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OPENING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

 

# 546 Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace first taught my heart to fear 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we'd first begun. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God has made us to be one body with many members.  

United and uniting. This is our calling. 

 God calls us to share our diverse gifts given by the One and same Spirit. 

    United and uniting. This is our redemption.  
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 God longs for us to be united in love and to manifest the Spirit in our different 

ways.  

 United and uniting. This is our worship. 

 Let us gather in this hour to offer praise to God, who challenges us and calls us to 

create the Beloved Community. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

Heavenly Father, you reign on earth as you do in heaven. You call us into your 

unending work of justice, racial and social equality, and radical love. Let us know 

your presence among us now. Let us delight in our diversity and continue the march 

for civil rights and fight against poverty. Strengthen us with your steadfast love, and 

transform our despairing fatigue into hope. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER – audio available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly 

God of Grace, we bow our heads in confidence for all that you promise, and with a 

commitment to do all you ask us to do. With joy and thanksgiving, we remember and 

celebrate how you inspired generations of courageous leaders who sacrificed so 

much in the name of social justice. 

 

We remember the peaceful warriors, like Martin Luther King Jr., through whom you 

have worked to increase dignity and liberty for all. We turn to you in hope, for the 

task is not yet complete. Inspire us to be more courageous to continue the work of 

freedom in the cause of peace. Create in us such a hunger for justice and such a 
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repulsion of bigotry that we will strive relentlessly to comprehend the complex issues 

of racism and to teach our children in the ways of respect and acceptance.  

 

God of All People, you work in our hearts, teaching us to judge people not by the 

color of their skin but by the content of their character. In our daily lives, sharpen 

our ethics, so we make good choices that enhance life rather than corrupt it. Forgive 

our sins. Enlighten our minds and illuminate our souls that we may see one another 

as you see us - beloved children and forgiven sinners.  

 

God of New Visions, we pray for the poor, the depressed, and the forgotten. We pray 

for those facing surgery or serious illness and those who mourn the loss of a loved 

one. Lord of Good News, we give thanks for the life-saving vaccines and pray for a 

swift end to the pandemic. We give thanks to those who serve and respond to our 

health and spiritual needs. God of Power and Peace, we place before you our 

fractured country. We pray for peaceful transfers of power and that elected officials 

will govern for the good of all people and your creation.  

 

We pray these things knowing that you love us. Receive the prayers of our hearts and 

your church so that, “Thy will be done.” Through Christ, our Lord, we pray. Amen.  

 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – audio available on the church website     Martha Mendoza 

 

SCRIPTURE – audio available on the church website                        Nilesh Reshamwala 

 

Isaiah 40: 21-31 (NIV) 

 

Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

    Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 

He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 

    and its people are like grasshoppers. 
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He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 

    and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 

He brings princes to naught 

    and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 

No sooner are they planted, 

    no sooner are they sown, 

    no sooner do they take root in the ground, 

than he blows on them and they wither, 

    and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 

 

“To whom will you compare me? 

    Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 

    Who created all these? 

He who brings out the starry host one by one 

    and calls forth each of them by name. 

Because of his great power and mighty strength, 

    not one of them is missing. 

 

Why do you complain, Jacob? 

    Why do you say, Israel, 

“My way is hidden from the LORD; 

    my cause is disregarded by my God”? 

Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

    and his understanding no one can fathom. 

He gives strength to the weary 

    and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, 

    and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the LORD 

    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint. 
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SERMON – audio available on the church website                                      Rev. Mike Daly  

 

In Celebration of a Dream We All Share 

 

In 1964, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King said these words, I would like to use as a 

subject from which to speak tonight, the American Dream. And I use this subject 

because America is essentially a dream, a dream yet unfulfilled. The substance of the 

dream is expressed in some very familiar words found in the Declaration of 

Independence. "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created 

equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that 

among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." This is a dream. 

 

Now one of the first things we notice about this dream is an amazing universalism. 

It does not say some men, it says all men. ... 

 

It says that each individual has certain basic rights that are neither derived from nor 

conferred by the state. They are gifts from the hands of the Almighty God. ... 

 

Indeed, slavery and racial segregation are strange paradoxes in the nation founded 

on the principle that all men are created equal. But now, more than ever before, our 

nation is challenged to realize this dream. - Martin Luther King Jr., "The American 

Dream," address given on February 5, 1964, at Drew University. 

 

Though the fulfillment of such a beautiful dream has come a long way in a lot of 

ways, our efforts shouldn’t wane. The social unrest, leading to nation-wide protests 

and riots in the summer of 2020, sparked by the murder of George Floyd in 

Minneapolis, serves as a stark reminder that the work to eliminate racial profiling 

and bring full racial equality is still unfulfilled. But with faith in our Lord and thanks 

to visionaries like Dr. King, that day will come.  

 

Growing up in a small rural New England town, I don’t recall ever thinking about or 

even hearing others discuss race or racial issues. It never came up. I remember, when 

I was eight years old, an inter-racial family moved into the neighborhood, and it was 

literally a “non-event.” Jim, Lori, David, and Sharon moved in. It was a friendly 

neighborhood, and they were quickly part of it. David was one of my best friends 

growing up.  

 

Of course, I didn’t realize I was insulated. But by then, I was becoming aware that 

America still had work to do. And I was becoming aware that I had more to learn 

about racial justice and civil rights. I remember asking questions to Jim and Lori, and 
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others in the neighborhood. The answers were always thoughtful but also filled with 

real-life personal examples of why change was still needed.  

 

When I was in college, after a psychology class on social change had just finished 

up, I hung back. I could tell the professor was passionate about this class and subject. 

It never hurts to get to know your teachers better, but I also thought I might learn 

how to tap into that same source of energy he had. So, I asked him to share some of 

the most influential people in his life with me. I expected him to raddle off a few 

names like Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung. I remember him saying, “Martin Luther 

King.”  

 

He went on to explain that Dr. King not only spoke out for social change but that he 

did so with such conviction and courage that it was impossible not to be moved by 

it. Dr. King’s goal was to elevate human potential and the human spirit, not tear it 

down. With all of the hateful things, Dr. King and black leaders had to endure during 

the civil rights movement – to remain that committed to such a great cause was very 

inspirational.  

 

We kept talking about how Martin Luther King was an influence that empowered. 

And he empowered countless numbers of people to take bold action against 

discrimination and prejudice, even in the face of violence and harm. “When 

something is broken, you have to fix it. When something isn’t right, you help make 

it right,” is one of the lessons this teacher said he learned.  

 

Then a classmate, who happened to be a good friend of mine and was from Puerto 

Rico, said, “Dr. King’s dream is everyone’s dream.” It’s so true.  

 

At the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King addressed a 

multitude who had journeyed to the nation's capital to join the - March on 

Washington for Jobs and Freedom.  

 

The story goes that Dr. King prepared for this address carefully. He even asked for 

suggestions from his close friends and advisers. He'd drafted several manuscripts, 

which was very unusual for him because he mostly spoke with only a few jotted 

notes. (As you may know) His original title for this speech was "Normalcy, Never 

Again." It was still not what he wanted it to be after lots of edits, so it was basically 

"untitled."  

 

His most famous line, "I have a dream," wasn't written down at all. The story goes 

that as Dr. King spoke, the gospel singer Mahalia Jackson could tell he wasn’t 
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landing the words and passion that he was striving for.  She had heard him say the 

words “I have a dream” previously in small gatherings, and she love it.   

 

Sitting behind Dr. King, she called out, "Tell them about the dream, Martin!" He 

heard her, and he did. Dr. King's "I have a dream" speech has gone down in history 

as one of the all-time greatest, and “I have a dream” could be the most famous 

“improvised” lines ever.  

 

Dr. King went onto say in that speech, "I have a dream that one day every valley 

shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be 

made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord 

shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together." 

 

You might recognize those words of the prophet Isaiah. Dr. King continued to echo 

Isaiah when he added, "This is our hope. This is the faith that I will go back to the 

South with. With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a 

stone of hope." 

 

As a dreamer, like Moses and others, the journey to the Promised Land was cut short 

for Dr. King. Dreamers do have a way of making the powers of the world nervous. 

Dreams can seem like a threat to those who view the world through the narrow lens 

of hatred. But visionary leaders don’t fear about dreaming for a better day. The 

message, the vision, the dream lives on.  

 

Religious and social commentator Jim Wallis once quipped while looking over Dr. 

King’s speech that something was missing - the phrase, "I have a complaint." Wallis 

says, "There was much to complain about for black Americans, and there is much to 

complain about today for many in this nation. But King taught us that our complaints 

or critiques, or even our dissent, will never be the foundation of social movements 

that change the world -- but dreams always will. Just saying what is wrong will never 

be enough to change the world. You have to lift up a vision of what is right." 

 

Dr. King’s lesson lives on! We need to dream more often and to dream big. We need 

to teach these lessons to our children and grandchildren.  

 

Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
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Dr. King, like so many other great prophetic voices, has taught us to dream of justice 

for all God's children -to dream God's dream for the human race, and all of creation. 

We need more dreamers and less complainers. There are plenty of complaints 

already.  

 

Shallow unities based on complaining has no staying power. We need more action 

and responses to people of vision. We need to focus, like Dr. King, not on - how bad 

things are, but on how good they can be. We need to achieve worthy goals - together.  

 

T.E. Lawrence once said, "All (people) dream but not equally. Those who dream by 

night in the dusty recesses of their minds awake to find that it was vanity; but the 

dreamers of day are dangerous (people), that they may act their dreams with open 

eyes to make it possible." 

 

Those who follow Jesus Christ are about the work of raising up Godly dreams and 

dreamers. As Margaret Mead says, "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed individuals can change the world. Indeed it's the only thing that ever has." 

And may we encourage and equip each other to pursue that glorious dream of a new 

creation in Christ!  Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY – audio available on the church website                  Meg McGarry, vocals 

        

God is our rock, and our salvation. God is our fountain, and our redeemer.  

Let us celebrate God’s love by fearlessly giving a portion of what has  

already been given to us. 

 

#33 How Great Thou Art 

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee; 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee; 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 
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When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

he bled and died to take away my sin: 

When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art! 

DOXOLOGY  
       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Gracious God, accept our gifts – of time, talent, and treasure - as evidence of our 

desire to participate with you in the care of your beloved creation. These gifts 

symbolize our thanksgiving for all that you provide. Through these gifts, we praise 

you. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN – audio available on the church website           Meg McGarry, vocals 

 

#557 Just A Closer Walk With Thee 

I am weak, but thou art strong; 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I’ll be satisfied as long 

as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

[Refrain:] 

Just a closer walk with thee, 

grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 

daily walking close to thee: 

let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
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Through this world of toil and snares, 

if I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. [Refrain] 

When my feeble life is o’er, 

time for me will be no more; 

guide me gently, safely o’er 

to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. [Refrain] 

 

BENEDICTION  
Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 


