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Luke 17:5-6 (NIV)
The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"
He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard
seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey
you.
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I have to admit that I identify with the disciples'
plea to Jesus to give them a super-sized, jumbo
version of faith to support them in their daily living
and sustain them in the work Jesus asks them to
do. The interpretations differ on whether Jesus'
response to them is a criticism or encouragement
to risk exercising the faith they do have. I tend to
believe it is the latter.
I hope you have experienced how a little faith has
made a big difference in your life. In a year, so full
of chaos, danger, and unrest within the country
and around the world, I find myself praying, "Lord,
be with us and increase our faith." But, Jesus
replies, 'Don't worry. The faith you have is
enough. Like manna, you can't store it like a
commodity, but I will give you what you need
every day.' And then, Jesus reminds us to put our
faith to work.
Robert Coles, the well-known writer and Harvard
child psychiatrist, tells the true story of Ruby
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Bridges. In 1960, at age six, she walked bravely
into an all-white elementary school in New
Orleans, desegregating her school. This AfricanAmerican child trusted in God's love for her and
had confidence in the power of God's love. Her
faith allowed her to walk through a gauntlet of
angry, loud men and women every morning and
afternoon accompanied by an armed guard. Her
faith also allowed her to pray for those who
shouted hateful things at her.
Of course, Ruby's faith arose from the formative
influences of her family and church. She
illustrated that the life of faith Jesus was inviting
his disciples into was not a solitary matter. We
nurture bold faith in the presence of a community
committed to healing and love.
Faithfully,
Mike

FROM OUR MODERATOR
Mike Hennel
Thanks to everyone who helped make this
summer's virtual De Colores program a huge
success. We had 57 participants this year and
could not have pulled it off without the dedication
of Jim Molina, Martha Mendoza, Michelle Maiers
and Dorothy Hamby who put in countless hours in
the production of the videos. If you haven't seen
them, please take a look at the YouTube channel
that Jim Molina created:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgsr_aHP3f74p21
_cp2buf1df1EAvfBLh

In addition to De Colores, our summer has been
filled with numerous building projects including
the redevelopment of the parking lot. We look
forward to celebrating the completion of these
projects once the weather cools so we can get the
new landscaping installed.
May God bless you all and keep you and your
families healthy and safe.

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY TO JEAN SCHILDBACH!
On August 29, 2020 our beloved member, Jean Schildbach, celebrated her 100th birthday. We were
honored to join in on the celebrations that have taken place this past weekend. Among them, the official
City of Elmhurst's Proclamation of Jean Schildbach Day on Saturday, August 29, 2020. Blessings to our dear
Jean!

THE TRUSTEES
Margaret Chittaro, Treasurer, Tracy D'Alessandro, Bob Kanzler, Gail Ogdon, Carol Ringhoff, Carrie
Stone, Chair and Bob Tracy
The Trustees continue to guide and manage church affairs by "staying the course" through these different
and sometimes difficult times. In acknowledging the difficulties of the world and the increased importance
of sacred space, we recognize the importance of the work we do here at the church to continue to bring
us together.

We have made much progress on both our physical and digital presence. A special thank you to Terry
Hennen for his time and tireless efforts working on Building and Grounds. If you are not able to attend our
outdoor worship services, take a pass by the church next time you are out. The stone work on the entire
building has been cleaned and the results are truly remarkable! Painting of the trim and doors will be
complete in September. Terry's insight and management on these projects is producing fantastic results.
The bulk of the funds for these projects has been from the Capital Building Fund Campaign we ran last fall.
Many thanks to all donors, small and large, for sharing their resources to get these projects complete.
Also, the parking lot is complete, landscaping will go in the middle to end of September as it is too hot and
dry now for plantings to thrive.
And on the digital end, a special and very much deserved thank you to Jim Molina for his excellent work
keeping our website and digital worship services current to keep us all connected to each other and the
church. Jim's, as well as Martha's leadership and dedication to our online space is greatly appreciated. We
continue to be able to share and uplift the spiritual thoughts and messages we look to our church to
provide through their efforts.
Lastly, we would like to invite you all into the 2021 Stewardship Campaign which will kick off via virtual
Town Hall Meeting in October. Stay tuned as to how to come learn, celebrate and connect!

THE DIACONATE
Fritz Baumgartner, Will Baumgartner, Don Haraf, Carolee Luppino, Claire Richter

Sunday, September 6 we will be serving communion at our outdoor service, weather permitting. To
minimize person-to-person contact, we will have pre-packaged "communion kits" available on a table as
you enter the grounds. We are also encouraging people to bring their own communion elements.
Sunday, October 4 will be our last scheduled outdoor service AND we will be blessing the new parking lot.
Their might even be a surprise that Sunday!
We will cautiously be moving our services back indoors beginning Sunday, October 11. To best ensure
everyone's safety, we will be following UCC guidelines for indoor services which will include screening at
the door, closing some of the pews to ensure social distancing, requiring all congregants and visitors to
wear masks, having no personal contact such as the passing of the peace, and having instrument music
only. We will continue to send out links for at-home worship for whom that is the best option.

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen
Sloma

A Triumphant 6th Year
Amid COVID-19 and all of our church in-person programming coming to a halt, our De Colores Children's
Conversational Spanish ministry was able to go virtual and complete another year. The program was
carried out via Zoom with 57 children participating.
Children from 11 suburbs throughout the Chicagoland area and four states participated. Who knew that
during this time of pandemic isolation we would be blessed in reaching so many families with the Love of
God.
Together children in kindergarten to 5th grade learned to pray, sing, and share in Spanish. As part of our
commitment to becoming global citizens, children learned about marine life in Latin America and the
Caribbean that we share God's earth with. It was so challenging and moving to have brought this program
to children using this platform. This year for the first time we had children with special needs that were
able to join in.
This ministry could not have been possible without you, the members and friends of First Congregational
that support our church with your prayers and financial support, the leadership of our church officers, and
the participation of Dorothy Hamby who chairs our Christian Education Board, Kim Brigman, Lynette
Rosen, Amarelis Morales, Michelle Maiers, and the amazing Jim Molina.
Please visit this link to catch a glimpse of our virtual De Colores 2020: https://youtu.be/hSEvt5jHEeo
Muchas Gracias, Martha Mendoza
*************************************************************************************
Outdoor Worship Led By Youth
September 13 at 10:00 a.m.
On Sunday, September 13 a few of our youth leaders will be spearheading our in-person outdoor service.
Although this service will in no way have the participation that we have had in past youth-led worship
services, we thought it important to have a few youth lead us as it been our tradition on the second Sunday
of September.
As it has been for every outdoor service, our top priority is the safety of those that are present. So we will
be taking all precautions by having everyone sitting 6 to 8 feet apart and wearing face masks. We look
forward to having you join us on September 13 at 10:00 a.m. for our Youth-Led Worship Service.

Book Study with Pastor Mike
September 17 and 24
11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Mike invites you to read and discuss, Speaking of Sin - The Lost Language of Salvation, by Barbara Brown
Taylor. Contrary to the prevailing view, Taylor calls sin "a helpful, hopeful word." Naming our sins, she
contends, enables us to move from "guilt to grace."
We will meet by Zoom on September 17 and 24 from 11:30 to 12:15. On September 17, we will focus on
chapter 2, on September 24, we will focus on chapter 3. Reading is not required, please join the discussion
if you can.
Michael Daly is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Use the same link to join the meeting each week.
Topic: September Book Study Zoom Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72379866350?pwd=V0M0R2VKUCsyQ0lGaC85VmxKZGtkUT09
Meeting ID: 723 7986 6350
Passcode: 8xTfyS

*************************************************************************************

Middle School Youth Gathering
Sunday, September 20 at 4:00 p.m.

All 6th through 8th grade youth are invited to join us as we have fun playing virtual Pictionary. Special
prizes will be given to those that invite a friend and for the teams that have the most guesses of drawings.
Please mark your calendars and plan on joining in on the fun!

Tostada Sunday High School Gathering
Virtual Cooking with Martha
Sunday, September 27 at 4:00 p.m.

To honor the tradition of our Annual Tostada Sunday, all high school students are invited to a virtual
cooking class led by Martha. She will share her secret recipe and show you how to cook her famous
tostadas. An ingredient list will be emailed before the event and prizes will be given to those that cook
along with her.
We will also use this time to discuss our upcoming Martin Luther King, Jr. event. Your leadership is required
for this event to be successful.

MUSIC MINISTRY
Jim Molina, Minister of Music
Please continue to join us each Sunday to hear beautiful music by Jim, Dave,
Meg, Michelle, Al & Kevin. If you aren't able to attend our outdoor service, want
to listen again throughout the week, or share with friends, audio recordings of
hymns, prayers, Scripture, the sermon, the Children's Message and special music
will be available weekly on the church's website.
elmhurstucc.org

IN-PERSON OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE

In-Person Outdoor Worship Service
Join us each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. as we gather on our front lawn for our in-person outdoor worship service
(weather permitting). Our first priority is the safety of our members so we will be taking all precautions
and following the State of Illinois and United Church of Christ guidelines. Click the link below to review the
guidelines.
In-Person Outdoor Worship Service Guidelines
Please remember we will cancel the outdoor worship service if there is significant rain overnight or a
threat of rain Sunday morning. It will be too hard to social distance properly if the lawn at church is wet
and muddy. As always, the new Sunday at-home worship will be on the website.
www.elmhurstucc.org

ERRAND RUNNING MINISTRY
During this difficult time of limited mobility for so many due to the Coronavirus, our
church has put in place an Errand-Running Ministry. Effective immediately, any
members needing to have errands run like grocery shopping, picking up dry cleaning,
picking up prescriptions, walking your dog can call one of the below dispatchers and
they will assign your errand(s) to one of our very own church members to be your
runner. Everyone that is available to be an errand runner is a church member that
you can trust. Drop-offs will be made at your door with no close contact needed.

Tracy D'Alessandro
630-344-5861

Dispatcher to Call:
Dorothy Hamby
Carrie Stone
630-779-6294
773-569-2444

Margaret Chittaro
312-961-8067

If you are able to help be an Errand Runner, please contact Martha Mendoza.

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS

1

Dale Stevens

23

Linda Donahue

15

Jonathon Gregg

26

Gail Ogdon

21

Joy Vastola

29

Joyce Stevens

If you would like someone added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the
church office at elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net or 630-832-2580. Thank you.
Reminder: You can now add someone to the prayer list on our website elmhurstucc.org.
Just scroll down the front page to the Prayer Request section and fill out the form.
Basia Rudy

Phyllis Crosley

Tom Myers

Calvin Jackson, Sr.

Amy Lynch

Mary Lindahl

Susan Graybill

Angie Schultz

Ken Stratton

Ron Tueber

Linda Donahue

Don Soland

Michael Magana

Ed & Cheryl Eckert

Jan Russell

Mary Loss

Fred "Rick" Leppien

Louis Reed

Karen Sloma

Angela Burrell

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

September

Event/Room

6

At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.

6

Zoom Coffee Fellowship

6

In-Person Outdoor Communion Worship Service

13

At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.

13

Zoom Coffee Fellowship

13

In-Person Outdoor Youth-Led Worship Service

17

Zoom Book Study with Pastor Mike

20

At Home Worship- See website for bulletin and audio.

20

Zoom Coffee Fellowship

20

In-Person Outdoor Worship Service

20

Zoom Children's Sunday School

20

Zoom Middle School Gathering- Pictionary

24

Zoom Book Study with Pastor Mike

27

At Home Worship - See website for bulletin and audio.

27

Zoom Coffee Fellowship

27

In-Person Outdoor Worship Service

27

Zoom Children's Sunday School

27

Zoom High School Gathering- Virtual Cooking with Martha

Time

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. - 12:15
p.m.

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 - 11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m. - 12:15
p.m.

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 - 11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

TITHE.LY GIVING

AT CHURCH

ON THE GO

AT HOME

Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get started. You'll find
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and secure and goes directly
to our church. More information is available online at https://get.tithe.ly.

