Trip 

Meeting this Sunday, November 3, 2019 to pick up registration forms and hear all about 

our plans for our 2020 summer work trip to the Island of Puerto Rico. We are meeting in 

the Youth Room on the upper level immediately after worship at 11:00 a.m. 



You're invited to our Men's Fellowship Night 

 

"Pivotal Faith Encounters" 

Special Guest Rev. Tom Henry  

 

Monday, November 4, 2019  

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Church Parlor 

 

 Fun, laughs and a men's discussion led by Rev. Tom Henry,  

  retired senior minister of St. Pauls UCC in Chicago. 

 

Light refreshments and beverages will be available.   

Please invite a neighbor and a friend. No RSVP required. 

 

Hope you can join us! 
 

  

 

 

     Paint a landscape. Sip wine.  

    Enjoy snacks. HELP PEOPLE! 

 

                         Thursday, November 14 

                            7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  $30 

                        First Congregational UCC 

              235 S. Kenilworth Avenue, Elmhurst 

 

Please join us for a fundraiser for our next work trip to Puerto Rico. Our member, local artist and high school art 

teacher Lynette Rosen will lead and instruct us in painting our very own landscape. No experience necessary!  

Our night will include painting, snacks, wine & fun. Please invite your friends! 

Reserve your spot by clicking this link: bit.ly/paint4PR  or by calling the church office at 630 832-2580.  

Payment will be received the night of the event.  

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/paint4PR


 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Kim Brigman, Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 

  

                        All Church Magi Star Gift Giving Project 

In the tradition of the Magi who brought gifts to the child Jesus, the Mission Board is 

partnering with the Board of Christian Ed to continue our annual Magi Star Gift Giving 

Project. As a response to being good neighbors and collaborating with churches serving 

economically disadvantaged communities, we are collecting gifts for children ages one year 

to 16 years old. Gift tags are available in a basket in the church foyer. Please take a tag (or two or three!) and write 

your name next to the gift tag number(s) on the sign-up sheet.  

You can also donate funds by check or online to have the church purchase gifts on your behalf. If submitting a 

check, please write Magi Star Gift Giving Project on the memo line. Online donations are accepted by going to our 

TITHE.LY giving app on your phone or computer and selecting Magi Star Gift Giving Project.  

Gift prices should be no less than $20.00 and turned into the church unwrapped by Sunday, December 8. 

Together we can put a smile on a youngster's face during the Christmas and Epiphany Season. 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

On Sunday, Nov. 17, the Music Ministry will honor and celebrate the many years of Bertha Hahn and 

Jean Schildbach's dedication to singing in the choir. Jean's singing began in 1926 on Christmas Eve, 

she sang with the choir dressed as an angel. Though Bert cannot recall when she started with the 

choir, she has been singing for over 50 years. Join us as we honor them with a commemorative gift 

and a reception afterwards. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 

Green Team Tip of the Month - November 

Once again the Green Team is initiating a partnership with SCARCE on a project 

and we're asking for your help. Please save your bag tags, those little plastic 

"clips" used to close your bread and other bags. We'll have a basket in the Tree of 



Life Foyer to collect them. When we get a critical mass, we'll take them to SCARCE's office in Glen Ellyn who will 

share them with a 501 C(3) organization called "Danielle Cares for 

Chairs".  https://daniellecaresforch.wixsite.com/daniellecareforchair   The organization will take the bread tags 

to a recycling plant which provides funds that are then used to purchase wheel chairs for those who can't afford 

their own. 

Not only will you be helping someone become more mobile, but you'll be keeping small bits of plastic out of our 

landfills. The bag tags can't be recycled because standard recycling plants aren't equipped to handle their tiny 

size. Also, they are made out of #6 plastic, which is not recyclable in the normal process. 

It takes about 260,000 bread tags to purchase a wheel chair, but together we have collected well over 100,000 

pop tops for Ronald McDonald house. We're confident we can make a difference with our bread tags too. And 

keep those pop tops coming!   

The Green Team - Jennifer Hennen, Don Haraf, Carolee Luppino, Gail Ogdon, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob 

Tracy 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Rev. Jan Davis 

Heritage Bunch meets regularly on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month.  

Drop-in guests and surprises occur every month. Males and females are welcome. 

     Just bring a "show and tell" or "rose or thorn" or just listening thoughtful ears.  

 

10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in the parlor. 

 

All are welcome! 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Elmhurst College 

The Elmhurst Learning and Success Academy (ELSA) at Elmhurst College  

is an incredible college experience program for young adults with differing abilities. 

ELSA is a four-year, post-secondary certificate program for young adults, ages 18-28, 

with differing abilities.  

There will be an ELSA Preview Day Event on Friday, November 22, starting at 9:30 a.m. 

and includes lunch with students and staff. 

For more information please contact Megan Wajda. Email: megan.wajda@elmhurst.edu 

https://daniellecaresforch.wixsite.com/daniellecareforchair
mailto:megan.wajda@elmhurst.edu


 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 

 

 

26 Payton Hicks 
28 Kim Brigman 

 
 
 
 

 

      Clare and Jean Jacobi      Mike Magana        Fred "Rick" Leppien        Randy Price 

       Kim Rudakas      Amy Lynch        Susan Graybill        Phyllis Crosley 

       Basia Rudy      Betsy Schultz        Angela Burrell        Jeff Sloma 

       Ken Stratton      Roberta King        Jorge Morales        Jean Schildbach 

 

If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 

at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

 

November Event/Room Time 

3 Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

3 Summer Work Trip Meeting 11:00 a.m. 

4 Men's Fellowship- Church Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

6 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

10 Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

13 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

13 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

14 Art Party for Puerto Rico Fundraiser 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

17 Sunday Worship Service - Stewardship Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

17 Music Committee Reception 11:00 a.m. 

20 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

24 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

24 Hanging of the Greens 11:00 a.m. 

27 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m 

27 Choir Rehearsal  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


