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OPENING HYMN – available on the church website                     Meg McGarry, vocals 

 

#230 Now the Green Blade Rises 

 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain, 

Thinking that He never would awake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 

Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Jesus' touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The world is alive with the grandeur of God. 

  Praise be to God for our new creation! 

  Praise God from the heavens! 

    All creation sings of praise to God.   
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  Those who contemplate the beauty of creation will find reserves of love  

that will endure a lifetime. 

Praise God for all things are made new! 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

Gracious God, Yours is the gift of creation. Yours is the grace that makes all things 

new. Yours is the Word that speaks a new day. Yours is the urgency that challenges 

us to care and act. Open our minds to the mind of Christ. Open our lips, and we will 

sing ALLELUIA with the land and sea. In the name of the One, who lives and reigns 

with you, we pray. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Silent Prayer   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER – available on the church website                        Rev. Mike Daly 

Creator and Creating God, you gather us to minister in the same way Jesus taught 

and lived. Tune our ears to the rhythms of life so that we may hear and respond to 

those who suffer. Strengthen our voice so that we may speak a word of hope where 

there is great need. Open our hearts so that our worship of you empowers us to follow 

the living Christ.  

 

HE IS RISEN, INDEED.  

 

Even though our trust is in you, we recognize that sometimes our doubts are more 

compelling than our faith. You welcome the questions and help us break down the 

barriers. You move us by continually providing glimpses of life-fulfilled and life-

abundant.  
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Lord, thank you for forgiving us when we sin against you. Thank you for breaking 

into our lives and calling us out of old ways of being and into a new life in Christ. 

Today, we ask that you would help us hear your story anew. Transform us into a new 

reality beyond our human knowledge.  

 

Once again, your love has been made real to us in the life and resurrection of Jesus. 

By the Holy Spirit, our lives are made more real when we are the church, the body 

of Christ, and serve others. As your church people, we lift our prayers together.  

 

We pray for strength and guidance for all of the tasks and decisions that lie ahead. 

We pray for those facing illness, awaiting test results, and facing impending news. 

We pray for those who serve our communities and for those who serve our country. 

We pray for all those who heal and seek ways to lessen the stresses and anxiety of 

daily living.  

 

Lord, we rejoice in the beauty of each new day! We celebrate your goodness, mercy, 

and love. Continue to empower our lives through the generosity of your grace. Keep 

our hearts ready and open to the signs of your presence and the reality of your 

kingdom. We pray these things in the name of our Savior, Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER – available on the website                    Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – available on the church website                Martha Mendoza 

 

SCRIPTURE – available on the church website                                           Tammy Hicks 

 

Psalm 133 

A song of ascents of David. 

 

How good and pleasant it is 

    when God’s people live together in unity! 

It is like precious oil poured on the head, 

    running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, 
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    down on the collar of his robe. 

It is as if the dew of Hermon 

    were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 

    even life forevermore. 

 

John 20: 19-28 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and 

side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven.” 
 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 

SERMON – available on the church website                                                Rev. Mike Daly  

 

Peace Be with You 

 

Psalm 133 is brief, but it says a lot about the potential for positive human 

relationships. The psalmist speaks of unity and community and God’s blessings. Not 

only does it speak to interpersonal harmony, the psalm reintroduces the vision in 

which the world is not only “pleasant” but also “good.”  
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Implied is the reality that life is good when God is nearby, even if the world looks 

bleak in the moment. It is like anointing a beloved high priest with oil. Oil symbolizes 

the Holy Spirit and the close relationship that is possible when people prioritize God 

and God’s purposes above their own.   

 

Psalm 133 comes out of a group of Biblical psalms known as a Song of Ascent. These 

psalms were used for worship and to celebrate how a scattered people can still travel 

and come together for festivals and holy days. Biblical scholars believe this psalms 

was most likely used “on the road” away from Jerusalem. It is a song that prepares 

travelers for the reunion to come! 

 

Ascent psalms are pilgrimage psalms. Today’s psalm is short and easy to remember. 

It would have been used often by the faithful during the long pilgrimages to 

Jerusalem for festival days. They could sing this psalm with ease as they walked.  

 

Traveling tunes are easy because they are familiar. They are enjoyable because they 

connect. These are familiar tunes. Today, we might sing a song like “Country 

Roads… take me home…” as we travel on vacation, for example.  

 

The psalms, like contemporary songs of today, are a reflection of human life and 

drama. If things are always good, then we don’t need a vision of how things will 

someday always be good. When our personal lives or a particular community’s 

history is always one of struggle and challenge – there is a need for a source of 

comfort and strength.  

 

Jews know slavery in Egypt and captivity in Babylon. They know the feeling of being 

separated and pulled apart - of being a foreigner in a foreign land. So they sang about 

a vision of unity.  

 

It is a universal vision – hearts that beat as one, physical and emotional barriers are 

eliminated, hate and unrest go extinct. Peace and unity. Christianity proclaims this 

vision and seeks to channel it into being united as a body of Christ – one body with 

many members. Whether it’s Jesus or the Apostle Paul, the New Testament repeats 

the theme of unity over and over again. Jesus says in one of his prayers (Gospel of 

John 17:21) “…that they may all be one…”  

 

It’s a good dream. Unity, peace, love. It can be a reality, and it is a 

reality…sometimes. Yet, there isn’t a generation that is immune from fear and 

dysfunction. Division among people is as real now as it has always been. There will 
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be good times, and there will be hard times. The bible doesn’t ask us to try and change 

reality. It does, however, ask us to change how we handle this reality.  

 

At Easter and the celebration of Christ’s resurrection, we celebrated the end of 

death’s grip on the world. And that is a good start! It is an event that seems like it 

would be the unifying event of all time.  

 

And yet, those early disciples were feeling undone by Jesus’ execution and his being 

buried like a no-good criminal. Now, his body is missing. They ask each other 

“what’s next” and “should we run our separate ways?” John’s Gospel says, “In the 

evening of the first day of the week, the doors were locked, and the disciples were 

together, but in fear.”  

 

They are behind a locked door. Do we stay together, or do we go our separate ways? 

As Dr. Jan Love asks, “Is Jesus’ broken body emblematic of a broken union?” She 

goes on to say, “Most of us yearn to redeem the brokenness…. Most of us long for 

the fulfillment of the biblical vision of shalom where all women and men, all children 

and youth will have their fullness of humanity restored.” 

 

This is how the living body of Christ is to work. And, this is why we join together to 

become a church, Christ’s body. Together, we seek to learn, practice, and grow in 

faith. We work out our fears. We inspire each other with our passion. We share our 

faith and our gifts so that the locked doors of exclusion – indifference – intolerance 

- elitism are rejected and no longer barriers to making God’s kingdom a reality. 

Church people make good things happen by enacting good upon the world. We have 

to because if what happens in the church stays in church, we have no real purpose.  

 

One of the things I celebrate about our community of faith is our strong commitment 

to mission and reaching out in compassionate ways to those in need. I also appreciate 

that we are not afraid of our doubts. In our honesty, we are stronger. 

 

When Jesus says to Thomas, "Touch my hand," Jesus was not rebuking Thomas for 

his doubts. Rather, he was giving Thomas the proof that he needed. Jesus did not say 

to Thomas, "Now, close your eyes and try to believe real hard." Nor did he say, 

"Thomas, if you would just have more faith, be more like the other disciples, you 

wouldn't have a problem."  Instead, Jesus gave Thomas the proof he needed. Out of 

love, he gave him tangible evidence. 

 

Christianity is not just a wonderful spiritual ideal. Christianity is the living body that 

enacts spirituality into a tangible, visible reality by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
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The resurrected Jesus meets all of his disciples, including Thomas. Though Jesus’ 

words don’t reach Thomas, his hands do. Jesus is no ghost; he is no magician; he 

isn’t even a superhero. He is the living messiah.  

 

Faith is a beautiful wonder. Jesus rising from the grave is wonderful news! He told 

us such things would happen, and now he is here to help us see him at work and 

believe in a world transformed.  

 

Again and again, the Spirit of Jesus meets us where we are, startling us and 

embracing us and breathing on us and sending us to be the embodiment of love, and 

hope for others. The Good News is clear. When you least expect him, and when you 

most need him, Jesus appears.  

 

The unity described in Psalm 133 is about community and faithful followers on a 

journey with God. It’s positive, forward leading, and energizing. When we hear the 

voice of Christ proclaiming, “Peace be with you.” We learn about the wonders and 

mysteries of our faith. Easter offers a new day and a new way. A time to unlock the 

doors of our hearts and follow God calling us to encounter the living Christ ….. 

AMEN.  

 

OFFERTORY – available on the church website     

 

It has been said that gratitude follows grace, like thunder follows lightening. In 

response to God’s gifts of unconditional love and on-going creation, we offer now 

our hearts, minds, souls and strength to the One from whom all blessings flow. 

 

Christ Is Alive 

Michelle Maiers and Meg McGarry, vocals 

 

DOXOLOGY  
       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Gracious God, accept our gifts – of time, talent, and treasure - as evidence of our 

desire to participate with you in the care of your beloved creation. These gifts 

symbolize our thanksgiving for all that you provide. Through these gifts, we praise 

you. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN – available on the church website                     Meg McGarry, vocals 

  

#231 Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us 

 

Sing of one who walks beside us  

And this day is living still,  

One who now is closer to us  

Than the thoughts our hearts distill,  

One who once upon a hilltop  

Raised against the power of sin,  

Died in love as his own creatures  

Crucified their God and King.  

 

Strangers we have walked beside him  

The long journey of the day,  

And have told him of the darkness  

That has swept our hope away.  

He has offered words of comfort,  

Words of energy and light,  

And our hearts have blazed within us  

As he saved us from the night  

 

Stay with us, dear Lord, and raise us,  

Once again the night is near.  

Dine with us and share your wisdom.  

Free our hearts from every fear.  

In the calm of each new evening,  

In the freshness of each dawn,  

If you hold us fast in friendship  

We will never be alone. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 


