APRIL 2021
FROM OUR PASTOR
Rev. Mike Daly
The Lenten Study this year has been a great success. We are using a book entitled,
Unafraid, Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times. Adam Hamilton wrote this book
in 2018, but the subject couldn’t be more relevant. I would recommend this book to anyone.
I wanted to take a moment to share some of the lessons I learned and what we, as a study
group, learned from the book and our conversations. First and foremost, the words fear or
afraid appear over 400 times in scripture. The Bible takes this subject seriously, and so
should we. But, more importantly, the Bible and our faith seeks to help us to face fear and
find peace in the midst of it.
Fear is a part of life. At times, fear keeps us alive because it alerts us to dangers and keeps
us out of harm’s way. Other times, fear can paralyze us or distract us. Fear can also cause
dividing lines and even walls between people; fear of other, fear of the future, fear of change,
etc. Amid life’s journey, we ask, “How can I have good courage?” Hamilton offers an
acronym: Face your fears with faith, Examine your assumptions in light of the facts, Attack
your anxiety with action, Release your cares to God.
As you have learned by now, I have announced that I will be leaving my pastoral position
on July 11th. It is a sudden change, to be sure. There are many emotions; sadness, grief,
confusion, and perhaps even some joy for what will happen next. It is my sincere hope that
this transition does not bring you a sense of fear. The future is always full of unknowns.
However, when God is at work, we are never on the wrong path. The future of this
congregation is bright and alive.
As Easter approaches, we celebrate the transforming love of God. We celebrate the Holy
Spirit and the mystery of “where is God taking us next?” It has been my deepest honor to
be of service to this congregation. It is my incredible joy to know all of you the way I do.
Remember, we are Easter people, and as an Easter people, we can all look to the future
with confidence and hope. Why? Because love is very strong here.
Faithfully,
Mike

FROM OUR MODERATOR
Todd Hicks
What is your Mission?
Age 14: I’ve learned if you want to cheer yourself up, you should try cheering someone else
up.
Age 66: I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, I almost always make
the right decision.
These are (2) of the 21 things I’ve Learned as I’ve Aged, by Bob Collins, February 8, 2000.
Now, what do these things have to do with your Mission? The definition of a Mission is; “the
vocation or calling of a religious organization, especially a Christian one, to go out into the
world and spread its faith.” Every Business has a Mission statement, but did you know your
Church has a Mission statement? “ We are a welcoming congregation, inspired by and
committed to the teachings and example of Jesus Christ. We reach out to all people by
celebrating the gift of God's unconditional love, forgiveness, and grace. We live our faith
through caring fellowship and Christian love, seeking to know, love, worship and serve our
Lord every day. Joyously, we educate, guide and nurture children, youth, adults and families
so they grow in their own faith. We endeavor to serve the needs of each other, the
community and beyond. “
As Members of First Congregational and members in the wider Christian world we have a
responsibility to show our Christian love everyday by educating, guiding and nurturing
people of all ages and when you do this with kindness, you make the right decision. When
you share that Christian love you cheer yourself up, by cheering someone else up. You
know it’s true! Remember how you felt when you baked cookies for the Youth Easter
Fundraiser, when you feed Thanksgiving dinner at St. Johns, ring the bell for the Salvation
Army, grab some groceries for your neighbor, welcome visitors to our Church Service,
shoveled compost for our Green Garden Fair, deliver packages to people stuck in their
homes, provide a ride to the airport or just sent a handwritten card to someone to let them
know you were thinking about them.
First Congregational has a multitude of ways for you to share your Christian love so stay
tuned.

THE TRUSTEES
Fritz Baumgartner, Margaret Chittaro, Jan Davis, Mike Hennel, Bob Kanzler, Carrie
Stone, Chair
The Trustees are very happy to round out our board with the addition of Mike Hennel and
Jan Davis. Please reach out to this year's Trustee point people: Building & Grounds - Bob
Kanzler; Facility Rentals - Margaret Chittaro; Personnel - Fritz Baumgartner, Carrie Stone Chair. Jan Davis is our Secretary. Mike Hennel will be acting in an advisory capacity.

As you know, it was with a heavy heart that we received and accepted Mike Daly's
resignation in March. We are deeply grateful for Mike's ministry and are working with him to
ensure a positive transition for both the church and the Daly family. A celebration of his
ministry is being planned for Mike's last Sunday in the pulpit, July 11th.
As we return to in-person worship, the Trustees have approved funds for a 4-12 week
experiment with hosting video worship on our website to reach our homebound and traveling
members. We also seek to reach "church shoppers" on-line and use our newly created
video assets as an outreach tool. This experiment will be a creative process and you may
be asked for feedback along the way - thanks in advance for your input!
We are so excited to serve our church. We seek to care for and wisely invest in our amazing
assets - our people, our building, and our digital resources - so that we are best able to bring
God's love to a world that needs Him. Thank you for the opportunity!
Carrie Stone

THE DIACONATE
Don Haraf, Calvin Jackson, Carolee Luppino, Claire Richter, Allen Sloma
We have two beautiful services planned for this weekend and hope you will join us and
invite your family and friends. Our Good Friday service will be an online video service and
our Easter Sunday service will be in person and online. Please reserve your spot at our
Easter Sunday service by calling the church office or signing up at this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c49aeac2eabf4c07-worship4
Scripture Readers Needed
We are looking for Scripture readers for both our in-person and online services. Readers
can record themselves either video or audio and if available also read during our in-person
service. A signup sheet for Scripture readers is posted on the bulletin board in the Tree of
Life foyer.

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Chair Tammy Hicks, Vanessa Jackson, Martha
Mendoza, Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen Sloma
Important Information About
Children's Sunday School
We have all worked so hard to transition from in-person Sunday
School to Zoom for our children and their families during this
pandemic. With the help of parents, grandparents, and children, we
crossed over to a very successful Zoom Sunday School experience
for our children. This great attendance is a testimony to parents and their children. Although
they have been bombarded with hours and hours of online learning, they are still
participating in Zoom Sunday School. A BIG thank you to parents and grandparents!

As First Congregational begins in-person worship, and the state of Illinois continues
mitigations on Covid restrictions, we have begun in-person children’s Sunday School.
Children and families are invited to join in-person worship and Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.
A designated classroom on the main level has been prepared and is disinfected each
Sunday morning before worship. Both teachers and children must keep masks on at all
times.
We will continue to offer Zoom Sunday School throughout April and combine the Zoom and
in-person Sunday School experience for children.
I am prayerful that you will continue to have your children participate in Sunday School as
we invest in their faith journey together. Sincerely, Martha Mendoza

Confirmation Update
As Covid restrictions continue to be lifted, our community of faith has
much to celebrate. On Sunday, March 7, we confirmed three amazing
young ladies.
Adison Goble
Amelia Morrow
Sejal Reshamwala
These confirmands were our class of 2020. Thank you to all who were present to receive
these three new members and to witness their affirmation of their faith.
During this month of April, our current confirmation class of five will meet on Sunday, April
11 at 2:00 p.m.
Please mark your calendars and plan on joining us on Sunday, May 2, 2021 at our 10:00
a.m. worship service where we will confirm three of our 8th grade confirmands whom have
been in the program for two years. We hope you can join us.

100 Level Work Trip Training Session
Sunday, April 18, 2021
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
As we prepare for our upcoming work trip on the Island of
Puerto Rico, all youth, young adults, adult chaperones, and
even interested parents are invited to an in-person training
session on Sunday, April 18, in Fellowship Hall, lower level
of the church. Together in a socially distancing environment and with our masks, we will go
over what is expected of each person going on our upcoming work trip, Covid safety
guidelines, and many other details. Please check your family calendars and plan on having
your work trip delegation members and parents join us.

Paint for Puerto Rico Art Party
Coming up on Thursday, April 22nd from 7-8pm, we are hosting a virtual Watercolor Paint
Party to benefit our mission trip to Puerto Rico. For $30 per person, you'll receive an art
supply kit consisting of an 8 color set of watercolor paints, 2 brushes, a Sharpie marker, 10
watercolor paper postcards, and a Zoom link to our art party. During this virtual lesson, you'll
learn to create 3-4 cards that you can send to loved ones or even frame for your private art
collection. No experience necessary!! This is a fun event that caters to all ability
levels! Hope you can join us!

The Mission Board
Mary Moy-Gregg, Gail Ogdon, Amy Reshamwala, Jan Russell, Diane Wells

The Mission Board is looking forward to restarting our tradition with
Teen - Parent Connection in May. They need our help more than ever.
Details coming soon!

MUSIC MINISTRY

A great big thank you to Jim Molina for the hours he has spent producing
our amazing online video services! Please make sure you share the link to
our church's website with your family & friends so they can experience Jim
& the Music Ministry team's gifts and talents each week.

GREEN TEAM
Karen Pachyn
Green Team Tip of the Month
Don’t Clean Up Your Garden Too Quickly!
We know it’s very tempting to want to go out into your garden
on one of the first sunny, warm, spring days and clean it
up. After all, what feels better after a cold, snowy winter than
getting a rake and trimmers and preparing your front or back
yard for a beautiful summer display. Please stop! Go for a
walk, ride your bike or sweep out the garage instead.
According to the Xerxes Society, the pupa of moths and butterflies are clinging to last year’s
dried standing plant material in early April. Bumblebees and ground nesting bees may be
out and about when we have a warm day, but still need cover to get thru our cooler spring
nights and some species of bees don’t emerge at all until late May. Queen bumblebees
spend the winter in the ground, emerge in the spring, then hang out in leaf litter while they
slowly wake up. Solitary bees such as mason bees and carpenter bees hang out in the
stems of hollow or pithy perennials. While Monarch and Painted Lady butterflies migrate for
the winter, other butterflies overwinter under leaves, bark or rocks in your garden. Cut back
your perennials no lower than 15” and leave the leaves, bark and other plant material in
your garden as mulch and you will be doing our struggling pollinator insects a big favor. If
you can’t resist cleaning out your yard, at least wait until the grass needs a good first mowing
or you can safely plant tomatoes. By then, most of them should be out and about and won’t
need to use your garden beds for their homes.

Organic Seedlings Sale Update
Thanks to everyone who preordered Organic Seedlings and
to everyone who helped spread the word about our sale. It’s
been another great year. I’m writing this newsletter article on
March 23rd with 8 days left before all orders are due. History
shows that we will get a significant number of orders in at
the last minute, and we’ve already surpassed last year’s gross sales of $4,400. We couldn’t
do it without everyone’s support and energy so the Green Team is grateful to everyone for
their help.
We’re not done yet though. Plants will be delivered on either Thursday, May 6 th or early
Friday, May 7th. We will have over 1,000 seedlings to sort into individual orders in Fellowship
Hall and we’ll need some help to get that done. We’ll also need some help to get all the
orders into our parking lot before 9:00 on Saturday, May 8th and then to provide our socially
distanced, touch free, pick up between 9:00 and noon. If you can help, please mark your
calendar and let Karen Pachyn know.
And if you didn’t get your order in on time or regret not having ordered more after giving it
some additional thought, don’t despair. Our new organic grower, West Star Organics,
requires us to order plants in multiples of nine, so we will have a limited number of leftover
plants available on May 8th for purchase. Proceeds from the sale support the church’s
general ministries.
The Green Team – Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, Chris Murray,
Shirley Myers, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob Tracy

HERITAGE BUNCH
Heritage Bunch is once again meeting from 10:00 to noon
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.
Everyone is welcome to join us!

ERRAND RUNNING MINISTRY
During this difficult time of limited mobility for so many due to the
Coronavirus, our church has put in place an Errand-Running Ministry. Any
members needing to have errands run like grocery shopping, picking up dry
cleaning, picking up prescriptions, walking your dog can call one of the
below dispatchers and they will assign your errand(s) to one of our very own
church members to be your runner. Everyone that is available to be an errand
runner is a church member that you can trust. Drop-offs will be made at your door with no
close contact needed.
Dispatchers to Call:
Tracy D'Alessandro 630-344-5861
Carrie Stone 773-569-2444
Dorothy Hamby 630-779-6294
Margaret Chittaro 312-961-8067

POEMS FROM JEAN

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS
Heading Here
3 Brian Brigman
4 David Myers
14 Michael Daly
16 Colin DuBois
17 Rachel Ogdon
20 Sue Achen

Basia Rudy
Amy Lynch
Ken Stratton
Michael Magana

Ed & Cheryl Eckert
Louis Reed
Tom Myers
Angela Burrell

24 Samantha Gregg
28 Jorge Morales, Jr.
29 Amarelis Morales
29 Suzie Hamby
30 Doug Stone

Susan Graybill
Mary Loss
Claire Richter
Jan Russell

TITHE.LY GIVING

Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to
get started. You'll find First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL.
Your gift is safe and secure and goes directly to our church. More information is
available online at https://get.tithe.ly.

Support First Congregational UCC Shop at smile.amazon.com
and we’ll donate to your favorite charitable organization, at no cost
to you.
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=362374420&ref_=smi_ext_ch_36-2374420_cl

Partners in Christ's Service
Church Leaders
Rev. Dr. Michael Daly, Sr. Minister
Martha Mendoza, Minister of Christian Education
Jim Molina, Minister of Music
Rev. Dr. Ernest H. Huntzinger, Emeritus Minister
Church Office Staff
Heather Cross, Bookkeeper
Kim Brigman, Office Assistant
Contact Us
Phone: 630-832-2580
Fax: 630-832-9142
Email: elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.elmhurstucc.org
Facebook: First Congregational UCC Elmhurst

