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          At Home or Small Group Worship for June 28, 2020  

   *************************************************** 
      

 

OPENING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

 

#16 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy never ceasing 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious measure 

sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 

mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

Here I raise to thee an altar; 

hither by thy help I've come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed his precious blood. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

seal it from thy courts above. 

F I R S T  C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  
U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  

235 South Kenilworth Avenue, Elmhurst, IL 

Partners in Christ’s Service since 1890 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



2 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come to worship God, whose teaching is wise, whose directions are sure. 

Come to worship God, whose standards are right, whose judgments are true. 

Come to have your heart stirred and your eyes opened wide.  

Come, let us worship God. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 We believe you are an innovative God, who does not wait for us to find ourselves 

but comes seeking the lost. As a fellowship of Christ’s people, called to respect the 

dignity of every human life, we ask you to instill in us a vision of your divine future. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER – audio available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly                         

Gracious God, through Christ, you increase our joy and ease our burdens. We come 

before you this morning, aware of the new possibilities that you have given us in 

Christ. We come before you to refocus our priorities and to become more alert to 

your action in our lives. And, we come before you to find new joy in all the ways 

you have blessed us.  

 

We seek your direction to break down the barriers we have created against you and 

others. Help us, we pray, to follow Jesus when he says, “Follow me,” so that we 

might be led in ways to proclaim your gospel in our daily living.  
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Today, we recommit our faithful service to your creation. We place before you our 

fragmented busy lives. We place before you our family and friends – we pray for 

those who hurt in mind, body, or spirit; those who struggle with worries and stress; 

those who need your comfort in their time of mourning and sadness. We place before 

you our church and the call to do ministry in Christ’s name. Thank you for the 

fellowship of this church that builds deeper relationships of love and care.  

 

Lord, you are at work to heal our broken world. A world yearning for more love, 

more peace, and more justice. Lead us in paths of hope and shower us with an 

outpouring of your eternal Spirit. Surround us with your grace as we seek to follow 

Jesus as faithful disciples of your good news. Through Christ, our Lord, amen.  

 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   – audio available on the church website   Martha Mendoza 

 

SCRIPTURE – audio available on the church website           Rev. John Gibbon  

 

Matthew 10:40-42 (NRSV) 
 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive 

a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 

righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a 

cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell 

you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 

SERMON – audio available on the church website                     Rev. John Gibbon 

 

“How Refreshing is the Cup! “ 

 

It is a pleasure to be able to share once again with my many friends at First 

Congregational UCC in Elmhurst.  I look forward to a time in the near future when 

this can actually be face to face. 
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As many of you know, much of my pastoral career was spent as an army chaplain.  

However, you may not know that I also spent time as an enlisted soldier in the 

infantry in the years prior to my seminary training and ordination.  

 

During that time, I can distinctly remember the summer of 1978 when I was 

reassigned from Fort Carson, Colorado, to the 2nd Infantry Division in South Korea.   

 

After my initial in processing at the reception station near Seoul, I was sent up to my 

actual unit further north.  When I arrived, almost everyone was out in the field on a 

training exercise.  After a few hours to get settled in, I was trucked up to where the 

company was at. 

 

Not having a specific assignment as yet, I was left with the supply section.  They 

were set up on a hilltop with little shade or cover.  Being the middle of summer, the 

days were hot and humid.  To keep out of the sun, we often would climb under the 

truck for its shade and the few degrees difference it offered.   

 

Down at the foot of the hill was a local farm.  The family there was gracious enough 

to allow us to draw water from their well.  The first time I made the trip down to help 

fill the water cans, I can remember drawing a cup of the well water before we started 

filling the cans.  It was so cool and almost sweet.  And in the midst of the heat of that 

day, it was the most refreshing drink I had ever had. 

 

Now it does NOT matter where you are.  Whether it is in Korea where things can be 

hot & humid or in Iraq where it can be very hot & very dry.  From the very hot and 

very humid tropics to the very cold & very dry arctic and polar regions, anywhere 

we allow ourselves to become dehydrated, there is nothing more refreshing than a 

cup of cool water. 

 

Living in Palestine, Jesus knew this truth very well.  He experienced some of it as a 

child when he would have begged a drink from Mary or Joseph.  And then, even 

more so, in his forty-day ordeal in the wilderness before he began his ministry.  Jesus 

knew what thirst was and the utterly refreshing relief of a cup of cold water. 

 

He uses that image in today’s gospel.  If you listen very closely, you can sense the 

depth and power of its meaning for him as he describes it as a source of reward. 

 

It is important to remember that Jesus grew up and lived in a culture of hospitality.  

He mentions the term “welcome” (the initial act of hospitality) four times in this short 

reading.  And then he yokes that welcoming with offering the cup of cold water. 
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Interestingly, Jesus also notes in this passage that those who welcome and offer 

hospitality to his followers receive the same blessings that they are given and 

promised by God.  In other words, to welcome and be hospitable is to open the door 

for God to enter in and bless the host. 

 

As the writer of Ecclesiastes notes, “For everything there is a season, and a time for 

every matter under heaven (Eccl. 3:1).  So, there are times when even disciples need 

to be able to accept and receive the gracious hospitality of others.  And through this 

reversal of roles, Jesus’ followers become the source of new and unexpected 

blessings in the lives of their host. 

 

In ancient Palestine (and, indeed, much of the Middle East even today) a person’s 

reputation was often linked with the degree of hospitality they offered.  Their 

personal honor was enhanced or diminished by their graciousness.  And in turn, the 

honor and reputation of the extended family was equally affected. 

 

When extending such hospitality, the welcoming host in many ways became like a 

temporary servant to the guest.  They would provide comfort, food, and shelter.  They 

would see that all the primary needs of a person were met as best they were able.  

And it made no difference if the guest was someone they knew, a complete stranger, 

or even an enemy. 

 

Welcoming others or accepting offers of gracious hospitality from someone else is 

part of our call as disciples.  Much like a true conversation, it is a give and take, a 

time of extending and then a time of receiving.  It is like a bridge being built between 

people.  One that can transform our understanding of each other. 

 

Imagine if we were all able to be more concerned about our personal honor and 

finding ways to offer hospitality to everyone.  How might the conditions we witness 

in the streets these days be different.  I wager they would not be nearly as intense or 

inflamed. 

 

Offering the cup of cool water literally and figuratively, can rapidly extinguish the 

thirst of the body and the heart.  It can refresh and renew the soul, helping to 

extinguish bitterness and frustration.  It can even quench burning hatreds and rage. 

 

Now in the midst of the strangeness of this pandemic, we must each find our own 

unique ways to remain hospitable as well as accepting that extended by others.  But 

there can be no question that Jesus calls us to live welcoming lifestyles. 
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Under the limitations of our current situations, it might mean more phone calls, actual 

hand-written letters as well as e-mails or social media contacts, or even virtual face 

to face internet linkups.  Fortunately, we live in a time when we have a multitude of 

options to overcome the quarantines and social distancing we are directed to maintain 

and thereby continue to extend a sense of welcome. 

 

When we extend true welcomes and offer a cup to share,  

we demonstrate an essential element of our discipleship.   

When we take on the obligations and honor of serving others with grace and integrity,  

we express the depths of our faith.   

When we become the host and voluntary servant to another,  

we allow the Christ light within us to brightly shine forth. 

 

And whenever we genuinely extend such hospitable servanthood or accept it from 

others  

– How Refreshing is the Cup! 

 

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY – audio available on the church website  

                                                                What If?                   Nichole Nordeman 

Meg McGarry, soloist 

 

The steadfast love of God is as close as every breath. May that steadfast love 

inspire you with a generous heart, so that you may dwell in God’s peace. 

 

DOXOLOGY  

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

 

#344 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
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I have decided to follow Jesus-- 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 

The world behind me, the cross before me, 

the world behind me, the cross before me, 

the world behind me, the cross before me-- 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 

Though none go with me, I still will follow, 

though none go with me, I still will follow, 

though none go with me, I still will follow, 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 

No turning back, no turning back. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 

           

                  

 

 


