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        At Home or Small Group Worship for July 5, 2020  

 

************************************************************************

     

OPENING HYMN – audio available on the church website 

 

Meg McGarry, Tiffany Whalen, Larry Whalen, vocals 

Dave Benziger, guitar 

Taylor Brysewics, bass 

Justin Kono, drums 

Jim Molina, piano 

 

“America the Beautiful”                                                           Katherine Lee Bates 

 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 

Whose stern, impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare for freedom beat 

Across the wilderness! 

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law! 

O beautiful for heroes proved 

In liberating strife, 
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Who more than self their country loved 

And mercy more than life! 

America! America! 

May God thy gold refine, 

Till all success be nobleness, 

And every gain divine! 

 

O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 Let us sing praises to God, and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

 God’s healing presence restores us to life. 
 Let the people praise you, O God, and not be silent. 

 O Lord, our God, we will give thanks to you forever! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

Gracious God, we give you thanks for all the blessings we experience - the freedom 

to worship you without fear, the bounty and diversity of your creation, and the 

precious gift of unexpected joy. This weekend we reflect and give thanks for our 

great nation. We give thanks for freedoms and liberties, for independence and diverse 

communities. Renew us again that we might become more faithful to your peace, 

justice, and joy. We pray, in the name of Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 
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I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER – audio available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly 

Divine Spirit, we belong to you and your realm. You call us to freedom. You call us 

to bear one another’s burdens. You call us to forgiveness and reconciliation. You call 

us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Even as you call us to freedom in Christ, bind 

us together with your love and grace.  

 

As we celebrate Independence Day, hear our prayers of thanksgiving for the 

foundations of our country. May we have the grace to maintain our liberties in 

righteousness and peace for all your people. We pray for our local and national 

leaders that they may do their work with wisdom. We pray with thanksgiving for the 

men and women who serve our country in the military, as police and firefighters, as 

conservation works, as social workers, as volunteers. God of Love, thank you for all 

who protect us and build up the human spirit and nurture life.  

 

We pray for comfort and healing for those among us who suffer in mind, body, and 

spirit. Give us courage and hope in our troubles and a vision of hope for our future. 

We pray for forgiveness for our shortcomings, and for those things we have done and 

have left undone. Forgive us for closing you out at times when we needed you the 

most. Enable us to begin again to serve you in newness of life.  

 

Lord, once again, we let go of fear and anxiety and put our trust in you. Once again, 

we are refreshed, renewed, and restored. Once again, we are empowered to face 

uncertainty in our lives and celebrate our life with you. In Christ’s name, we pray. 

Amen.  

 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – audio available on the church website     Martha Mendoza 
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SCRIPTURE – audio available on the church website                              Rev. Mike Daly 

 

Genesis 1: 26 – 2: 4  

 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 

over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping 

thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 

 

     So God created humankind in his image, 

     in the image of God he created them;  

     male and female he created them. 

 

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 

and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have 

given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every 

tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 

everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And 

it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 

day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed 

it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are 

the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

SERMON – audio available on the church website                                   Rev. Mike Daly 

 

Family Resemblance 

 

Happy 4th of July Weekend!  

 

Have you done one of the DNA tests yet? Our family did the “23 and Me” DNA test. 

The process involves spitting into a small test tube, then mailing it to the lab. When 

it was ready, I received an email letting me know I could log into my account to see 

the results. It’s very interesting. 
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Do you recall hearing a family member or friend say, “You are a spitting image of 

your uncle Pete?” Who knew spitting would be one of the ways to find out how our 

DNA creates that likeness?  

 

Some people do these tests wanting to learn more about their family roots. One of 

the stories my mom and grandmother told me for decades was that we had an ancestor 

who was a Native American from the Mohegan tribe. The details were always 

incomplete and fuzzy, but they believed this enough to pass the story along. 

Needless-to-say, our DNA results determined that we are 100% northern European. 

Mystery solved.  

 

Some people do DNA tests or map out their genealogy out of curiosity and a longing 

to discover something out-of-the-ordinary. Perhaps the hope is that there was a 

family member who was a famous historical figure – maybe a hero or even royalty. 

The premise of countless fantasies and daydreams is to discover that you are the 

long-lost heir of a royal family fortune!   

 

In a study out of Yale University, statistician Joseph Chang’s research suggests that 

if you go back 32 generations, you will find that everyone alive today shares a 

common ancestor. Everyone on Earth is connected, and that means we are family. 

And, we really do have ancestors of royal descent.  

 

But go back even further in time and realize that we all have another royal ancestry. 

Scientific testing and labs aren’t necessary – just a little faith is all you need.  

 

In the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, the book of Genesis tells of God 

creating the heavens, the earth, plants and animals, and so on. Then God creates 

humans. God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 

they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and 

all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground. So God 

created humankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them.” 

 

Remember, in the ancient world, kings and pharaohs often referred to themselves as 

an “image” of a particular god. They insisted that they were the human embodiment 

of a god. They ruled in the place of that god. And, the “image” of that god was 

reserved for the king alone. Temples were erected to house the king’s image formed 

as a statue to be worshiped.  
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Genesis 1 is a bold statement because it reshapes and recasts the true nature of 

“image.” There is one Creator God – benevolent to all, whose image is not to reside 

in one king or queen, but in all of humanity – male and female and every race and 

nationality. We are the image and reflection of God, assigned to be stewards of God’s 

creation and stewards of God’s reign on the earth.  

 

It’s not a matter of who your earthly parents are; it’s not about birth order; it is not 

about your family tree and what you inherited. It’s the gift of how God made us. We 

were made to be royalty and to live as children of salt and light meant to preserve 

and illumine God’s realm on earth.   

 

Psalm 8 says, “You have made us a little lower than God and crowned them with 

glory and honor.” In 1 Peter, it says that we are made to be “a royal priesthood.” 

According to our biblical tradition, humans are meant to be royal heirs who 

demonstrate the just rule of God and his kingdom. We are created to reflect God. In 

other words, we bear a family resemblance. 

 

As awesome as this all sounds in Genesis 1 and 2, we quickly fall into an undoing of 

God’s image in Genesis 3. The serpent shows up and convinces the archetypical 

humans that they could be more than the image of God. They could be gods 

themselves. This was a lie, of course, but it sounded so perfect. We were left to grasp 

at determining the knowledge of good and evil for ourselves.  

 

Instead of ruling God’s creation as a royal bloodline might - ruling in a fellowship of 

equals - people began to compare themselves to each other. A sense of “whatever 

you can do, I can do better” emerged. Jealousies and power struggles led to a desire 

to rule over one another. Instead of stewardship for God’s kingdom, people began to 

build their own kingdoms. Instead of living a royal life in the royal garden God 

created, they ultimately turned themselves into exiles in a strange and hostile 

landscape. 

 

The early chapters of Genesis tell the story of how the image of God meant for 

humanity diminished quickly. Humans replaced the sanctity of God’s image with 

idolatry. This sin impairs our ability to know who we really are. Idolatry is often the 

image of God turned inward. When we idolize such things as self, fame, power, 

money, we are put into conflict with our bodies, our thoughts, our attention span, and 

our ability to see and hear others – and the list goes on! To our detriment, this sin 

impairs our ability to love what God loves. 
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The work of every faithful generation is to reclaim our true “DNA.” As John Wesley 

put it - human beings are created in the image of God, created able to stand, but 

liable to fall. Let’s continue to work on our ability to stand. We can restore justice. 

We can repair broken dreams. We can heal a hurting planet. We can be the human 

family of God’s children. And, when we fall, we can be ready to pick each other up. 

Even though God is there to help pick us up too, we can beat God to that task.  

 

Though the idea of humanity being created in the image of God fades in the opening 

chapters of Genesis - it is not gone. It may be lost more often than found, but it is 

never dead. Over and over again, the image reappears. And, of course, the image of 

God embedded from the beginning of creation, and the new model for humanity, is 

revealed best in the person of Jesus. 

 

There is good news for all! What makes you, you? It is not your fancy career title, 

your degrees, your desires, your preferences, your sins, your past, or your present. 

Your bloodline is special. We might even say, we all have royal bloodlines. We are 

heirs of a Promise that if we are lost, we are not lost forever. A Promise to be reunited 

as God’s family. Look closely at any person - whether they are a friend or a stranger 

- and you will see something familiar. The image of God, the one who loves us.  

 

Amen 

 

OFFERTORY – audio available on the church website                   

 

Meg McGarry, solo 

Dave Benziger, guitar 

Taylor Brysewics, bass 

Justin Kono, drums 

Jim Molina, piano  

 

“God Bless America”                                                                            Irving Berlin 

 

God bless America 

Land that I love 

Stand beside her 

And guide her 

Through the night 

With the light 

From above. 
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From the mountains 

To the prairies 

To the oceans 

White with foam 

God bless America 

My home sweet home 

 

God bless America 

Land that I love 

Stand beside her 

And guide her 

Through the night 

With the light 

From above. 

  

From the mountains 

To the prairies 

To the oceans 

White with foam 

God bless America 

My home sweet home. 

  

From the mountains 

To the prairies 

To the oceans 

White with foam 

God bless America 

My home sweet home 

God bless America 

God bless America 

God bless America 

My home sweet home 

 

DOXOLOGY  

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG – audio available on the church website 

 

Meg McGarry, Tiffany Whalen, Larry Whalen, vocals 

Dave Benziger, guitar 

Taylor Brysewics, bass 

Justin Kono, drums 

Jim Molina, piano 

 

“This Land is Your Land”                                                                Woody Guthrie 

 

This land is your land and this land is my land 

From California to the New York island 

From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters 

This land was made for you and me 

 

As I was walking that ribbon of highway 

I saw above me that endless skyway 

I saw below me that golden valley 

This land was made for you and me 

 

This land is your land and this land is my land 

From California to the New York island 

From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters 

This land was made for you and me 

 

I roamed and rambled and I've followed my footsteps 

To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts  

All around me a voice was sounding 

This land was made for you and me 

 

This land is your land and this land is my land 

From California to the New York island 

From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters 

This land was made for you and me 

 

When the sun come shining, then I was strolling 

And the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling 

The voice was chanting as the fog was lifting 

This land was made for you and me 
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This land is your land and this land is my land 

From California to the New York island 

From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters 

This land was made for you and me 

This land was made for you and me 

 

BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 

          


