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FROM OUR PASTOR 

Rev. Mike Daly 

Innovation Mission 
 
Continuing education is vital to a minister's spiritual and 
professional growth. So far this year, I have participated in a 
weeklong Festival of Homiletics event centered on 
environmental issues and eco-justice. That was very interesting. 
It makes me proud that we have a robust Green Team and 
fantastic congregational support. Currently, I am in an online 
class with Northern Seminary called, "Innovative Mission." So 
far, the class as met only once. However, there is an interesting 
"takeaway" I would like to share with you. I am sure there will 
be more. 
  
The course began by addressing a ministry-model shift that has 
emerged in this post-modern, post-COVID, post-everything 
world. The change is an evolution. The old model of leaders 
being "shepherds" has moved to include leaders as "apostles." 
A shepherd pays close attention to what is going on inside the 
flock. An apostle works more independently and with small 
groups to "kick-up some dirt" on the pathways of life to 
intentionally serve others outside the church. A shepherd tells 
the story of what God did. An apostle tells the story of what 
God does. Both are good. 
  
An attribute shared by both of these style types is something the 
instructor called "soft eyes." This is a wisdom saying from Native 
American tribes. When you look at something with "hard eyes," 
you see only the obvious. When you look with soft eyes, you see 
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into the depth and complexities of what is around you. Native 
peoples used soft eyes when animal tracking. It is a practice of 
relaxing your eyes and un-focusing them to take in the wider 
view. 
  
In churches with innovative mission practices the question is, 
how can we kick-up some dust in our community and tell people 
about what God does? First Church has exceptional ministry 
programs within the church, and we are planning to add more. 
However, growing churches in this new age are not growing 
because of programs alone. Churches are growing as a 
consequence of its members and staff going to the 
"unchurched" within the community to listen and talk about 
unmet needs and faith. Using soft eyes, we can better see how 
Christ is already at work in and around us. 
  
Jesus does not call us to abandon the foundational values of the 
church. First Church is blessed to have a long tradition of being 
mission-oriented and sharing God's Word. It is inspiring. We 
listen for community needs and share time with people 
interested in exploring faith. I think our church has an innate 
knack for honoring our faithful heritage and kicking up some 
dust to tell of what God is doing. God will always lead us to new 
ministries and missions while we celebrate and sustain what 
God has already called us to do. 
  
Faithfully, 
Mike 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MODERATOR 

Mike Hennel 

We are looking forward to the limited reopening of church 
services on July 12.  I know it will be a special service and hope 
you can join us either in person or virtually.  Even though the 
pandemic has caused us to rethink how we connect as a 
congregation, it hasn't slowed us down from our main events for 
the year. 
  
Parking lot construction has started.  The demolition is almost 
done. And we expect that the lot will be completed mid-August. 
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The De Colores program is being developed; and even though it 
will be virtual this year, a lot of work is being done to ensure it's 
a high quality event for the children. 
  
We continue the at-home worship bulletin, online audio 
recordings of sermons and music, and live online meetings like 
the virtual coffee fellowship and Children's Sunday School. 
  
As I think of what the new normal will look like, I imagine that 
the use of video in our services and programs will be here to 
stay.  As we become more comfortable and knowledgeable with 
the technology, we will continue to look at how to leverage it in 
our programs and worship services. 
  
God bless you all, and may you and your families continue to 
remain healthy and safe. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARKING LOT WORK HAS BEGUN! 

      
 

          



 

           
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

"IN-PERSON" OUTSIDE WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
 

Sunday Worship Services for July 
In-Person - Outside - Beginning July 12th at 10:00 a.m. 

First Congregational Elmhurst 
  

If the weather is good, we will meet on the front lawn of the church 
(the corner of Kenilworth & Church). If it is rainy or too windy, we will not meet. We will be cautious and 

"ease" back into gathering in-person. 
  

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 
  
We will follow the State of Illinois and United Church of Christ guidelines. 
  
It is OK if you decide not to attend in person at church (the online at-home worship will still be provided 
on the website). Please use your best judgment as to whether you should attend.  
  
Stay at home if you or someone in your household is in an at-risk group or is not feeling well. 
  
FACE MASKS and DISTANCING will be required (families may sit together). 
  
The building will NOT be open for general use (including the lavatories). 
 
BRING your own lawn chairs, your face masks, your own coffee and water. 
  
You may want to bring an umbrella, sunscreen, bug spray. 
  
The parking lot will be closed because of construction. There is plenty of street parking. 
  
 



This will not be a "typical" service like those in the sanctuary. 

 NO bulletins 
 We will not sing aloud or have responsive readings. 
 Offerings may be placed in a "touch-free" collection plate. 
 The music will be pre-recorded or offered by Jim and the music team. 
 There will be a children's message by Martha for the kids. Children will stay with their families. 
 There will not be an in-person coffee hour after the service. 
 There will more "special" music after we conclude the worship time. 
 Remember, if the weather is bad we will not meet. 

These stipulations are a way of expressing love for neighbor and for self as we proclaim our love for God. 
Please use your best judgment as to whether you should attend.  

 
  

 

 

 

 

ERRAND RUNNING MINISTRY 

   
During this difficult time of limited mobility for so many due to the Coronavirus and 
the Stay at Home order, our church has put in place an Errand-Running Ministry. 
Effective immediately, any members needing to have errands run like grocery 
shopping, picking up dry cleaning, picking up prescriptions, walking your dog can call 
one of the below dispatchers and they will assign your errand(s) to one of our very 
own church members to be your runner. Everyone that is available to be an errand 
runner is a church member that you can trust. Drop offs will be made at your door 
with no close contact needed. 
 

Dispatcher to Call: 
 

            Tracy D'Alessandro        Dorothy Hamby        Carrie Stone        Carina Kanzler        Margaret Chittaro 
                 630-344-5861             630-779-6294         773-569-2444       630-750-6925           312-961-8067 
 

 If you are able to help be an Errand Runner, please contact Martha Mendoza. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES 

Tracy D'Alessandro, Bob Kanzler, Gail Ogdon, Carol Ringhoff, Carrie Stone, Chair and Bob Tracy  

 
The Trustees are getting excited about our reopening and gathering once again with our church friends. 
Much is being done to insure a clean, safe environment for our members, staff, tenants and visitors. The 
cleaning routine is being reviewed and updated, signage is being placed around the building and we are 
stocking up on the necessary supplies including strategically placed hand sanitizer stations. Details will be 
shared with all regarding the requirements and expectations of our congregation when gathering 
together. 



As we have explored the virtual world these past few months, we have come to acknowledge a need to 
continue to engage virtually in the future. A very big thank you to Jim Molina for keeping our website 
active, updated and refreshed. And to all those instrumental in our weekly Zoom gatherings, worship 
service resources and exceptional music! It has truly kept us connected and we appreciate the time and 
effort put forth to serve our members. Discussion and consideration is being given to forming a Systems 
Ministry Team for oversight of the many facets this may entail going forward. More to come as we get 
back into our new world and routine and see how this aspect of the church's ministry service evolves.   
 
Lastly but most importantly, the Trustees would like to give a special thank you and high praise to our 
wonderful staff who have worked so well together during this unique time to get the ministry of the church 
done in many different creative and thoughtful ways. We are blessed to have these special individuals 
looking after our spiritual needs in these trying times. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE DIACONATE 

Fritz Baumgartner, Don Haraf, Carolee Luppino, Claire Richter, Dave Schacht, Will Baumgartner 
 
This Sunday, July 5, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, you are invited to receive "drive-up" communion from Pastor 
Mike. Our Mission Board will be collecting items for PADS & The Night Ministry (see more info below in 
Mission Board section) at church by the office door during this time as well. We will social distance, wear 
masks, and be as contactless as possible.  
  
We will also collect the children's NOISY OFFERING! Bring your loose change and/or dollar bills in a 

plastic baggie and drop it off at the same time. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen 
Sloma 

 
Young adults are invited to be a part of a day of service. Our church is 
partnering with DuPage Habitat for Humanity to help with the building of 
homes for low income families. 
 

We need young adults 17 years old or older to serve on Saturday, July 11, 2020. We will depart from 
church at 7:00 a.m. and drive to the worksite. Together we will put our passion for justice into working 
on housing for the poor. 
 
There are still slots open, please contact Martha Mendoza if you would like to join this effort.  
 

Martha Mendoza 
630 440-1187 

Marta.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

De Colores Virtual Camp 
Monday August 3 through Friday August 7, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Virtual Learning & Fun for Kids! 
 

Although our building is closed, our De Colores Camp is here for your children. In a fun informal way De 
Colores will be carried out via Zoom. The week will consist of storytelling, singing, art, Global Outreach 
and much more.  

Registration is required  
by going to  

www.elmhurstucc.org 
 

We look forward to having your children be a part of the fun! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summertime Sunday School 
 
During the month of July, we will continue to offer Children's Zoom Sunday School at 10:30 am. Carrying 
out Sunday School virtually has been a wonderful experience! It has truly been a blessing to have our 
church children come together virtually while they have been under quarantine at home. 
 
Our teaching approach continues to be as a team with Julia Stone, Olivia Scumaci and our newest 
teammate Adison Goble. One of the added blessings has been the participation of parents and 
grandparents like Aundra Thompson and Carol Ringhoff who have contributed so much to this ministry 
during this pandemic with their leadership and LOVE for children. 
 
On Sunday, July 12 our church begins offering an outside worship service at 10:00 am (our usual time for 
in-person worship). This will not only be outside but very much condensed in time, with many social 

http://www.elmhurstucc.org/


distancing restrictions like no entering the building, not even for restroom use. Each of us should bring 
our own face covering, chairs, coffee or water. 
 
This start-up is a gradual way to start a new phase of experiencing in-person worship. The decision for 
parents to come with children is totally yours. The outside worship will include a children's message for 
those children present, an inspiring sermon and amazing music. 
 
Zoom Sunday School will continue during the month of July at 10:30 am. So families with children can 
either participate in the in-person service or zoom Sunday School. 
 
I look forward to continuing to grow our faith formation as a church family.  
 
In Service to Christ, Martha Mendoza 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THE MISSION BOARD 

Mary Moy-Gregg, Amy Reshamwala, Jan Russell, Allen Sloma, Diane Wells 

  
 

 

 
  

PADS and The Night Ministry of Chicago are in need! 
  
The Mission Board has been in contact with DuPage PADS and The Night Ministry of Chicago to identify 
their most urgent need items at this time. As you know, the homeless population has been hard hit during 
the pandemic. Our donations will go a long way to help these organizations minister to those most in 
need. 
  
They have asked for.... 
  
1. Monetary donations so they can purpose meal items 
2. Men and women's underwear and tee shirts; medium, large, XL 
3. White socks 
  
This collection will be divided equally with both organizations. 
  
This Sunday, July 5, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, you are invited to drop off items at church by the office door 
and receive "drive-up" communion from Pastor Mike. We will social distance, wear masks, and be as 
contactless as possible. Otherwise, you may drop off items at church on either Thursdays or Fridays from 



10 to noon or call Mike Daly at 630-220-9634 or Amy Reshamwala at 714-588-7932 to make other 
arrangements. 
  
We will also collect the children's NOISY OFFERING! Bring your loose change and/or dollar bills in a plastic 
baggie and drop it off at the same time. Remember, monetary donations can be made using Tithe.ly or 
mailed to the church. Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

 

Please continue to visit our website to participate in our online worship service. Audio 
recordings of hymns, prayers, Scripture, the sermon, the Children's Message and special 
music will be available each week. Although we are currently socially distant, we are fortunate 
to still feel spiritually close. We look forward to a time when we can be together again.  
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

GREEN TEAM 

Karen Pachyn 
 

Green Team Tip of the Month - July     
 
While we're all focused on dealing with all the immediate challenges 
in the world right now, don't forget that one of the biggest long term 
ones is still lurking out there, ready to cause even more troubles - 
global warming. So here's something to think about - the length of 
time it takes for items to decompose in a landfill.  
 
 
Paper towels - 2-4 weeks          Cigarette butts - 10-12 years 
Banana peel - 3-4 weeks           Leather shoes - 25-40 years 
Paper bag - 1 month                  Tinned steel can - 50 years 
Newspaper - 1.5 months           Foamed plastic cup - 50 years 
Apple core - 2 months               Rubber boot sole - 50-80 years 
Cardboard - 2 months               Plastic containers - 50-80 years 
Cotton glove - 3 months           Aluminum can - 200-500 years 
Orange peels - 6 months          Plastic bottles - 450 years 
Plywood - 1-3 years                   Disposable diapers - 550 years 
Wool sock - 1-5 years                Monofilament fishing line - 600 years 
Milk cartons - 5 years                Plastic bags - 200-1000 years 
 
You may want to keep these numbers in mind both when you are buying something at the store and 
when you are determining how to dispose of an item after you've used it up.   
 
We wish everyone a safe and happy July! 
 
The Green Team 
Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Chris Murray, Shirley Myers, Gail Ogdon, Karen Pachyn, 
Claire Richter, Bob Tracy  
 
 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Rev. Jan Davis 

 
Heritage Bunch meets regularly on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month 

 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the parlor. Look for information coming soon about continuing our 
gatherings.  

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
 
 

 

         
 

1 Dave Ogdon 14 Jeff Morrow 

4 Nancy Walters 16 Janet Russell 

7 Paul Loss 23 Tammy Hicks 

8 Mark Swanson 25 Mike Hennel 

8 Alex Stone 26 Nolan Dubois 

11 John Hamby 29 Phoebe Daly 

13 Shirley Myers 29 Becky Swanson 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

Basia Rudy Fred "Rick" Leppien Calvin Jackson Sr. Louis Reed 

Amy Lynch Phyllis Crosley Marguerite Schuetter Mary Lindahl 

Ken Stratton Angela Burrell Ed & Cheryl Eckert Tom Myers 

Michael Magana Ron Tueber Will Kalvelage Susan Graybill 

 
 
 
If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office 
at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

July Event/Room Time 

5 At Home Worship- See website for bulletin and audio.  

5 Zoom Coffee Fellowship 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

5 
Communion Drive-Up Communion, Noisy Offering & PADS/ 
The Night Ministry Collection 

10:00 a.m. - noon 

11 Young Adult Service Day at DuPage Habitat for Humanity 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

12 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.  

12 Zoom Coffee Fellowship  9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

12 "In-Person" Outside Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

12 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

19 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.  

19 Zoom Coffee Fellowship 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

19 "In-Person" Outside Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

19 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

26 At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.  

26 Zoom Coffee Fellowship 9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

26 "In-Person" Outside Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

26 Zoom Children's Sunday School 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

TITHE.LY GIVING 

                                                                                                    

Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get 
started. You'll find First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is 
safe and secure and goes directly to our church. More information is available online 
at https://get.tithe.ly. 
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