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FROM OUR PASTOR 

Rev. Mike Daly 

In difficult times such as these, faith communities continue to 
promote unity and responsibility, wisdom and care. Through 
prayer and action, we play an important role in encouraging and 
supporting each other, but especially the sick, those at risk of 
illness, emergency responders, and healthcare workers. 
Churches seek to bring hope and light by contributing beneficial 
responses to mitigate and heal the harm caused by Coronavirus 
and its physical, emotional, and spiritual consequences. 
 
Though distancing keeps us physically apart for now, "We are all 
in this together." A tagline I continue to appreciate more and 
more. In such an unprecedented time, we are still doing 
ministry. Even though we cannot go to the church, we can go to 
the church's website. Our church's website is a vital part of our 
ministry, especially in the past couple of months, because it 
keeps many of us connected. Thanks to the hard work of the 
staff, the website is regularly updated with spiritual resources 
and church information. Thanks to Jim Molina's hard work 
editing and posting, the church website also provides the full 
Sunday worship experience in a user-friendly way for at-home 
worship. If you haven't already, please share our website 
information and Sunday worship with friends and 
family. www.elmhurstucc.org 
  
For those who do not use a computer or device, the church does 
mail all resources and information. To highlight the website's 
value these past few months, I can report the following 
numbers. Website views in January = 538; February = 1.1k; 
March = 3.6k. By mid-April, views = 1.2k. During Holy Week, we 
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had 200 visitors and 470 views. On Easter, we had 67 visitors 
with 120 views, on Palm Sunday we had 65 visitors with 176 
views. Our wonderful "Seedling Sale Store" on the website is 
another factor for higher traffic, and this year we had a record 
number of sales! 
  
Thank you for staying connected with phone calls, writing notes, 
waving from windows, and going to the website! Thank you for 
maintaining your generous support by sending your pledges and 
other financial gifts. Thank you for your ministries and prayers. 
  
Faithfully, Mike 
 

Chapter Chat Bible Study with Pastor Mike on ZOOM 
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. (30 minutes) 
 
Reading the Gospel of Matthew one chapter at a time in May. 
The 30 minute session, group discussion format, will highlight 
passages in the text and discern how its words are valuable for 
us today. If you are interested and want more details, please 
contact Pastor Mike at 630.220.9634 or mddaly@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 

Over a month has passed since Governor Pritzker issued the 
"stay at home" order.  Since then, the closing of our church 
building has not stopped our need to worship God together, to 
be connected, and to help others in need.  It's more important 
than ever that we stay connected and support each other during 
this time of physical distancing. As such, I encourage all of us to 
pick up the phone and call members you haven't seen or spoken 
with over the past month.   
  
Also, please be sure to check out our at-home worship bulletin, 
on-line audio recordings of sermons and music, and live video 
meetings like the virtual coffee fellowship and Children's Sunday 
School. I think we've done a great job adopting and embracing 
the digital world that we now live in with these offerings on our 
website.  And while it's unclear how long we will be under the 
"stay at home" order, we will continue to adapt our programs 

mailto:elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.elmhurstucc.org/
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and events for the world we find ourselves living in until the 
"stay at home" order is eventually lifted.  
  
God bless you all, and may you and your families continue to 
remain healthy and safe. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

 
 

 Congratulation Graduates! 
 

We at First Congregational are beaming with joy to celebrate the success of the following graduates. 
 

York High School 
Will Baumgartner 

Carson Hicks 
Ryan Leonard 

Julia Stone  
 

University of Missouri 
Abby Brigman 

 
May the Lord bless you with courage and endurance to thrive towards your dreams. The future is wide 

open, with many opportunities now waiting for you. 
 

 

 

 

 

ERRAND RUNNING MINISTRY 

  
                              Errand Running Ministry 
 
During this difficult time of limited mobility for so many due to the Coronavirus and 
the Stay at Home order, our church has put in place an Errand-Running Ministry. 
Effective immediately, any members needing to have errands run like grocery 
shopping, picking up dry cleaning, picking up prescriptions, walking your dog can call 

one of the below dispatchers and they will assign your errand(s) to one of our very own church members 
to be your runner. Everyone that is available to be an errand runner is a church member that you can 
trust. Drop offs will be made at your door with no close contact needed. 

 
 



Dispatcher to Call: 
 

Tracy D'Alessandro       Dorothy Hamby       Carrie Stone        Carina Kanzler    Margaret Chittaro 
630-344-5861           630-779-6294       773-569-2444       630-750-6925        312-961-8067 

 
 

 If you are able to help be an Errand Runner, please contact Martha Mendoza. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES 

Tracy D'Alessandro, Bob Kanzler, Gail Ogdon, Carol Ringhoff, Carrie Stone, Chair and Bob Tracy  

 
Though we are not able to gather as a congregation, the Trustees continue on with the business of the 
church just the same. A plan is being developed for our building to insure the safety and security of our 
staff, leaders, members, tenants and visitors. We will work with the guidelines set out by sources such as 
the Illinois Department of Public Health and the Center for Disease Control to set in motion procedures 
and routines for communication and protection for our church community now and in the future. 
  
Our Building Fund Capital Campaign is beginning to be put to good use towards the checklist items we 
shared last fall. The Trustees have approved the replacement and installation of two new air conditioners 
for the sanctuary to replace units that are 30 years old. The efficiency and energy savings alone should 
make quite a difference! Quotes are also being obtained to repair or replace the exterior trim on the 
church and manse and for replacement of the middle roof over the third floor classroom areas of the 
church building. 
  
And lastly, we are happy to report Todd Hicks is finalizing the contracts for work to start the beginning of 
June on our main focus for 2020 - the reconstruction of our parking lot. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Don Haraf, Carolee Luppino, Claire Richter, Dave Schacht, Will Baumgartner 

 
PRAYER CIRCLE on May 7 
Pastor Mike and the Diaconate will pray for the church and lift prayers for church members on May 7. We 
ask you to send us your prayer requests by email to mddaly@sbcglobal.net or Mike's phone 630.220.9634 
by noon on Monday, May 4. We will reach out to anyone who wasn't able to reply by the 4. We will pray 
for you and your family even if we do not receive a specific prayer request. As always, please send ongoing 
prayers for the church Prayer List to the office email, elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or the office voice mail, 
630.832.2580.  Thank you and God bless.  
 
Watch for ZOOM Sunday Coffee Fellowship Information and mark your calendars for a ZOOM Coffee 
Fellowship and Communion on May 3 at 9:00 a.m. On May 3, you are welcome to grab anything you'd like 
for an at-home communion, orange juice and a bagel, coffee and toast, or feel free to listen and observe. 
 



An At Home Worship bulletin as well as an audio recording of Rev. Daly's sermon, Martha's children's 
sermon and Jim's music and special solos will be available on the website each week.  We hope you will 
use these resources available to worship at home each Sunday.  
 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen 
Sloma 

 
Confirmation Program Update 

 
As a result of the Covid 19 pandemic, Confirmation Sunday which was scheduled for Sunday, May 3 has 
been postponed. A later date will be decided upon once "Shelter at Home" has been lifted and it is safe 
to have large groups come together. We will keep you all posted. 
  
In the meantime, our confirmands will continue to meet regularly. Our Next ZOOM Confirmation 
Gathering will be Sunday, May 3 from 1:00 to 1:30 pm. 
  
Parents of confirmands, please keep your mentors and family members informed that when we are able 
to carry out Confirmation Sunday it will be a joyous occasion. 

 
 
 

 
 

Children's Sunday School 
  

Our Sunday school ministry has shifted from meeting in person to ZOOM gatherings (Video 
communication on computer or phone). We have held six ZOOM Sunday School gatherings since the 
restrictions on reducing the spread of Covid 19 have taken place. All three of our Sunday School teachers 
continue to prepare and teach, and guests and special projects are carried out to engage our children. 
  
We could not stay connected to our church's children without their parent's commitment. A BIG thank 
you to parents who are having to do so much more to their already busy family life. 
  
ZOOM Sunday School takes place every Sunday from 10:30 to 11:00 am (There will be no gathering on 
May 10 (Mother's Day). 
 
 



In honor of our Earth, youth brought their very own creations of recyclable art to our April 26, ZOOM 
Sunday School. Here are a few of the contributions from our ECO Artists. Enjoy! 

  

   
   

High School Students are also invited to help with the organizing and pick-up of the seedlings on Friday, 
May 8 and Saturday, May 9. Stay tuned for more details. 

  
Our Next High School Gathering is on Sunday, May 17 from 4:00 to 4:30 p.m.  



 
Women's Spiritual Growth Gathering   

 
Our next gathering which was to take place on Friday, May 1 has been postponed until later this summer 
or fall. After speaking to several of the ladies of the church,  it was decided not to hold our immediate 
gathering via ZOOM but to access other ideas of how we proceed. An update on this ministry will be 
provided later in May. Thank you.  
 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Jan Russell, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 

  
It is a Mother's Day tradition at the church to have Teen Parent Connection 
come to speak to the congregation. We would typically do a collection for 
them from Mother's Day to Father's Day. We would like to keep that 
tradition going. The organization needs us now more than ever. In these 
trying times we realize donations may be becoming more difficult for 
families - please know that anything can help - even simply keeping them 
in your prayers. 

 
Teen Parent Connection Mission Statement: 
To serve the community through education on the realities and responsibilities of teenage pregnancy, and 
through long-term assistance to adolescent parents for their development of self-esteem, parenting skills, 
and empowerment toward self-sufficiency. 
 
Their programs benefit DuPage County. Click the link for their financial statement and more information.  

Teen Parent Connection Annual Report 2019 
 

There are three ways to offer your support (first two are preferred as they require no contact for our 
church). 

1. Tithely - Please specify Teen Parent Connection 
2. Teen Parent Connection has a wishlist with Amazon. They have items as low are $4.00. Here is 

the link: http://a.co/fmWYUjn 
3. Mail a check (please specify Teen Parent Connection) to the church and someone from our 

mission board will drop off all money collected at the end of the collection period. Checks can be 
mailed to: 

First Congregational Church  
Attention: Heather Cross 

235 S Kenilworth Ave 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 

https://files.constantcontact.com/140929b4401/c34e2fce-44ed-4dfc-b308-472ca9ddc122.pdf
http://a.co/fmWYUjn?fbclid=IwAR28CfB8_3GgxSEGXHtFnNdJXnBmXj600_c9Va1NTQRFh-zfATN2gbmgHq4


 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

  

After a month of indoor living, I find myself missing the community of friends, rehearsals, and 
live worship. I remind myself that God has a purpose for all things and in this we are meant 
to find deeper meaning. There is a saying in theatre that says "the show must go on" and the 
phrase means that regardless of what happens, whatever show has been planned still has to 
be staged for waiting patrons. And so the music ministry continues to contribute in the best 
way possible.  

 
By now many of you have heard the recordings posted online of the sermon, readings, children's messages 
and music. Each singer has a specific recording device that allows them to record their voices to 
instrumental tracks that I provide. Afterward they upload their audio tracks to a designated DropBox 
where I can download it and edit in my recording studio. It has been a real labor of love putting everything 
together to create a Sunday Worship that is both meaningful and high in quality. The members of the 
Chancel Choir and myself have also been keeping in touch each week with email and of course many are 
keeping tabs on each other with personal phone calls. We send our prayers and well wishes to all of you 
and your loved ones as we patiently wait for the day when we can all meet face to face once again. 
 

 

 

 

 

GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 

Green Team Tip of the Month - May  
  
Have you ever considered solar power for your home? If so, now is a great time. The 
federal government is offering a 26% tax credit for 2020 to help offset the cost of new 
installations. The state of Illinois has a goal of getting 25% of their energy from 
renewable resources by 2025 so they are offering additional incentives for Homeowners 
to help the state reach its target. The Federal tax credit drops to 22% in 2021, and 10% 
in 2022 and then disappears entirely, so now is a good time to act. 
  
While you are sheltering in place at home, you can spend some time learning more by going to the Illinois 
Solar Energy Association's website where they have lots of information for 
homeowners:   https://illinoissolar.org/Homeowner-Resources A solar panel installer can go to Google 
Earth and look at a satellite view of your home to give you a quote, so you don't even need to put on your 
mask to talk to them! 
 
 
  
ORGANIC SEEDLINGS AVAILABLE MAY 9, 2020 
  
As you know, the Green Garden Fair has been cancelled due to Covid-19, but 
that didn't stop us from having an incredibly successful organic seedlings 
sale.  We received 75 orders this year.  That's an increase of 92% over last year 
and represents 1,178 plants sold! 
  

https://illinoissolar.org/Homeowner-Resources


Green Team members, with the help of some of our high schoolers, will be sorting the orders on May 
8.  They will be available for pick up on May 9.  At the beginning of May, we will e-mail details of what 
plant pick up will look like to our customers.  We are working on designing a process for both sorting and 
distribution that will maintain social distancing and be safe for everyone involved.  Please note that only 
plants that were preordered will be available.  We will not be selling any additional plants on May 9.  
  
The Green Team wants to extend a special thanks to Jim Molina for continuing to maintain our on line 
store.  It's due to the store that we were able to receive so many orders.  We truly appreciate his efforts 
to make a beautiful on line presence that allowed us to accept payment by credit card.   
  
At the time of this writing, we're still working to determine if we will have our compost available or 
not.  We will keep everyone posted. 
  
The Green Team - Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Chris Murray, Shirley Myers, Gail Ogdon, 
Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob Tracy  
 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Rev. Jan Davis 

 
Heritage Bunch meets regularly on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month 

 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the parlor. Due to the Stay at Home order, we will not be meeting until 
further notice. Please stay inside and stay well! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
 
 

 
 

5 Diane Kafka  26 Nancy Huntzinger 

10 Martha Mendoza 27 Carolyn Landwehr 

12 Chloe Daly 28 Phyllis Crosley 

16 Janet Rowe 29 Mike Hennel, Jr. 

25 Ernie Huntzinger   
 

 
 
 

 



 

  

Basia Rudy Fred "Rick" Leppien Calvin Jackson Sr. Louis Reed 

Amy Lynch Phyllis Crosley Marguerite Schuetter Mary Lindahl 

Ken Stratton Angela Burrell Ed & Cheryl Eckert Tom Myers 

Michael Magana Ron Tueber Will Kalvelage Susan Graybill 

 
If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

May Event/Room Time 

3 At Home Worship- See website for bulletin and audio.  

3 Zoom Coffee Fellowship with Communion 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

3 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

7 Prayer Circle  

9 Green Team Seedling Sale Pick-Up  

10 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.  

10 Zoom Coffee Fellowship  9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

10 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

14 Zoom Chapter Chat Bible Study with Pastor Mike  12:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

17 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio. 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

17 Zoom Coffee Fellowship 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

17 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

17 High School Zoom Gathering 4:00 - 4:30 p.m 

21 Zoom Chapter Chat Bible Study with Pastor Mike  12:30 - 1:00 p.m. 
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24 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.  

24 Zoom Coffee Fellowship 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

24 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

28 Zoom Chapter Chat Bible Study with Pastor Mike  12:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

31 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.  

31 Zoom Coffee Fellowship 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

31 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

TITHE.LY GIVING 

                                                                                                       

                                                           
                                                   AT CHURCH                      ON THE GO                          AT HOME 
 
Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get started. You'll find 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and secure and goes directly 
to our church. More information is available online at https://get.tithe.ly. 

   

 

https://get.tithe.ly/

