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OPENING HYMN– audio available on the church website             

 #241 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine  

Holy Spirit, Truth divine, 

dawn upon this soul of mine. 

Voice of God, and inward Light, 

wake my spirit, clear my sight. 

 

Holy Spirit, Love divine, 

glow within this heart of mine. 

Kindle every high desire; 

purify me with your fire. 

 

Holy Spirit, Pow'r divine, 

fill and nerve this will of mine. 

Boldly may I always live, 

bravely serve and gladly give. 

 

Holy Spirit, Peace divine, 

still this restless heart of mine. 

Speak to calm this tossing sea, 

grant me your tranquility. 

 

Holy Spirit, Joy divine, 

gladden now this heart of mine. 

In the desert ways I sing, 

spring, O living Water, spring! 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

All you saints, all you sinners, 

Come and worship! 

Wise counselors, teachers, parents and all in authority, you who think deep thoughts, 

all of you who have simple faith, like a child’s, you who heal the sick and do 

miraculous acts, all preachers of the Gospel, all who can discern differing spirits, 

everyone gifted with tongues, you who are interpreters of tongues, 

Come and worship! 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

God of bread, fire, and wind, you have invoked your presence on Pentecost with the 

great gift of your Holy Spirit. May our time of worship and praise be worthy of your 

love for us. May we turn the Spirit’s flames in our hearts into a fire of passionate 

ministry for our lives! In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

   
GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER– audio available on the church website         Rev. Jorge Morales 

Beloved friends, please join me in prayer. 

Dear God, we put our trust in you. For as the deer pants for streams of water, so our 

souls pant for you and your spirit. Let not our souls be disturbed within us, for we 

put our hope in you, our Savior and our God (Ps 45:1,5) 

We pray your spirit continue to come and renew us into a new reality. 
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A new normal in which none is without a voice and every voice is heard and 

understood. 

Where all your children, all creation, in all its diversity can both understand and love 

one another. 

Where various traditions reside and yet there is accord found, where trust, and 

common values reign.  

Where service to one another is practiced and where hopes and dreams become 

reality. 

Where our children, sons and daughters’ prophesy, young and old have visions and 

dream dreams. 

Where we can be amazed in the building of your beloved community.  

Where through the love of neighbor, and love of creation we bring about of a better 

world for all. 

We pray your spirit blows like a mighty breeze across the world, sweeping away sin, 

viruses, and pandemics, renewing and healing creation, uniting us in love and care 

for self and one another.  

This is our prayer on this Day of Pentecost, and so together we say,   

Amen! 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER– audio available on the website          Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE– audio available on the church website      Martha Mendoza 

  

SCRIPTURE – audio available on the church website                

Acts 2:1-13 (NRSV) 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 



4 

 

the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 

one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 

they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”  All were amazed and perplexed, saying 

to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled 

with new wine.” 

 

SERMON – audio available on the church website                                   Rev. Mike Daly 

         Do You See How the Wind Blows? 

  

Pentecost is the story of the birthday of the church. Happy Birthday church!  

 

I have to admit, Pentecost Sunday isn’t a day that I remember from my youth. I do 

remember many church school lessons, but not Pentecost. Maybe that’s because, 

Pentecost lessons are so many days after Easter and so close to summer. I was 

probably busy celebrating the end of the regular school year and looking ahead to 

summer activities.  

 

Once I started high school, I was busy with school sports and part-time jobs. I may 

have unintentionally attended a Pentecost Sunday service, but to be honest, I can’t 

remember. Which is too bad, right!? Isn’t that the point of Pentecost, it was-and-is a 

memorable event!  

 

In my seminary years, I learned about Pentecost. What I discovered were some 

definitions. In the “spirit” of Pente-cost, here are five useful definitions of this 

word…. 

 

Pentecost is an early harvest festival celebrated in the ancient Near East. 
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Pentecost is an early harvest festival transformed into a celebration of the 

commandments, God’s law, given to Moses at Mt. Sinai. 

 

Pentecost is the birthday of the Christian church. 

 

Pentecost is a festival celebrating fifty days after Easter (and remember, we do not 

count Sundays).  

 

(And for those of us who plan and lead worship services) Pentecost is the beginning 

of a church season that we call ordinary time (or the “Season after Pentecost.”)  

 

Luke, the author of the Book of Acts, tells this story and shows that Pentecost was a 

gift of God. It was not generated by those present, neither the leaders nor observers. 

It was not an invention of the disciples or the early church. Pentecost was initiated 

by God and the Holy Spirit.  

 

Yet, in many very good and faithful traditions, it has been softened and dulled. It 

ends up being a “mile-marker” on the church calendar and a cause for a light 

celebration for something that happened many, many years ago. Happy Birthday 

church.  

 

But read the story of Pentecost, and you see that was no ordinary birth-day. Like the 

birth of Jesus, this “birth” was a miracle too. And, I think that is the piece of Pentecost 

I had always missed.  

 

As Frederick Buechner says about the church’s tepid views of Pentecost, "The word 

spirit has come to mean something pale and shapeless, like an unmade bed. School 

spirit, the American spirit, the Christmas spirit, the Holy Spirit--each of these point 

to something you know is supposed to get you to your feet cheering but which you 

somehow can't fully rise to." 

 

He says the adjective is even worse. "Spiritual - spiritual has become almost odious. 

If you are told ‘this person is very 'spiritual,' you might be avoidant, fearing that you 

would get a personal sermon or encounter someone who is too goody-goody.” Like 

its Hebrew and Greek counterparts, the Latin word spiritus originally meant breath 

(thus we get words like respiration). But, even a thing such as breath loses its luster 

when it is simply boiled down to something that you have when you are alive and do 

not have when you are dead.   

 



6 

 

The amazing thing about the Holy Spirit is that it will not let us lock ourselves away 

or lockup our definitions. Luke shows us the "spirit" of aliveness and the power of 

being. To speak of a person's spirit is to speak of a new life breaking loose from 

within. When the 'spirit ' of someone is unusually strong, when a person’s life is 

unusually alive, that person can breathe it out into other lives, and becomes literally 

in-spiring.  

 

Spirit is highly contagious. When people are very excited, you can catch it from them 

as easily being at Wrigley Field, cheering on the Cubs during a ninth-inning rally. 

God is also Spirit says scripture. God is the power of life itself. God has breathed and 

continues to breathe into creation. In-spires it.   

 

And so, God gives birth to the church at Pentecost, that empowering, in-spiriting, 

mysterious event when a group of dis-spirited disciples became emblazoned, 

emboldened, and empowered. The event is described as the coming of the Spirit of 

God. 

 

The description of what happens refers to a sound like the rush of a mighty wind. 

The Hebrew word for wind is “ruah.” It is also the word used for spirit. So what we 

have is a story of the wind of the spirit.   

 

A friend of mine shared the following analogies with me. We may think of the wind 

as a pleasant breeze, an irritation, or a dangerous thing as in a tornado. But remember, 

for hundreds of years, wind has been used as a major source of energy. To harness 

the wind is marvelous. And, two of the things used to harness the wind’s energy are 

sails and windmills. 

 

When you think of sails, what image comes to mind? The small sailboat skimming 

across the surface of the water - quick and agile? Or the image of a "tall ship," a 

majestic seagoing vessel with massive canvas sails boasting the ability to go to 

distant places and find grand adventures. 

 

Sometimes we see people catch the Spirit of God like sails. Some people are skiffs, 

some windjammers. There may be periods in our lives when we have felt the urging, 

the pulling of something in our lives, like the wind of the spirit blowing. Sometimes 

we are like a sail, moved in the way we think, the way we behave, or even where we 

go. When the wind blows, we move. 

 

Another equally strong image for us to consider is the windmill. Those gigantic 

structures that dot the prairie landscapes around Illinois. And, let’s not forget the 
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massive wooden Holland type structures such as the one in Fabyan Park along the 

Fox River. 

 

Note that they are rooted solidly in one place. They are steady, immobile, designed 

to stay put. But even though the windmill cannot go anywhere, it cannot move to 

another place. It can, however, turn 360 degrees to catch the wind. It cannot change 

location, but it can change orientation. It has fans or great arms reaching out to the 

wind to catch the slightest breeze. And, often the windmill is made for a specific 

purpose such as pumping water, grinding grain, or generating electricity.  

 

Some of us catch the wind and are moved. Some of us catch the wind of the Spirit 

like a windmill. Some of us are planted, immobile, and sometimes the best way to 

catch the spirit is with stability. We are able to orient ourselves to catch the breezes 

of the spirit that enlivens us to do the tasks that need to be done. 

 

Sometimes it seems that God's dream for the world is perilously close to being 

ignored. Sometimes it seems that the fire is almost out! Surely it must have seemed 

so to those gathered in Luke’s account. Some were in denial. Others were angry, 

shouting, "We were just getting started! Now, what are we going to do?" Others may 

have been shaking their heads toward God, saying, "How could you have let this 

happen." The fire was almost out. 

 

Then an astonishing thing happened. "Suddenly from heaven, there came a sound 

like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting." 

The wind blows, the wind of the spirit fans the spark of hope into flame. 

 

Wherever God's people gather to share stories, to share dreams, or to share visions, 

we open up the possibility for the rush of a mighty wind to blow through us. God's 

living place is not only in a burning bush, or on a mountain, or at an altar. God's 

living place is also in every neighborhood and in people. In you. In all of us.  

 

There is a neighborhood grocery store, and very day at about 11:00 a.m., a woman 

visits. She never buys anything. She is a street person, and while in the store, she 

makes her way up-and-down the aisles. There is no polite way to describe what she 

does, she steals food. Each morning she gathers enough for her lunch - a piece of 

fruit, a loaf of bread, maybe a wedge of cheese, or a can of meat. She pockets the 

various items inside her torn and stained coat. She then glides out the door.  
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But she is not very subtle about it. Everyone at the store can see what she does. The 

stockroom crew knows she is taking food; the butcher sees her activity; the checkout 

clerks are aware of her pilfering; even the store owner knows what she is about. 

 

And then, one day, this grocery store moved several blocks away to a larger building. 

The week they moved to the new location, the store manager called the local pastor 

who also knew her. "I don't want to embarrass (let’s call her) Helen," he began, "so 

would you please find her and tell her where we've moved. I want to be sure she can 

find us." 

 

Do you hear the wind of the spirit blow? Can you see what happens when the Holy 

Spirit moves us? Do you see the flame dancing in the air?                   

 

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY– audio available on the church website  

God provides for us in ways that we do not always recognize. 

 

Prayer for Pentecost                              David Lantz III 

Michelle Maiers, Meg McGarry, Kevin Loeper, Al Thurkow 

 

DOXOLOGY  

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  

HYMN – audio available on the church website 

 #241 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine  

Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

with all your quickening powers; 

kindle a flame of sacred love 

in these cold hearts of ours. 

 

Hosannas languish on our tongues, 

and our devotion dies. 

Waken our souls to joyful songs; 

let pure devotion rise. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

with all your enlivening ways; 

come, shed abroad the Savior’s love, 

and teach our hearts to praise. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 

           

                  

 

 


