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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Rev. Mike Daly 

'Tis the season! Lots of fun parties, lots of holiday 
baking, and lots of Christmas presents to buy! 
With so much going on, do you ever think about 
what you will spend this month? Have you 
thought about that? Do you have a budget 
prepared? 
I'm not talking about a financial budget, although 
it is wise to set a careful budget and watch your 
spending at this time of year. It's easy to get 
swept up in discounts, sales, and promotions. As 
a colleague once said, "If you're not careful, 
another gift will find you in the New Year, a 
credit card bill!" 
 
When I mention a budget, I mean your time - 
how will you spend your time this month? How 
will you prepare your heart, your soul, your 
home, and your family, not only welcome guests 
and family but also to welcome Jesus and 
celebrate Christ's birth? 
 
I hope you will find time to enjoy busy shopping 
malls with strangers and worshiping in a 
beautiful sanctuary with friends. I hope you will 
find time sing 'Frosty the Snowman' and 'O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel.' I hope you will find 
time to transform suffering and speak words of 
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love to open yourself to the gifts and blessings of 
the season. 
 

Pre-Christian is a season to get caught up in the 
joy and festivities of the holidays. Advent is a 
season to be mindful of anticipation and hope. In 
the spirit of the seasons of Advent and Christmas, 
we prepare our hearts with an investment of 
time. We appreciate all that is good and for all 
the good still yet to come. 
  
Merry Christmas! 
Mike 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 

I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing 
Thanksgiving this past week.  What a wonderful 
time to reflect on - and give thanks for - God's 
protection and blessings.  
  
While Thanksgiving is behind us now, it's a very 
busy time of the year as we wrap up our pledge 
drive, nominate members to our boards, and 
finalize the budget.  
  
Any interest in becoming a member of the 
Trustees or Diaconate?  
The Nominating Committee is still looking for 
volunteers and would love to hear from 
you.  Please contact me if you'd like more 
information about the responsibilities of both 
groups and I will gladly answer any questions 
that you might have. You can reach me at (630) 
235-6743 or by email at 
mike.hennel@silvon.com. 
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THE TRUSTEES 

Gail Ogdon 

 "Giving December" Opportunity! 
 
The Trustees are pleased and excited to announce an offer from the Endowment Fund Committee to 
enhance our church campaign to raise funds for building improvements. They have generously offered 
to match all donations made to the Building Fund during the month of December up to $5000! This 
means your donation will have double the impact and the Trustees will be able to start soon to 
implement the items on our "Wish List". 
  
As you may remember, in September the church kicked off a "Building to Grow" campaign to get some 
much needed building items complete that are beyond the scope of our budget. Many thanks to those 
who have already given to get the ball rolling on the campaign. To date we have received $11,000 in 
donations and promises from others waiting to implement their year-end giving plan. 
  
To refresh our members on the campaign, the past few years the building structure and its systems have 
been evaluated and much maintenance that had fallen off our radar is now back on schedule. We now 
are confident that we have a good handle on what is needed to keep things in tip top shape going 
forward. 
  
As we realize our budget cannot cover all of these expenses in the next few years, the Church Wish List is 
presented for our congregation member's consideration to give as they are able towards our future 
projects. All donations will go into a Building Fund and be used for projects on this list. 
  
The Trustees are very grateful for Endowment Fund's December donation matching initiative and in the 
spirit of the season want to give a big thank you to the Committee for helping our congregation enhance 
our goals and efforts. So whether you're able to give $20, $200 or $2000 the impact of this match will be 
great. Thank you in advance for your consideration of this opportunity to give. Happy Holidays to all! 
 

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Jan Davis, Don Haraf, Dave Schacht, Will Baumgartner 

 
                             Please join us for Homecoming Sunday 
                                       Today, December 1, 2019 
 
Please join us at church this morning as we revive our tradition of the Homecoming 
Service. We will be celebrating Homecoming, taking the time to look back over the 
blessings of the past year and forward into the future with anticipation for what 
the Lord is going to do in the year to come. It is also a time for those who have 
been a part of our church body in the past or who have been away at school to 
"come home" and join us to celebrate their time as part of our Congregation. 
 
 
 

 



 
Please join us for our special 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. 

  
Celebrate the birth of Christ through Lessons and Carols. Traditional and contemporary music are led by 
the Chancel Choir, soloists, and instrumentalists. A candle lit "Silent Night" concludes the service.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen 
Sloma, Carrie Stone 

  
Advent Study Series 

"Because of Bethlehem 
Love is Born and Hope is Here" 

 
Wednesday Evenings, December 4, 11, & 18 

6:30 -8:00 p.m.   Church Parlor 
  

Join us for a delicious soup dinner and a meaningful discussion as we explore "Because of Bethlehem 
Love is Born and Hope is Here!", a study by Max Lucado led by Rev. Daly. Please stop by the table in the 
foyer to sign up and to purchase a study guide ($5). Everyone is welcome! "Every day can be Christmas; 
every heart can be a manger." 
 

        



Youth in 7th through 12th grade are invited along with a parent to our  
2020 Work Trip Meeting Sunday, December 15, 2019 to pick up registration forms and 
hear all about our plans for our 2020 summer work trip to the Island of Puerto Rico. We 
are meeting in the Youth Room on the upper level immediately after worship at 11:00 
a.m. 
 

 
 
 

                                           Youth Service Project 
                                  Saturday, December 28, 2019 
                                                 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
 

All youth from 6th through 12th grade are invited to attend our winter break service project to the Feed 
My Starving Children (FMSC) food site in Aurora, Illinois. We will meet at First Church at 1:00 p.m. and 
carpool to FMSC.  Adult drivers/chaperones are needed. Young adults off of school and friends are 
welcome. 
 
As part of Feed My Starving Children Holiday Program, the total weight of the food we packed will be 
matched by a monetary donation by a local corporation. This makes our efforts a double blessing. 
 

Please RSVP your youth by contacting Martha Mendoza 
marta.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 

630 440-1187 
 

 

                                                                                      Save the Date! 
                                                          Annual Chili Cook-Off Youth Fundraiser 
                                                                        Sunday, January 26, 2020 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Kim Brigman, Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 

  
                          All Church Magi Star Gift Giving Project 
 
One of our church's favorite mission opportunities is the All Church Magi Gift 
Giving Project. Our congregation partners with two churches serving economically 
disadvantaged communities and collects over 100 Christmas gifts for children ages 
one year to 16 years old. Gift prices should be no less than $20.00 and turned into 



the church unwrapped (placed in a Christmas gift bag if possible) by Sunday, December 8. You can also 
donate funds by check or online to have the church purchase gifts on your behalf. If submitting a 
check, please write Magi Star Gift Giving Project on the memo line. Online donations are accepted by 
going to our TITHE.LY giving app on your phone or computer and selecting Magi Star Gift Giving Project.  
  

                       Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry! 
 
 

 
Grace Café  

Monday, January 6, 2020 
First Congregational UCC 

  
Grace Café is a night where churches throughout Elmhurst take turns 

opening their doors to the Elmhurst community to serve a delicious, hot meal to anyone who wants to 
come in. Our church will host Grace Café on Monday, January 6, 2020 in Fellowship Hall from 5:00 - 6:30 
pm. 
  
This program began because there was a need right here in our community. While there are food pantries 
to turn to, this is meant to be a special night-out where people can find not just food, but a home-cooked 
meal and fellowship with people who care. 
  
We are expecting over 100 guests for our upcoming dinner and we need your help to set up, clean up, 
serve or to simply make our guests feel welcome. We are also looking for volunteers to provide various 
food items for the dinner. 
  
A Sign-Up Genius will be sent in the next few weeks with details on how you can help. This is a rewarding 
opportunity to serve those in need in our community. Please contact Kim Brigman at 
brigmankb@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

  
On Sunday, December 15, the Music Ministry will honor and celebrate the many years 
of Bertha Hahn and Jean Schildbach's dedication to singing in the choir. Jean's singing 
began in 1926 on Christmas Eve, she sang with the choir dressed as an angel. Though 
Bert cannot recall when she started with the choir, she has been singing for over 50 
years. Join us as we honor them with a commemorative gift and a reception afterwards. 
 
 
 

 



 
The Music Ministry, under the direction of Jim Molina will be 
presenting an exciting Christmas Cantata on 
Sunday, December 22 at 10:00 a.m. It will feature the Chancel 
Choir along with soloists Michelle Maiers, Meg McGarry, 
Kevin Loeper, and Al Thurkow. Dave Benziger will perform 
again a great guitar instrumental that will feature his 
wonderful talent. A special music offering will help further the 
music ministry and it's financial needs. We look forward to 
bringing in the Christmas Spirit with our music! 
 

 

 

 

 

GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 

Christmas Lights Recycling 
Once again we will be collecting used Christmas tree lights for recycling. 
You can bring your lights to church and put them in the box in the Tree of 
Life Foyer. We will accept Italian mini lights, traditional lights, extension 
cords, rope lights and LED lights in working or non-working order, from 
any holiday. Lights will be taken to Elmhurst City Hall to become part of a 
larger collection being done by the community. Please bring your lights 
no later than Sunday, January 5th. 
  
And a Green Team Tip for December 
Some but not all of your beautiful Christmas wrapping paper can be recycled. The simple kind is 
definitely recyclable, but not foil paper, or any with glitter or velvety flocking. Remove all tape and bows 
or ribbons before recycling.   
  
Similar rules apply to Christmas cards. Simple ones can be recycled but any printed on photo or metallic 
paper, or any with glitter on them should go in the trash.   
  
Happy holidays from the Green Team! 
  
Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Gail Ogdon, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob Tracy 
 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Rev. Jan Davis 

HOLIDAY DATES FOR HERITAGE BUNCH 
Heritage Bunch will not meet the fourth Wednesday, November 27. In December, the group will meet 
on the first Wednesday, December 4 and the third Wednesday, December 18th. The time, the place, 
and the love of fun and lively conversation will remain the same. 



 
 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS MARTHA! 

20 Year Anniversary of Working at First Church 

 

           Congratulations Martha! 
 
Today, December 1, 2019 Martha Mendoza celebrates 20 years with us 
at First Church. She has made First Church a welcoming, vibrant 
learning place for all of our children. 
 

Martha has made an impact on our youth through her diligent work in bringing God into their lives 
through her teaching, service projects and mission trips. Our youth have 
had the good fortune to have her not only as their youth director, but 
also their spiritual mentor and friend all these years.   
 
Thank you Martha for your 20 years of service to First Church and God. 
 

We love you and are blessed to have you among us!  

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Elmhurst College 

The Elmhurst College Festival of Lessons and Carols 
Friday, Dec. 6, in Hammerschmidt Memorial Chapel. Two performances, 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. The 
event is free and all are welcome. For more information, call (630) 617-5186. 
 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

 

3 Dorothy Hamby  16 Pam McCann 

6 Margaret Bixler 22 Jean Dixon 

8 Jim DuBois 24 Karen Sloma 

14 Carolee Lupino 25 Nicholas Bresnahan 

15 Carol Ringhoff 29 Tom Myers 
 



 

  

                  Clare and Jean Jacobi Amy Lynch Jean Schildbach 

                  Kim Rudakas Betsy Schultz Bertha Hahn 

                  Basia Rudy Fred "Rick" Leppien Jan Russell 

                  Ken Stratton Angela Burrell The Remy Family 

                  Mike Magana Phyllis Crosley Laurie Myers  

 
If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

December Event/Room Time 

1 Sunday Worship Service- Homecoming Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

3 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

4 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

4 Advent Study- Church Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

4 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

7 Children's Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

8 Youth-Led Worship Service with Christmas Pageant 10:00 a.m. 

11 Advent Study- Church Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

11 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

15 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

15 Mission Trip Meeting 11:00 a.m. 

15 Music Committee Reception 11:00 a.m. 
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18 Heritage Bunch Holiday Party 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 

18 Advent Study- Church Parlor 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

18 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

22 Sunday Worship Service- Christmas Cantata 10:00 a.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m. 

29 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

TITHE.LY GIVING 

                                                                                                       

                                                                     
                                                             AT CHURCH                     ON THE GO                             AT HOME 
 
Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get started. You'll find 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and secure and goes directly 
to our church. More information is available online at https://get.tithe.ly. 

   

 

https://get.tithe.ly/

