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OPENING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

            Dave Benziger, guitar 

#218 Thine is the Glory 

Thine is the glory, 

risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory 

thou o’er death hast won. 

Angels in bright raiment 

rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes 

where thy body lay. 

[Refrain:] 

Thine is the glory, 

risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory 

thou o’er death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, 

risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets us, 

scatters fear and gloom; 

let the church with gladness 

hymns of triumph sing. 

for the Lord now liveth; 

death hath lost its sting. (Refrain) 

No more we doubt thee, 

glorious Prince of life! 
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Life is nought without thee; 

aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors 

through thy deathless love. 

Bring us safe through Jordan 

to thy home above. (Refrain) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together. 

Long-time members remind us where we came from and where we have been. 

 I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together. 

Children and youth will retell our sacred stories as they grow.  

I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together. 

New members bring a new spirit and fresh ideas. 

   We are the church together. 

           

OPENING PRAYER  

Creator of us all, we sometimes forget that we are not alone. Remind us that we are 

surrounded by people who care. We are surrounded by the love you have created. 

We are surrounded by the faithful assembled in this church here and now. In Christ’s 

name we pray. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Silent Prayer   
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PASTORAL PRAYER – audio available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly  

Divine Wisdom, we pause to simply breathe in your Spirit and let go of our burdens. 

It is your life-changing love that disrupts our worry, fear, and anxiety. Your Holy 

Spirit disrupts our understanding of fear and leads us to be more courageous in life. 

We know that too often, what passes for peace is so troubled by worry that we 

become indifferent to our own needs and the needs of others. Forgive us and move 

us to engage the real work of justice and peace, not with destructive rebellion, but 

rather by rational thought and radical, unconditional love.  

  

God, hear our prayers as we pause. Hear our joys and concerns for the world and 

those we love. Transform us that we may know you better and serve others more 

often. Today, we pray for those in our lives we call “loved one” and for those in need 

of healing and help. We pray for those we’d like to know better. We pray for our 

neighbors and neighborhood. We pray for friends and foes. And, most especially, we 

for those who have no one to worry about them. Lord, we give thanks for our towns, 

our state, our nation, and the world. May the arch of history continue to move toward 

justice and peace.  

  

Ever-present God, your peace surpasses all understanding. Help us understand that 

it is possible to be at peace amid life's storms, and in the midst of our own 

personal storms. Help us to trust you, God, because you ask us to act as if we really 

believe your Spirit and Presence matter. 

  

Thank you, Jesus, for letting go and thank you for holding on. Thank you, Lord, for 

your grace and mercy, for your wisdom and strength, for your inspiration and 

healing, and your compassion - that is enough for all. We praise and give you all 

glory, now and forever. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – audio available on the church website     Martha Mendoza 
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SCRIPTURE – audio available on the church website                                 Terry Hennen 

 

Matthew 21:23-32 (NIV) 

 

The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” 

they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 

Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism—where did it come from? 

Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 

ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are 

afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 

So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, 

sir,’ but he did not go. 

“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering 

the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of 

righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

 

SERMON – audio available on the church website                                      Rev. Mike Daly 

 

The Dilemmas of Life 

 

A dilemma is when you are given two options, and the implications of each are 

undesirable.   

 

A philosophy professor friend of mine would ask his first-year students to consider 

an example from the Middle Ages that troubled theologians. The question is, “Did 
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Adam (the first human) had a belly button?” I’ll let you think about that for a 

moment. 

 

If Adam had a navel, then God had created him with something that was useless. It 

would not have had a purpose since Adam was not “born.” So, why would he have 

the vestige of an umbilical cord?  If Adam did not have a navel, then God created the 

prototype human with a missing feature.   

 

The professor points out that many of his students, these days, suggest that the escape 

from this dilemma is to point out that we now have a different use for the navel - as 

a place to pierce and display jewelry.    

 

In today's Gospel reading, when Jesus comes to the temple, the chief priests and 

elders, that is, the authorities, pose a question to Jesus. "By what authority are you 

doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" Let's see some credentials.  

   

Here is the dilemma they hope to trap Jesus in: If Jesus says he is sent from God or 

claims to be the Messiah, then the authorities can challenge his credentials: where's 

his seminary degree? Who has he studied with? They may be able to charge him with 

fraud or blasphemy.   

 

If he says he hasn't been commissioned by any recognized authority, but is preaching 

from his own conviction then they can have him shuffled aside or tell the people that 

here is just another self-appointed “religious-nut” who hasn't been legitimated by the 

religious system, so don’t take him seriously.   

 

In short, they hope to put Jesus in a dilemma to give them grounds to expel him from 

the temple. Jesus responds with a question (a very rabbinical thing to do). "Did the 

baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" At the words 

"baptism of John," everyone's ears perked up.   

 

John had attracted hundreds of people out to the banks of the Jordan where he had 

been such a powerful preacher that hundreds had been baptized. Everyone would 

have known him or known of him. Grab anyone on the street and ask about John. 

They would say, "He was the real-deal, a popular prophet, a powerful prophet with 

a message from on high!" 

 

Can you see how Jesus turns the tables? Now the chief priests and elders are in a 

disturbing dilemma. They argued among themselves. They can’t decide, so they 

answer, "Well, that's a puzzling question. We don't know." 
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Jesus then tells a story.  

 

There was a father with two sons. He tells the first, "The vines in the vineyard need 

pruning. There is some brush that needs hauling. I need some help in constructing 

some supports for the new growth and we need to repair one of the wine presses. Go 

and work in the vineyard today." The son, looking up from his Xbox, says, "Hey! 

Get off my back! I've got zombies to kill on this video game, okay!?" 

 

The father goes to the second son and makes the same request--"Go work in the 

vineyard today." The boy pauses and smiles a winsome smile and says, "Sure, Dad, 

I'll be right there." 

 

The father goes to the vineyard and begins working. The sun rises higher and higher 

and the 2nd son who sounded so pleased to come help has not, and does not show. 

Just before noon, the first son, shows up and begins to put on work gloves. The dad 

says, "I didn't think I'd see you." To which the boy responds, "Yeah, I changed my 

mind." He grabs the pruning hooks and starts to work.  

 

Who did the will of the father? Well, this question is a "no brainer," isn't it? Isn't the 

point that actions speak louder than words? You have to walk the walk as well as 

talk the talk. Performance is preferred to promises. Practice what you preach.  

 

True enough, the son who changes his mind, repents, does the work the father wants 

done. And, the one who said he would go but did not, did not do what the father 

requested. But, is it as simple as that? 

 

What if we had been listening with Middle Eastern, 1st-century ears, instead of with 

our modern-day ears? If we heard this story as a member of the ancient 

Mediterranean world, the world of Jesus, with the well-defined "social maps" in our 

heads telling us who we were and how we should behave, we would be scandalized 

by the first son's outright refusal to obey his father.   

 

Sons did not tell their fathers that they were not going to work for the father.  If this 

exchange happened in the town market, the father would have been disgraced by 

such behavior. He would be considered a failure as a father; he could only be pitied 

or laughed at. Perhaps it would be better to have the pride that goes with the 

neighbors nodding in approval as the 2nd son is so respectful to his father and 

upholds the family pride.   
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So the father faces a disturbing dilemma. Which is better? To have public honor but 

private disaster as the necessary work to enable the family to survive is left undone, 

OR to endure public shame, but then have the work get done and receive the private 

satisfaction of a son who "reconsiders" his family obligations.  

 

Both children have insulted the parent, one with public arrogant refusal, the other 

with irresponsible inaction. Should the parent choose public dishonor or private 

shame? What better ensures the family survival? 

 

Perhaps, it is clear that the choice between "saving face" and "damage control" not 

only is a dilemma, but also may signal that the whole family structure is eroding.   

 

It’s not uncommon for families to smile and say everything is all right and refuse to 

recognize trouble that ought to be dealt with. We also know those people who blow 

up, make a scene, but at least are willing to really work on relationships. 

 

In all human communities, even families, real harmony is an achievement, not a 

given. And the request of the father is an expression of a more universal truth of 

community. If a community is to thrive, it must often call on individuals to reorder 

some personal priorities in favor of a larger and more inclusive agenda. 

 

Note that, in the parable, neither son is condemned. Both remain sons (as the two 

sons remain sons loved by the father in the story of the Prodigal Son). Of course, the 

chief priests and leaders of the temple thought they knew who was in and who was 

out of God's family, and they were upset with Jesus' consorting with all the ne'er do 

wells. Perhaps, another lesson here is to remember that things are not always what 

they seem. 

 

A retired minister tells the story that just before World War I he had just graduated 

from seminary and was appointed to a church in a very small town.  He had only 

been there a short time when he was called to do his first funeral there.   

 

The person who had died was not a member of his church. She was, in fact, a woman 

with a very bad reputation. Her husband was a railroad engineer who was away from 

home much of the time. She had rented rooms in their house to men who worked on 

the railroad and rumor had it that she rented more than just rooms when her husband 

was away.    

 

The young preacher could find no one who had a good word to say about this woman 

until he entered the small old-fashioned grocery store on the day before the funeral. 
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He lamented to the store owner that he could not find more positive information 

about this woman. The store owner did not reply at first, and then he seemed to make 

a decision.   

 

He took out this store ledger and laid it on the counter between him and the preacher. 

He opened the ledger at random and, covering the names in the left-hand column, he 

pointed to grocery bills written in red, groceries that people had bought on credit, 

and then the column that showed the bills had been paid. 

 

He said, "Every month, that woman would come in and ask me who was behind in 

their grocery bills. It was usually some family who had sickness or death, or some 

poor woman trying to feed her kids when her husband drank up the money. She 

would pay their bill, and she made me swear never to tell.  But, I figure now that she 

is dead, people ought to know, especially those who benefitted from her charity who 

have been most critical of her." (DayBreaks Devotional 10/10/14)  

 

Jesus said to the chief priests and rulers, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you." Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY – audio available on the church website     

        

The divine is reflected even more fully as we bring ourselves,  

our gifts, and our resources together. 

 

A New City of Joy                                     Martin/Nix 

Chancel Quartet 

DOXOLOGY  

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

  Dave Benziger, guitar 

 

#56 For the Beauty of the Earth 

For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 
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over and around us lies, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon, and stars of light, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise 

For the joy of ear and eye, 

for the heart and mind's delight, 

for the mystic harmony 

linking sense to sound and sight, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For thy church that evermore 

lifteth holy hands above, 

offering up on every shore 

one pure sacrifice of love, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 


