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       At Home or Small Group Worship for May 24, 2020  

   *************************************************** 

   
OPENING HYMN– audio available on the church website            Meg McGarry, vocals 

#25 Praise to the Lord, Almighty (vs. 1, 4, 5) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, who rules all creation. 

O my soul, worship the wellspring of health and salvation. 

All ye who hear, 

now to God's temple draw near. 

Join me in in glad adoration. 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 

fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. 

Then to thy need 

God as a mother doth speed, 

spreading the wings of grace o'er thee. 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all of God's peoples and races, 

all that hath life and breath, give thanks for manifold graces. 

Let the Amen 

sound from God's people again. 

Gladly for ever sing praises. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

O Divine Voice, you sing and the universe comes into being. 

O Divine Breath, you breathe and all things spring to life. 

O Divine Word, you call and creation is sustained. 

O Divine Spirit, you are born among us. 

O Divine God, you dwell with us still. 
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OPENING PRAYER  

On this Memorial Day weekend, we pause and give thanks for freedom and liberty. 

We give you thanks for all of the brave women and men who serve and for all of 

the heroes who gave their life in service to our country. Lord, you give us a courage 

and strength that is unlike any other. In you, all things live and express your eternal 

song of triumph. In Christ’s name, we pray, amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER – audio available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly 

Holy One, we come to you this day to give you thanks for all that you have 

provided for us - for family, for daily food, for each breath we take, for freedom to 

choose, and for the gifts of your word, your power, and your love. Our hearts are 

truly overwhelmed, O God, when we consider how you have entrusted so much to 

us. May we be worthy of that trust. May we be unafraid to live as compassionately 

and as boldly as you expect us to be. 

 

Help us, O God, as followers of Jesus, to multiply your generosity, to risk 

spreading your word, to take a chance by loving those whom others think 

unworthy, and to take chances by being kind to those who have not been good to 

us. For the sake of justice, may we increase your glory and your goodness in this 

world. Embolden us to do all that Christ teaches us to do for the sake of our 

neighbors and our enemies.  

 

We pray for the church, both here and around the world. We are gathered around 

computers and cell phones, kitchen tables and backyard patios to praise and give 



3 

 

thanks for the variety of ways you call us into your service. Without you, O God, 

there is nothing. With you, there is more than we could ever ask for, imagine, or 

need.  

 

We remember with gratitude all those who lived and died in the line of duty as we 

enter Memorial Day. With tremendous humility and honor, we remember those 

who, in years past, fell in battle while fighting for us and our country’s freedoms. 

We remember all of the brave heroes and their families who have served our 

country. Lord, we also ask that you bless and keep the brave women and men 

currently serving. 

 

God of mercy and grace, we pray for those who are poor in body or in spirit, for 

those who are oppressed and overburdened, for those who are sick or in despair. 

Forgive our sins, heal our wounds, and mend our brokenness. Hear the prayers of 

our hearts, spoken and unspoken - bidden and unbidden. For you, minister to all 

your children. Lord, minister to us as we seek to walk faithfully in the path of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – audio available on the church website     Martha Mendoza 

 

SCRIPTURE– audio available on the church website                                  Rev. Mike Daly  

Acts 1: 1-11  

(with additional references to Psalm 23 and John 14 in today’s sermon) 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself 

to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 

them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 

me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
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Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 

his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.” 

 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. 

 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 

men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 

stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

 

SERMON – audio available on the church website                                   Rev. Mike Daly        

Together We Stand 

At our core, all of us carry the worry that we will be abandoned in our time of 

greatest need. We fear that during the darkest night of our soul, we will be alienated 

by those we usually turn to for solace and comfort. In our most intimate 

relationships, we fear that we will find ourselves emotionally abandoned when we 

need to be supported and loved. Ultimately, we carry the seeds of fear that even 

God might abandon us when we need to feel His strength and presence. 

 

One of the reasons we cherish the 23rd Psalm is for the assurance it gives us that 

our devoted shepherd will be with us and never leave us. In other biblical texts, 

such as John 14, there is a context anxiety. This passage is part of a long "farewell 

discourse" that begins back in chapter 13 when Jesus has his last supper with his 

disciples. Jesus tells his disciples that he is going away.   

 

At the beginning of chapter 14, Jesus says the words we frequently quote at 

funerals "Let not your hearts be troubled…. In my Father’s house there are many 

rooms…. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to 

be with me that you also may be where I am." 

 

A little later in the fourteenth chapter of John, and in the first chapter of Acts, Jesus 

announces that his earthly body is going to return to the Father, and that an 

advocate, a spirit of truth, will permanently take his place. The earthly ministry of 
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Jesus is coming to an end. Jesus is saying farewell to the disciples. In the face of his 

imminent departure, and ascension, the disciples cannot help but be anxious.  

 

These disciples had taken an excessive amount of risks in his company. They 

openly broke religious traditions, and offended religious officials in the process. 

They helped Jesus teach that earthly powers of emperors and empires were through 

and would yield to the new Kingdom of God’s eternal realm. Jesus had taught 

them, walked with them, and broke bread with them. And now he was telling them 

that he was going away to reunite with his Father. Not only weren't they invited, 

but he was leaving them in charge.  

 

Then Jesus makes them a promise: "I will not leave you orphaned.... I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you forever.  This is the 

Spirit of Truth." 

 

The book of Acts is more than the story of the growth of the early church. It speaks 

to the growth of the disciple’s ability to work with each other and rely on the Holy 

Spirit that dwells among them. In that promise of an advocate, we who are the 

church today and the church tomorrow are also told that we will never be 

abandoned, never left alone, never be without the life-giving presence of God.  

 

Preacher David Lose, in a commentary on this passage, says it gives us two helpful 

clues as to what the Holy Spirit looks like. First, the Holy Spirit looks like an 

Advocate --the one who stands up for you when you need it; the one who speaks on 

your behalf; the one who lends you a helping hand, takes your side, and won't leave 

you while you're down.  

 

Second, the Holy Spirit looks like Jesus. The Spirit is "another advocate" because 

Jesus is the first. The Spirit, Jesus goes on to say, will abide with us just as Jesus 

has abided with us. The Spirit is sent in Jesus' name and reminds us of what he 

taught. 

 

So the Holy Spirit is an advocate that looks a whole lot like Jesus, which means 

that we've actually seen the Spirit (or the Spirit at work) lots of times. Anytime 

someone stands up for another... Anytime someone acts like Jesus... Anytime 

someone bears the love of Christ to another... we've seen the Holy Spirit. 

 

Michael Lindvall is a pastor who authored the book Good News from North 

Haven. It's a book about his experience in a small church in northern Minnesota. In 

a chapter about baptism, he tells about the time he found one of his members sitting 
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alone, weeping in the sanctuary, after a baptism. In this little church, baptisms 

traditionally involved the grandparents and aunts and uncles all standing as the 

newest member of their family was held by the minister for the sacrament. 

 

Her name was Mildred, and through her tears, she told Michael that she had a new 

grandson and that she was thinking about his baptism. Michael told her to have 

Tina and her husband give him a call to make arrangements. 

 

"Tina's got no husband," Mildred said. She's eighteen, was confirmed in this church 

just four years ago . . .she started to see this older boy." She hesitated, and then the 

rest of the story came tumbling out. “She got pregnant, and Jimmy moved away, 

and she decided to keep the baby, and she wants to have him baptized here, in her 

church, but she's nervous to come to talk to you.” 

 

The real problem, you see, is when the minister gets to the part when he invites the 

whole family to stands up. Tina shuttered at the thought of no one standing accept 

her mom. She felt ashamed that her situation would be there for everyone to see.  

 

The day of the baptism arrived, the last Sunday in Advent, and the church was full. 

An elder announced "Tina Corey presents her son for baptism". . . "Down the aisle, 

she came, nervously, shaking slightly with month old Jimmy in her arms, a blue 

pacifier stuck in his mouth. The scene hurt every bit as much as we knew it would." 

 

'Who stands with this child?' Michael asked, and Mildred, Tina's mother, stood up 

all by herself. Michael goes on and writes, "I was just about to ask Tina the parent’s 

questions when I became aware of movement in the pews. [Eighty-year-old elder] 

Angus McDowell had stood up in his blue serge suit, Minnie beside him. Then a 

couple of other elders stood up, then the sixth grade Sunday School teacher stood 

up, then a new young couple in the church, and soon, before my incredulous eyes, 

the whole church was standing up with little Jimmy." United they stood. In love. In 

witness. In Oneness with the Holy Spirit.  

 

And, JESUS said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 

has set by his own authority. But YOU…. will receive POWER when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 
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OFFERTORY – audio available on the church website 

God provides for us in ways that we do not always recognize. 

O God Our Help in Ages Past 

Jim Molina, piano/ organ 

 

DOXOLOGY  

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

  #90 Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

Come, Christians, join to sing: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Loud praise to Christ we bring: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all with heart and voice, 

before his throne rejoice; 

praise we with gracious choice: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Come, lift your hearts on high, 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Let praises fill the sky: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Christ is our Guide and Friend 

on whom we can depend; 

his love shall never end: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

 

Praise yet our Christ again: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Life shall not end the strain: 

Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven's blissful shore 

his goodness we'll adore, 

singing for evermore: 

Alleluia! Amen! 
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BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. 

Honor all people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Peace be with you, amen. 

           

                  

 

 


