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FROM OUR MINISTER 

Rev. Mike Daly 

There are recent and ongoing events across the planet that 
certainly give us pause - environmental disasters such as the 
devastating fires in Australia, & earthquakes in Puerto Rico. 
Geo-political hostilities are intensifying. As always, we find our 
hope and our strength to take action in God's love. 
  
In a post from 2003, from a faith organization called Faith in 
Process, Mary Kay Sauter has this to say about God's love. 
"God's love transforms us. Through God's love, we are assured 
that someday we will cast off these old shells and be 
transformed into something new. However, we don't need to 
wait until we die to be transformed-to change from beetles to 
dragonflies or caterpillars to butterflies. Meaning filled, faithful 
lives are about transformation and change, about growth and 
new life. A starting place is to trust in God's love for each of us 
and each other. The Christ Spirit lives in each of us-that Spirit 
that was in Jesus-that Spirit of God -this is the resurrection-that 
the Spirit of Christ continues on in those willing to acknowledge 
its presence in ourselves and in each other. It doesn't mean we 
are God; it means that the living Spirit of Christ lives on through 
us. If we treated each other as if we really believed that that 
was true-that the Spirit of God-whatever God is called-lived in 
each of us, the world would be a far different place." 
  
Peace be with you all as we seek to be partners in Christ's 
service and a local ministry for the global good. 
  

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1133813890922&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK6
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1133813890922&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK11
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1133813890922&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK22
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1133813890922&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK104
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1133813890922&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false#LETTER.BLOCK83
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FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 
 

As I reflect on the past year, it's amazing to think about 
everything we accomplished and the momentum we 
established as we've welcomed in the New Year!  
  
Last year, we successfully completed the following initiatives 
and I thank you for your generosity and support in bringing all 
these initiatives to fruition: 

 our launch of the Men's Fellowship Group 
and increased attendance in all of our small group 
programs; 

 renovation of the Treetown space; 
 sale of one parking lot; and, 
 city approval of our plans to redevelop 

the existing parking lot. 

  
In 2020, we expect even more and hope you'll join us at the 
Annual Meeting to hear all about our plans.  The meeting will 
take place on February 23rd.  Please plan to attend so we can 
approve the budget and officers for the year.  We promise ... 
we'll keep it short! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES 

Terry Hennen 
 

A Strong Finish to 2019 
  
The BIG NEWS of the past month has, of course, been the sale of a portion of our parking lot. The sale 
closed on January 10 at a selling price of $825,000 and the buyer plans to break ground for a new 
home on the lot later this year. Until that construction begins, they are very generously allowing us to 
continue using the entire parking lot. 
 
One of the main driving forces behind our selling this property was the need to finance the 
reconstruction of our parking lot. That project is tentatively set to begin in early June. A substantial 
portion of the proceeds from the sale will remain after we pay for the new parking lot. We will discuss 
plans to manage that money at our Annual Meeting in February. 

mailto:elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.elmhurstucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalUCCofElmhurst/


 
The parking lot sale wasn't the only good news from the past month. Our "Building to Grow" capital 
fund drive has ended on a strong note, having drawn in over $45,000 including a $10,000 gift match 
from our Endowment Fund. The campaign started last September to fund some major building 
maintenance needs that are beyond the scope of our annual budget. The list includes such things as a 
partial roof replacement, new air conditioners for the sanctuary, new floor tile in the lower level, 
exterior painting, etc. Plans for using this money will also be discussed at our Annual Meeting on 
February 23. 
 
And if all of the above isn't enough, please know that we also ended 2019 with a balanced budget. It 
was a challenging year from an expense standpoint, but a steady flow of pledges and a few "special 
gifts" allowed us to break even. On to 2020! 
 

 

 

 

 

"Giving December" Building Fund Results 

Gail Ogdon 
 

Upon the generous offer in November from the Endowment Committee to match all donations up to 
$10,000 made to the Building Capital Fund by year end the "Giving December" initiative was launched 
by the Trustees. Our small but mighty congregation came through with tremendous support for the 
"wish list" that was presented. In the month of December, donations of $23,771 were received. These 
funds, along with funds previously collected and the $10,000 matching funds brings the total for the 
campaign to $45,111! 
  
The Trustees will begin to implement several projects on the list in the coming weeks. Some you will 
see, some will have to wait until the weather is better and some are structural in nature so you won't 
be aware of the projects getting done. We'll keep you posted as things move along. 
  
Many thanks to Carol Ringhoff, Mike Hennel and Shirley Myers, our Endowment Committee for their 
insight into enhancing our campaign drive. And many thanks to our generous members who support 
the work of the Trustees to maintain and keep our beautiful building working and updated. We truly 
feel with our wonderful staff, great offering of programs, mission work projects and wonderful building 
surroundings we can become a serious choice for community members looking for an Elmhurst church. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Jan Davis, Don Haraf, Dave Schacht, Will Baumgartner 

 
Ash Wednesday Service  
As we enter a new season of Lent, please join us for a service of ashes and 
communion, Wednesday, February 26 at 7 p.m. at First Congregational 
Church. Once again, the United Church of Christ churches of Elmhurst will 
combine for this joint service. Clergy, choirs, and members from all three 
churches will participate. 
 
WATCH for information about the Lenten Study coming in March. 



If you are interested in church membership at First Congregational and joining our ministry, please see 
Pastor Mike. The church is scheduling our next "New Member Sunday" in March. Mike can answer any 
questions you may have. His email address is mddaly@sbcglobal.net, or you can let him know in 
person.  Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen 
Sloma, Carrie Stone 

 
 
A very special thank you to all who came down to Fellowship Hall and enjoyed the Chili 
Cook-Off last Sunday. Your donations will go a long way and for this we are grateful.  
 
There were 13 delicious chili entries, all were winners. Three of the chilis took home blue 
ribbons: Vanessa Jackson, Best Tasting; Phoebe Daly, Iron Chef; Maricin Jackson, Love the Name. 
  
A BIG thank you to each person who submitted a chili and the parents and youth  who helped make this 
event such a success! 

 
Brian Brigman, Amarelis Morales, Dorothy Hamby 

 
 

    
                                             As We Prepare for Puerto Rico 

  
The building of this summer's work delegation is coming along. We have just 
completed registering our 7th through 12th grade students and will now reach out to 
young adults that have remained active in the life of our church when their schedules 
have allowed. Along with our adult chaperones, these three important groups will form 

our intergenerational 2020 Work Delegation. 
 
As many of you may know, Puerto Rico has been hit with a series of earthquakes and several aftershocks 
that have caused tremendous damage to structures, bridges and roads in addition to the lingering 
damage from hurricanes Irma and Maria. I am thankful to each of you for continuing this mission 
partnership with Puerto Rico. Please continue to pray for Puerto Rico.  
 
Todd Hicks and I will be traveling to Puerto Rico this month to meet with our Camp Caribe contact person, 
Jean Carlos Marquez. We will visit several homes and places that might be good work sites for our 
delegation. 
 
Once again, you the congregation have answered the call to be present with the people of Puerto Rico. 
Please continue to pray for this effort and know that I am available to talk with you about any ideas and 
thoughts you might have to help this ministry. Bendiciones, Martha Mendoza 
 
 



 
 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength."    Deuteronomy 6:5 
 

We have revised our Confirmation program a little for this new calendar year. On the first Sunday of each 
month (Communion Sunday), confirmands will continue to help with worship but will also stay for our 
gathering right after worship. This keeps comfirmands meeting twice a month.  
 
Parents, our February Confirmation gathering is: 
Sunday, February 2 
Worship Service 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Gathering  11:00 - 12:00 p.m. Room 101, main level 
 

For your convenience, please find our 2020 schedule by clicking the link below. 
2020 Confirmation Schedule 

 
 

 
 
Extra...Extra...Read all about it!  
Starting Sunday, February 2 through Sunday, March 1, children in Kindergarten 
through 8th grade are invited to participate in our Lenten Trivia Game. Each Sunday 
during Sunday School, children will receive and go over trivia questions related to Lent 
and Easter. Parents are encouraged to review the questions with their children to help 

them remember the answers. Then on Sunday, March 1 in the sanctuary after worship, the children will 
participate in an age appropriate friendly trivia game competition. There will be prizes and lots of fun for 
all! Save the dates!  

  
 

 
 

Please join us for our Men's Fellowship Night with THE NIGHT MINISTRY of 
CHICAGO this Tuesday, February 4 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the church 
parlor. We will begin our meeting with a service project to make sack suppers, 
and then we will learn more about this ministry from the Rev. Brittany Caine-
Conley of The Night Ministry. 
 
We will gladly accept donations from anyone who would like to contribute. A Sign Up Genius link is 
below with a list of items we need. We prefer donations to be dropped off on Sunday morning, 
February 2 or on Tuesday, February 4. Thank you! 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4caaa92eaa8-thenight 
 

The Night Ministry compassionately provides housing, health care, outreach, spiritual care, and social 
services to adults and youth who struggle with homelessness, poverty, and loneliness in Chicago. They 

accept individuals as they are and offer support to improve their lives.   

https://files.constantcontact.com/140929b4401/6ff1dc48-7590-4ee9-94a9-c5083820432b.docx
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4caaa92eaa8-thenight


   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Kim Brigman, Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 
 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
Tomorrow, Sunday, February 2 is our Souper Bowl Sunday where we collect 
canned food to help stock area food pantries. Please return all food donations 
to the church tomorrow.  
  
And don't forget to purchase your squares to play our annual Souper Bowl 
Squares Game. Each square is only $5.00. The more you buy, the better your 

chances of winning. Prizes are awarded for each quarter, and all money raised will be donated to St. 
John's food pantry in the city and Elmhurst Yorkfield Pantry here in Elmhurst. See Dan Briggs in the foyer 
tomorrow morning to grab your squares before they are all filled! 
 
 
 
A special thank you for all of our members and friends who volunteered their 
time, food & money to our Grace Café on Monday, January 6, 2020. We 
served approximately 107 guests a meal of lasagna, salad, bread and assorted 
cookies. The guests were so grateful for the fellowship and the warm meal. 
 
 
Thank you for supporting the Mission Board and our important ministries throughout the year! 
 



 
 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 
 
 

  
Greetings from the Music Ministry. It seems like only yesterday that we were preparing for 
a Christmas Cantata and now we are focusing our attention toward Easter! Time really flies. 
  
The Music Ministry is humbled and deeply grateful for the church's generosity and giving 
spirit. A little over $3,000 was collected on Dec. 22nd when we presented an exuberant 
Christmas Cantata. The money will help continue to bring back many of the wonderful voices 

that continue to grace our Sunday services. These section support vocalists enhance the choir and give 
greater depth to our anthems. 
  
We find ourselves now making wonderful plans for an Easter Cantata to be presented on Palm Sunday 
(April 5) along with an Ash Wednesday service that will join musical forces with Bethel Church and St. 
Peter's. As always we look so forward to singing with combined choirs and making music that will inspire 
the Lenten season. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 

 
Green Team Tip of the Month - February, 2020 
  

 
 

 
If you use mascara, please do NOT throw away your mascara wands. Instead, clean JUST THE WANDS 
with Dawn soap, place them in a ziploc bag and mail them to a Wildlife Refuge accepting donations. 
These little wands are able to be upcycled to clean away oil, larvae, fly eggs, mites, infections, mud and 
other contaminants from wildlife. Works great for medical care and wound treatment. 



Pick your refuge to mail to: 
 
Appalachian Wild 
P.O. Box 1211 
Skyland NC 28776 
 
OR 
 

Wildlife Wands 
P.O. Box 1586 
Southwick, MA 01077 
 
Thanks to Carolee Luppino for providing the great suggestion. 
Green Team: Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Chris Murray, Shirley Myers, Gail Ogdon, 
Claire Richter, Bob Tracy 
 
 
The First Sign of Spring - Our Seedlings Sale 
  
We will soon be launching our organic vegetable and 
herb seedlings sale. So when the winter doldrums start 
to get you down, just start dreaming about those juicy 
tomatoes and shiny green peppers you can grow this 
summer. We will once again be getting our organic 
seedlings from Montalbano Farms, who have supplied 
our beautiful vegetable and herb plants over the last 
three years. Watch for an e-mail kicking off the sale, 
coming any day now. There will be order forms available 
in the Tree of Life Foyer. You'll also be able to order your seedlings on line on the church website. 
 
And be sure to mark your calendar for our sixth annual Green Garden Fair which will be on Saturday, 
May 9th from 9:00 AM to noon. We will need help again in selling our organic seedlings, shoveling 
compost and sharing the good news about our church. So please mark your calendar and plan to join in 
on all the fun. 
 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Rev. Jan Davis 
 

Heritage Bunch meets regularly on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month 
 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the parlor. 

  
Drop-in guests and surprises occur every month. Males and females are welcome. 
     Just bring a "show and tell" or "rose or thorn" or just listening thoughtful ears.  

 
All are welcome! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
 
 

 
 

          1      Mary Swanson 19 Steve Ogdon 

          2      Marcia Fleming 19 Greg Hamby 

         4      Julia Morrow 22 Susan Graybill 

        12      Cady Hamby 22 Bill Stratton 

        15      Ron Tueber 25 Lucais Hennen 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

          Basia Rudy Fred "Rick" Leppien Ron Tueber 

          Amy Lynch Phyllis Crosley Bea Hennel 

          Ken Stratton Angela Burrell Marguerite Schuetter 

          Michael Magana Jan Russell  Henry Mosley 

 
 
If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net


 
 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

 

February Event/Room Time 

2 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

4 Men's Fellowship with The Night Ministry of Chicago 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

5 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

9 Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

12 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 

12 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

16 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

18 Trustees Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

19 Choir Rehearsal- Sanctuary  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

23 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

23 Annual Meeting/Pancake Breakfast Youth Fundraiser 11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 

25 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

26 Heritage Bunch 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

26 Ash Wednesday Service  7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

TITHE.LY GIVING 
 

                                                               
 

Give with Tithe.ly from church, on the go or at home; anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app 
to get started. Look for First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and secure 

and goes directly to our church. More information is available online at https://get.tithe.ly. 
 

https://get.tithe.ly/

