
  

     
   JANUARY 2021 

 

   

FROM OUR PASTOR 
Rev. Mike Daly 

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
  
Eternal God, you are the God of all our new beginnings. As we enter a new year, you place before 
us an entire year, like a precious book of blank pages ready for us to create the story of 2021. For 
many of us, 2020 was hard, and the pages of that story are tattered and worn. We are ready to bind 
that chapter of our memory and look ahead for what is to come. Please help us put last year on the 
shelf gracefully without dwelling on its setbacks or successes. 
 
We are ready to welcome without fear the New Year prepared for us. Please give us the courage to 
take on the unknown challenges that await us. Please help us learn the needed lessons from the 
mistakes we have made in the past. Help us forgive ourselves and others that we may go on to write 
new chapters with clarity and confidence. 
 
Strengthen us in every good and worthy resolve, shaping our conduct more and more in the image 
of your compassion and integrity. Give us, dear God, the wisdom we need to fulfill your call in our 
places of employment, our schools, our communities, and our homes. As we are given new 
opportunities, please lead us to make choices based on the values we learn from you. When it 
seems as though we no choices, protect us from desperation, and help us keep listening for your 
voice. 
 
Bless us and keep us as we share our lives so that we may grow in love and faithfulness. Keep us 
secure in your peace. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  
Happy New Year, Everyone! 
May it be a fresh start, and may you and yours be blessed. 
  
Faithfully, 
Mike 
 
 
 

  



       
   

FROM OUR MODERATOR 
Mike Hennel 

Greetings, everyone! I hope all of you have been enjoying this “quiet” holiday season and are ready 
to ring in the New Year with anticipation that we’ll return to some sense of normalcy. While 2020 
has been a struggle for so many, it’s also been a year of unwavering hope … and of heartfelt giving.  
  
We appreciate all of the contributions that each of you have made in supporting the mission of FCC 
and wish you and your families have a healthy, happy and spiritually fulfilling New Year!!  

 
 

  

REGISTER NOW! 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUSTEES 
Margaret Chittaro, Tracy D'Alessandro, Bob Kanzler, Gail Ogdon, Carrie Stone, 
Chair and Bob Tracy 

Year End Recap from the Trustees 
 
The end of the year brings us to a time of reflection during this challenging year. We began with the 
sale of a portion of our parking lot. With the proceeds from this and the Building Capital Fund drive 
in the fall of 2019, we moved forward with several major building projects and the construction of 
a completely new parking lot for the church. With the arrival of the COVID virus, the Trustees and 
staff began and continue to review, update and plan for COVID safety measures in the building for 
our members, staff, tenants, contractors and visitors.  
 



We also oversaw many projects, both large and small, needed for our building and grounds. And 
we supported new and creative needs in the technology and digital aspects required this year to 
keep us together mindfully and spiritually while being distanced from each other. The year wrapped 
up with a successful Stewardship drive allowing the Trustees to present a balanced budget for 
2021.  
 
It truly takes a village and all this happened because of the time, talent and resources shared by our 
generous members and staff. We are blessed to have such a caring, compassionate and kind 
community here at First Congregational UCC.  
 
We are all anxious to put 2020 behind us and look forward to a promising year filled with many 
upgrades and projects in and around our wonderful old building as well as working to enhance and 
increase our community outreach. Looking to a time when we can gather and be together and 
wishing everyone a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  
 

 

  

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Tammy Hicks, Martha Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, 
Jeff Sloma, Karen Sloma 

 

 

  

High School Youth Gathering 
 

All High Schoolers are invited to be a part of our January Youth Gathering 
on Sunday, January 10, 2021, at 2:00 pm. Together we will be discussing 
living in the new normal. We will also enjoy some trivia matches and 
catch up with each other.  

                                         Friends are welcome -Stay tuned for Zoom invite. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Youth Fundraisers 
 
During the Advent and Christmas seasons, we held two youth fundraisers. Thank 
you to all of you that purchased gingerbread houses. The feedback we received 
was very positive. A big thank you to Brian Brigman who spearheaded this very 
successful fundraiser. 
 
Our board is also very thankful to all who gave a Youth Ministry Offering as part of our Youth-Led 
worship and Children Pageant on Sunday, December 13th. Although there was no in-person 
pageant, our children enjoyed creating their very own Advent evergreen wreath, and a team of our 
youth led the online worship. We are very grateful to Sejal Reshamwala for her morning reflection, 
Sam Rosen for leading us in the Prayer for the People and Alex Stone for dedicating the morning 
Scripture. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Children's Sunday School 
 

As this new year kicks off, we want to welcome all the children, parents, and 
grandparents back to Sunday School. Considering all the in-person restrictions and 
the major changes to the children's lives and how they are doing school, we had a 
wonderful 2020 Sunday School year. Participation and faith formation among the 

children has been awesome! A BIG thank you to parents and grandparents that inspired and 
participated in making sure their children were a part of Sunday School. As we welcome 2021, we 
will continue to meet via Zoom and keep everyone safe until the right time to start in person again. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Magi Gift Giving Project 
 
When we commenced this annual project, many of us wondered, "how will we 
collect gifts this year with no in-person services. Thanks to the amazing 
commitment of so many of you, both of our sister churches God Can Ministries 
United Church of Christ and San Lucas United Church of Christ, received gifts for 
over fifty children each. In total, we gave out 110 gifts. This could not have been possible without 
the generosity of so many of you that spent time and funds purchasing such wonderful gifts and 
giving monetary donations that allowed us to buy many gifts. 
 
We also want to express our gratitude to Diana Wells from our church's Mission Board, who spent 
many hours working directly on this effort to make it such a success. Thank you, Diane. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Program 
 
Our Confirmands continue to meet every month. We have been learning 
about prayer and last month reviewed and learned from the Apostles Creed. 

In January, we will continue to learn from this Creed and add another prayer to learn from. One of 
our goals with learning about prayers is to inspire Confirmands to grow in their own prayer life and 
learn about the different ways to connect to God.  
 
Our next Confirmation Class is on Sunday, January 24th, at 2:00 pm Via Zoom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Jim Molina 

On behalf of the Music Ministry we wish everyone a Happy New Year. As we continue our online 
worship we will continue to bring music to you each and every Sunday. Please check out the home 



page of our site if you wish to listen to the Christmas Eve Prelude music or if you wish to see the 
Christmas Eve Zoom service. 
 
If you are able to make a contribution to the Music Ministry we would be extremely grateful. We 
were not able to perform a Cantata this year but we did record a CD with 19 songs. Anyone who 
makes a contribution of $50 or more to the Music Ministry will receive this wonderful gift. The 
variety of secular and sacred songs will fill your Christmas season with holiday spirit! 
 
Wishing you all peace and joy in the New Year! 

 

 

 

  

GREEN TEAM 
Karen Pachyn 

  

Green Team Tip of the Month – January 
 
Did you put up a real Christmas tree this year? If you still have it, consider 
this advice posted on the “Save The Bees” facebook page: Save your 
Christmas trees for the birds and bees please... instead of disposing of 
your tree curbside a couple of weeks after Christmas, the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada suggests for people who love nature, birds and 
bees to reconsider... repurpose your tree by leaving it in your back garden, 
dress it up with natural foods to help wildlife make it through the winter... 
orange slices, peanut butter, peanuts, bird seed, cranberries... let it 
provide shelter and habitat for overwintering birds, bees, insects and 
toads... 
 
And remember to use safe snow and ice removal practices when clearing your sidewalks and 
driveways. Follow these tips from DuPage Stormwater Management to help reduce chloride going 
into local waterways. 
 
Shovel snow: Clear it before it turns to ice 
Apply evenly: Clumped salt is wasted salt 
Less is more: A little salt goes a long way 
Tidy up: Sweep up excess salt after snow and ice clears 
 
Happy New Year from The Green Team! 
Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Chris Murray, Shirley Myers, Gail Ogdon, Karen 
Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob Tracy 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Heritage Bunch is once again meeting from 10:00 to noon 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. 

 
Everyone is welcome to join us! 



 

  

ERRAND-RUNNING MINISTRY 
 

  

During this difficult time of limited mobility for so many due to the Coronavirus, our 
church has put in place an Errand-Running Ministry. Any members needing to have 
errands run like grocery shopping, picking up dry cleaning, picking up prescriptions, 
walking your dog can call one of the below dispatchers and they will assign your 
errand(s) to one of our very own church members to be your runner. Everyone that 

is available to be an errand runner is a church member that you can trust. Drop-offs will be made 
at your door with no close contact needed. 
 

Dispatchers to Call: 
Tracy D'Alessandro 630-344-5861 

Dorothy Hamby 630-779-6294  
Carrie Stone 773-569-2444 

Margaret Chittaro 312-961-8067 
 

 If you are able to help be an Errand Runner, please contact Martha Mendoza. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

  

 

 

 
7 Mary Moy Gregg 
8 Jim Mowers 
10 Sandy Dubois 
13 Martin Pacheco 
13 Diane Wells 
16 Paula Fabbri 
 

 

 
18 Jim Achen 
20 Evan Dubois 
22 David Vastola 
23 Aleta Dallas 
30 Larry Meyer 
 

  

 

  

Basia Rudy 
Amy Lynch 

Ken Stratton 
Michael Magana 

Ed & Cheryl Eckert 
Susan Graybill 
Linda Donahue 

 

Jan Russell 
Louis Reed 

Phyllis Crosley 
Tom Myers 
Mary Loss 

Angela Burrell 
The Jackson Family 

 

Joyce Stevens 
Gayle Dawson 
Jim Mowers 
Randy Price 

Kathy Salzano 
Bertha Hahn 

 



 

  

 

   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

   

TITHE.LY GIVING  
 

 
Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get 
started. You'll find First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is 
safe and secure and goes directly to our church. More information is available online 
at https://get.tithe.ly. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Support First Congregational UCC Shop at smile.amazon.com and 
we’ll donate to your favorite charitable organization, at no cost to you. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=36-
2374420&ref_=smi_ext_ch_36-2374420_cl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Partners in Christ's Service 
 

Church Leaders 
Rev. Dr. Michael Daly, Sr. Minister 

Martha Mendoza, Minister of Christian Education 
Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

Rev. Dr. Ernest H. Huntzinger, Emeritus Minister 
 

Church Office Staff 
Heather Cross, Bookkeeper 

Kim Brigman, Office Assistant 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: 630-832-2580 
Fax:   630-832-9142 

Email:  elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.elmhurstucc.org 

Facebook: First Congregational UCC Elmhurst 
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