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           At Home or Small Group Worship for August 2, 2020  

  
************************************************************************ 

 

OPENING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

                                                                                                            Dave Benziger, guitar 

#276 We Gather Together 

 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 

he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 

the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing: 

sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 

 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 

so from the beginning the fight we were winning; 

thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glory be thine! 

 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 

and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation endure through tribulation: 

thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Glorious God, we come together as your people.  

We come as a praising people, singing your goodness. 

We are as a hungry people, longing to be fed by you.  

We come as a praying people, bringing our needs, our joys.  

We are a journeying people, looking for direction.  

In this sacred space of worship, empower us for faithful living.  

Let us worship the God of Life!  

F I R S T  C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  
U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  

235 South Kenilworth Avenue, Elmhurst, IL 

Partners in Christ’s Service since 1890 

 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



2 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

O Breath of God, sweep through us, and revive us with your power and grace. O 

Wind of God, bend us to your will and open us to confess our needs humbly. Then 

in your tenderness, remake us, and restore us for the sake of your divine kingdom. O 

Breath of Love, breathe upon us the gift of new life. In Christ’s name, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER – audio available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly 

 

You surround us with your holiness – O God. You have created a world made 

remarkable and sacred by your Word. Your presence has been with us since our 

beginning. 

  

For fear of spreading a contagious disease, we have limited our voices. You say, “Do 

not be afraid.” And, you remind us that there is sacredness in silence too. Either 

words spoken silently or spoken aloud are a good way to converse with you. 

 

Help us, we pray, in our listening. In our praise of your love and forgiveness, may 

we hear the song of birds and breeze, trees and leaves, sun and moon, hills and 

valley. For all of creation sings your praises. In our busyness, we usually fail to hear 

the words of your love and the music of the spheres. Thank you for these quieter 

times, especially amid the disruptive chaos of these days.  

 

We seek you and your grace and place our lives into your care. In these prayerful 

moments with you, we reach out our prayers for each person we hold dear; we reach 
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out our prayers for friends and family no longer with us; we reach out our prayers 

for people in need - whatever those needs may be: health, housing, food, or healing 

relationships. We bring prayers of gratitude for all frontline workers who serve 

selflessly and keep us safe - those serving in the military, police departments, fire 

stations, and medical professionals.  

 

Lord, we bring prayers for an end to anger, fear, hatred, and violence. There are too 

many in this world who act out destructively. Show us pathways to peace and justice 

that are peaceful and justified. Show us ways to hear and see those overlooked and 

ignored. Fill us with compassion. Inspire new visions of church, community, nation, 

and the world that put people and creation in harmony and into a right relationship 

with you. 

 

We pray in the name of Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

One God forever. Amen. 

 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – audio available on the church website     Martha Mendoza 

 

SCRIPTURE – audio available on the church website                                 Terry Hennen 

     

Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV) 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary 

place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus 

landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, 

and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and 

buy themselves some food.” 

 

Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
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“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 

 

“Bring them here to me,” he said.  And he directed the people to sit down on the 

grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 

thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 

twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate 

was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

SERMON – audio available on the church website                                   Rev. Mike Daly 

 

Good and Plenty  
 

Biblical literature has a remarkable number of stories about people eating together. 

Some of Jesus’ parables are centered on eating --others around the making or getting 

of food. Do you remember how Abraham and Sarah fed the divine messengers who 

had come to tell them that the promise of offspring would be fulfilled even in their 

old age? Genesis 32, you might remember, is the story of the reconciliation of the 

brothers Jacob and Esau. In the story, Jacob sends food in advance as a peace 

offering.   

 

Many of the feeding stories of the Bible are miracle stories. The Hebrew people 

wandering in the wilderness were fed by manna that appears on the ground morning 

after morning. In the book of I Kings, there is the story of Elijah asking a widow to 

feed him with the last bit of food she has. She fed Elijah, and the jar of meal and the 

jug of oil were never empty again. The Bible abounds with what a friend of mine 

calls the "wonder bread" stories.   

 

All four of the New Testament gospel writers include this story about the miraculous 

feeding of the five thousand. Each gospel’s account varies slightly. So in the Gospel 

of John, for example, John identifies the five loaves as barley and says a willing boy 

in the crowd contributes them and the two fish. In Matthew’s account, you will notice 

that the disciples seem reluctant to offer their bread and fish.  

 

It's important to point out that Matthew gives us this miracle story after 

the banquet story at King Herod's palace. At this banquet, a dancing girl had asked 

the love-struck king for the head of John the Baptist. Herod obliges. After hearing 

the bad news about John, Jesus takes his disciples to a remote place.  
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Who can blame Jesus for withdrawing to grieve the death of his cousin John? Theirs 

was no casual family relationship. John is the one who dedicated his life to preparing 

the way for Jesus. It is a sad reminder that God's prophets are not protected from 

death. So, Jesus needs time to be alone. But, the crowd followed Jesus.  

 

Rather than sending them away, Jesus "had compassion on them." Jesus embraces 

the crowd. I imagine the crowd was upset by the news of John too. So they spend the 

day together comforting and consoling each other. As the sun begins to set, the 

disciples go to Jesus and suggest that he send everyone away to get supper in the 

nearby towns.   

 

(I think) it is a thoughtful gesture by the disciples. They were being practical and 

“watching the clock.” It was getting late, and they were in the middle of nowhere. 

After the long day of digesting the terrible news about John the Baptist, their 

stomachs were beginning to growl. The disciples were ready to build a fire and eat 

themselves. It was time to break-up the gathering – flick the lights – and say good 

night.  

 

Jesus responds, "They don’t need to go away." Jesus feels that these people needed 

to stay together and be sustained by each other's company. As someone once said, 

"Sometimes, after very bad news, it does not matter what you eat as long as you eat 

it with someone.” “They need not go away,” Jesus said to his disciples, "you give 

them something to eat." Knowing they had nothing to offer the crowd, the disciples 

must have been a little stunned.   

 

When it comes to miracle stories, we often ask, do miracle stories really make sense? 

Do we need to read these types of stories as literal? English philosopher David 

Hume's critique of miracles argues that by definition since miracles are a violation 

of the laws of nature and since those laws must be used and appealed to to prove that 

an event has happened, it would be impossible to prove that a miracle has occurred. 

Hume also argues that every religion has its miracle stories. Whose do we believe?   
  

Barbara Brown Taylor in Seeds of Heaven wonders, what we would have seen if we 

were there? Did Jesus pray, and suddenly a mound of bread appeared? Why don't 

Matthew, Luke, Mark, or John give us more of the fascinating details?! 

 

A common explanation of this miracle suggests that the miracle is one of getting 

people to share what they already had. They were inspired by seeing their teacher 

bless the loaves and fish, then pass them out. When the basket came their way, they 

took what they had hidden up their sleeves, and put something in the basket rather 
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than taking something out. The meal grew and grew, and there were even leftovers-

-just like there would be at the end of a church potluck. 

 

But, sharing is not a miracle! Right? Sharing is something Christians do. But, the act 

of generosity is not a miracle. I’m inclined to let a miracle be a miracle. Remember, 

our Christian confession is that God made himself uniquely known to humankind in 

the life, death, and the miracle resurrection of Jesus. Miracles stories don't ask us to 

deconstruct them as much as they are meant to give us a deeper sense of God's 

tangible kingdom.    

 

There are many lessons here - meant for - we mere mortals. The main one always 

seems to ask, do you have faith? When the disciples pointed out how little they had, 

they were operating out of a sense of “little or no faith.” The disciples were correct, 

though, resources were scarce. But, Jesus only operates out of a sense of plenty. He 

looked at the same things the disciples did, but he saw plenty. Jesus has faith that 

there is plenty of time, plenty of compassion, plenty of possibilities - with what was 

already at hand. Isn’t that the core of Jesus’ teachings? That there is plenty of God's 

love, hospitality, and grace to go around. What they didn’t have was something to 

eat so they could stay longer and be closer to Jesus. Jesus responds – and there is 

plenty of bread and fish for everyone.  

 

The last thing the crowd needed was to be sent away. They were emotionally emptied 

by their grief, despair, and pain. They needed to be together, fed by a nourishing 

word, and sustained by the bread of life. So Jesus takes bread and fish and multiplies 

them. Like manna from heaven, Jesus shows how God’s compassion is unlimited. 

Jesus shows us that there is no scarcity of such a thing in the realm of God. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY – audio available on the church website            
 

We see God’s vision for the future. Our gifts lead us to build God’s dreams.  

Let us share our offerings to create the Church of today and tomorrow. 
 

                                                      To God be the Glory                                              Raney 

Jim Molina, organ/piano 

 

DOXOLOGY  

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

                                                                                                            Dave Benziger, guitar 

#614 I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

 

I'm gonna live so God can use me  

anywhere, Lord, anytime!  

I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere,  

Lord, anytime! 

 

I'm gonna work so God can use me  

anywhere, Lord, anytime!  

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere,  

Lord, anytime!  

 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me  

anywhere, Lord, anytime!  

God can use me anywhere,  

Lord, anytime!  

 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me  

anywhere, Lord, anytime!  

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere,  

Lord, anytime!  

  

BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 

           

                  

 

 


