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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Rev. Mike Daly 

I found this reflection and thought I would share 
it with you. It seems like a good one as we all 
enter the New Year. In Ninety-Nine Stories of 
God, Joy Williams tells about a traveler who 
meets three men pushing wheelbarrows. He asks 
them what they are doing. Each gives him a 
different answer. The first said: "I toil from 
sunrise to sunset, and all I receive for my labor is 
a few francs a day." The second said: "I'm happy 
enough to wheel this wheelbarrow, for I have not 
had work for many months, and I have a family to 
feed." The third said: "I'm building Chartres 
Cathedral." 
  
The three workers have different perspectives 
about the work they are doing. The first 
understands the work to be toil for not very much 
reward. The second is grateful for the work so 
that he can feed his family. The third sees a 
greater vision than just pushing a wheelbarrow. 
He is building Chartres Cathedral, something 
extraordinary for God and for people. 
  
If someone asked you about the wheelbarrow 
you are pushing, what would you say? Especially 
in the church, it is easy to be overwhelmed by a 
task, not appreciated, or see little return for our 
effort. Other times, we easily see the greater task 
God has called us to, and we rejoice in it. One of 
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First Congregational UCC Elmhurst 
 
 

 

  

the things about our church I love the most is 
how well we keep seeing and rejoicing in the 
greater tasks for God. 
  
Happy New Year! 
Mike 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 

Greetings, everyone! I hope all of you have been 
enjoying this pleasantly mild holiday season and 
are ready to ring in the New Year 
with refreshed hope and spiritual warmth. 
  
As we close out the year, I'm pleased to 
announce that the parking lot being sold by the 
Church is now under contract and should close 
in early January.  Once that occurs, we will host a 
meeting following one of our Church services to 
update everyone on the sale details along with 
our plans for redeveloping the remaining parking 
lot, which is slated for this summer. 
  
In the meantime, may you and your families 
have a healthy, happy and spiritually fulfilling 
New Year!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES 

Terry Hennen 
 

A "Giving" Success 
 
The Trustees are happy to report that our "Building to Grow" campaign is moving along well. Several 
donations have come in over the past few weeks, and we received an extra boost from the Endowment 
Fund which provided a $10,000 matching donation in December. We now have over $35,000 in 
donations. Many thanks to the Endowment Committee and those individual members and friends who 
have given to the campaign since its inception. 
  
Our "Building to Grow" campaign started last September to fund some major building maintenance 
needs that are beyond the scope of our annual budget.  The list includes such things as a partial roof 
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replacement, new air conditioners for the sanctuary, new floor tile in the lower level, exterior painting, 
etc. 
  
The "Building to Grow" campaign will continue into the new year, so there is still plenty of time for you 
to give.  Our targeted goal is $85,000.  Donations of all sizes are welcome, so please do what you can to 
help us preserve this awesome facility that allows us to do so much good work. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Jan Davis, Don Haraf, Dave Schacht, Will Baumgartner 
 

The new Altar Flower chart is up on the bulletin board outside the sanctuary. Please consider selecting a 
date to honor or celebrate someone close to you. Altar flower arrangements are $30 each and can be 
taken home with you after the service. Thank you! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen 
Sloma, Carrie Stone 

 
Sunday School Service Project 

 
As part of our Christmas festivities, a group of some of our youngest children came together and created 
Christmas wreaths. All of the materials for these wreaths were recycled thanks to our church's Heritage 
Bunch who turned in over 70 Christmas cards. These cards were used to make twelve beautiful wreaths. 
Many of the wreaths now decorate the doors of the homes of residents of Greencastle Senior 
Apartments.  

 
 



 
 
                       Magi Star Gift Giving Project 
 
So grateful to all who participated in our 2019 Magi Star Gift Giving Project. Both 
God Can Ministries and San Lucas United Churches of Christ have repeatedly 
expressed their gratitude to you for your generosity. Thank you for putting a 
smile on the face of a child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Men's Fellowship Night 
"Demystifying Islam" 

 presented by Rev. David Foxgrover  
Tuesday, January 7, 2020 

6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the church parlor 

De-Mystifying Islam is catchy title, but we hope to leave you with more good new questions than when 
we start! David will talk about the basic beliefs and practices of Muslims and we will discuss with some 
of the common "mis-perceptions" about Islam.  

 
Refreshments will be served & invite your friends! 

 
 

 

                        

                          Save the Date! 
     Annual Chili Cook-Off Youth Fundraiser 
                Sunday, January 26, 2020 

 
 
 

 
Please mark your calendars and plan on joining us on Sunday, January 26 immediately after worship for 
our Annual Chili Cook-Off.  There are many ways to be a part of this event: 

 Invite family and friends to join you for this delicious luncheon that supports our church's 2020 
work trip to the Island of Puerto Rico 

 Submit your own special chili recipe and compete. There are three different categories that your 
chili can win under. On the day of the cook off, entries must be at the church by 9:30 a.m. 

Each person attending will get to sample and vote for their favorites. You will also receive a bowl of 
gourmet chili with toppings, cornbread, desserts and a beverage. Chili entry forms can be found by 
clicking on this link:  

 



 
 

Registration is now open for youth! 
 

All youth in 7th through 12th grade are invited to attend our 2020 summer work trip to the US Island of 
Puerto Rico.  

 Our trip takes place from Saturday, June 6 through Saturday, June 13.  
  

 The total cost of the trip per youth is $800. This includes airfare, ground transportation, 
accommodations, food and a snorkeling outing.  
  

 Completed registration forms, consent forms and your $200 nonrefundable deposit needs to be 
turned in by Sunday January 19, 2020. 

For your convenience, you can access these required forms by clicking on the following links: 
2020 Puerto Rico Summer Work Trip Registration Form 

2020 Puerto Rico Summer Work Trip Consent Form 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Kim Brigman, Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 
 

 
  
Please join us as we host Grace Café on Monday, January 6, 2020. Grace Café is a night where churches 
throughout Elmhurst take turns serving a delicious, hot meal to our community. Our church will host Grace 
Café on Monday, January 6, 2020 in Fellowship Hall from 5:00 - 6:30 pm. 
 
We are expecting approximately 120 guests for our upcoming dinner, and we need your help to set up, 
clean up, serve or to simply make our guests feel welcome. Please click the link below to sign up to bring 
a food item or to volunteer to help out that evening. 
 
Thank you in advance for your commitment to this ministry! We wouldn't be able to do it without 
you! Please contact Kim Brigman at brigmankb@yahoo.com if you have any questions.  
 

Link to sign up to donate food and volunteer to help out that evening: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4caaa92eaa8-grace4 

https://files.constantcontact.com/140929b4401/e2be253c-a54a-41d5-9bd4-3de297de8dc5.doc
https://files.constantcontact.com/140929b4401/42364c6a-089d-4361-a6e7-7f452522087b.docx


 
 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

  
On Sunday, December 15, the Music Ministry honored and celebrated the many years of 
Bertha Hahn and Jean Schildbach's dedication to singing in the choir. We express our deepest 
and sincerest gratitude for their many years of lifting their voices in joyful melody. Please 
enjoy this poem written by Jean describing this celebration.  
 

 
  

The Music Ministry wishes everyone a Happy New Year! 



 
 

 

 

 

GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 

 
Green Team Tip of the Month - January, 2020 
  
Don't throw out all those beautiful Christmas cards you just received. Bring 
them in to church. You'll find a box for them on the hospitality table in the Tree 
of Life Foyer. Our youth used them to make beautiful Christmas wreaths for the 
residents at Green Castle this year and would like to do so again next year, if 
they can collect enough cards to do so. Help us plan ahead to give someone a 
Merry Christmas in 2020. 
  
And a few other miscellaneous things: 

 Don't forget that the last Sunday to bring in your Christmas lights for recycling will be January 
5th. 

 Keep those bread tags and pop tops coming and you'll help buy wheelchairs thru "Danielle Cares 
for Chairs" and support families who benefit from the services of "Ronald Mc Donald House". 

 Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 9th for our 2020 Green Garden Fair. 
 Join us for our first Green Team meeting of the year on Sunday, January 12th right after our 

service. 

Happy New Year from the Green Team! 
  
Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Shirley Myers, Gail Ogdon, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, 
Bob Tracy 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Rev. Jan Davis 

 
Heritage Bunch meets regularly on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month 

 from 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in the parlor. 
  

Drop-in guests and surprises occur every month. Males and females are welcome. 
     Just bring a "show and tell" or "rose or thorn" or just listening thoughtful ears.  

 
All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
 
 

 
 

7 Mary Moy Gregg  18 Jim Achen 

8 Jim Mowers 20 Evan Dubois 

10 Sandy DuBois 22 David Vastola 

13 Martin Pacheco 23 Aleta Dallas 

13 Diane Wells 29 Dave Schacht 

14 Miles Schacht 30 Larry Meyer 

16  Paula Fabbri   

  
 
 

  

 

 

  

Clare and Jean Jacobi Mike Magana Angela Burrell 

Kim Rudakas Amy Lynch The Remy Family 

Basia Rudy Fred "Rick" Leppien Jan Russell 

Ken Stratton Betsy Schultz  

 
If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

 
 
 
 

January Event/Room Time 

5 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

6 Grace Cafe 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

7 Men's Fellowship 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

8 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

8 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

12 Sunday Worship Service with Christmas Pageant 10:00 a.m. 

14 Mission Board Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

14 Board of Christian Ed Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

15 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

19 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

21 Trustees Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

15 Music Committee Reception 11:00 a.m. 

22 Heritage Bunch  10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 

26 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

26 Chili Cook Off Youth Fundraiser 11:00 a.m. 

28 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

29 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



TITHE.LY GIVING 

                                                                                                       

                             

                                       AT CHURCH          ON THE GO             AT HOME 
 
Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get started. You'll find 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and secure and goes directly 
to our church. More information is available online at https://get.tithe.ly. 
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