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PRELUDE – audio available on the church website    

Resurrection Overture 

Dave Benziger, guitar 

 

OPENING HYMN – video available on the church website    

 

#234 Crown Him With Many Crowns     

Michelle Maiers, Carina Kanzler, Meg McGarry,  

Kevin Loeper, Al Thurkow – vocals 

 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 

through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save; 

his glories now we sing 

who died and rose on high, 

who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 
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Crown him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 

in beauty glorified; 

no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 

creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Jesus Christ is risen today! 

Christ is risen, indeed! 

The tomb could not hold him. 

The grave is empty. Christ is risen! 
Jesus Christ is risen today! 

Christ is risen, indeed! 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

Holy God, today the tomb is empty and Jesus Christ is risen! Let the world hear our 

Hallelujah! Let our feet dance for joy and let our hearts be emboldened to work for 

justice and peace. Let the world know that fear and death are defeated forever. Jesus 

Christ has risen! Hallelujah!  

 
GLORIA PATRI  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 Prayer Hymn #263 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Silent Prayer   

 
PASTORAL PRAYER – video available on the church website             Rev. Mike Daly 

 

Easter Prayer 

 

We gather, O God, in your presence to rejoice in the light of the empty tomb. It is 

Easter morning, hallelujah! The stone has been rolled away, both from the tomb and 

from the depths of our hearts. From here, we learn to live in the power of the risen 

Christ. We will grow in the daily presence of our risen Savior. 

 

There has been a long winter of the soul. We have battled a global pandemic. We 

have addressed and readdressed racial injustice. We were met with the chill wind of 

adversity but also the cracked door of opportunity. We are working hard to turn the 

barren fields of prejudice, doubt, and fear back into fertile ground, celebrating 

diversity in all of its forms.  

 

We come to the empty tomb with confidence that you are about to do a new thing, O 

God. We believe in you, and in your great love death has lost its sting. We have 

encountered the risen Christ, and to that end, we bow in worship and wonder.  

 

From this day, let the resurrection resound that we might bring friendship to the 

lonely, forgiveness to the sinner, kindness to the mean-spirited, calm to the angry, 

hospitality to those who feel unworthy, fortitude to those whose strength is waning, 

peace to the hostile, a helping hand to those who feel overwhelmed, acceptance to 

the disenfranchised, a welcoming smile to those who are strangers in our midst. And 

once again, we welcome the gift of grace that the world will have to get used to. It is 

the gift of love that never lets us go.  

 

Our joy overflows on this day of new life. May our hallelujahs echo in our hearts as 

we go forth in the assurance of the presence of a loving God who gave His Son that 

we might know what a life of love looks like. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen! 
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OUR LORD’S PRAYER – audio available on the website         Michelle Maiers, vocals 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.                                                                                                

    
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – video available on the church website     Martha Mendoza 

 
SCRIPTURE – video available on the church website                              Rev. Mike Daly 

                                 
Mark 16: 1-8 (NIV) 

Jesus Has Risen 

 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the 

first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they 

asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 

rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white 

robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

 

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 

crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell 

his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 

him, just as he told you.’” 

 

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said 

nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY HYMN– video available on the church website 

 

#216 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

Michelle Maiers, Meg McGarry, Kevin Loeper, Mitchell Kinn, Al Thurkow, 

First Congregational Chancel Choir and the Friendship United Methodist 

Church Choir – vocals, Dave Benziger – guitar 
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Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  

 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  

Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  

Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  

 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  

 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!  

Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!  

 

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!  

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!  

 
SERMON – video available on the church website                                      Rev. Mike Daly  

 

Be of Good Courage 

 

The first Easter morning begins with a sense of fear.  The day begins with the kind 

of fear that feels like heartbreak from news you can’t comprehend. The kind of fear 

that feels like sudden shock from unexpected news. The kind of fear that leaves 

unanswered questions. The kind of fear that puts a twist in your stomach as the doctor 

comes into the examination room and says, “I see something that concerns me in 

your lab work.”   
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As the women approach the Jesus’ tomb with herbs and oils prepared to wash Jesus’ 

dead body, they have so many unanswered questions. Their stomachs are in knots. 

Their Lord is dead. But they hope that this ritual act of preparing a dead body, before 

permanently sealing the tomb will at least bring a little comfort and relief to their 

aching hearts.   

 

The women are going to anoint the one who was crucified, not as savior but as a 

rebel and a criminal. As they discuss how they will get into his tomb, already closed 

by a massive rock, they find that it has already been rolled away. Now they are 

shocked that the tomb is empty. What more can go wrong!  

 

Then they notice a stranger, some guy who is definitely not Jesus. And, they are even 

more afraid.  

 

The women witnessed the shame and humiliation of Jesus’ death displayed for the 

world to mock. Now, they are witnessing one final insult in this unexpected 

nightmare. The life of Jesus was stolen. Now the body of Jesus has been taken. How 

do they, how do we, cope with the fear that death has won. Death has taken their 

beloved friend - and now death is starting to take their hearts. 

 

Many theologians suggest that we would do well to welcome Easter morning with 

this kind of fear. We should all sense the distress of the three women arriving at the 

tomb. As we move toward those dead or dying places of the soul. As the world 

changed? Is Jesus gone? Could I have done something different here so this wouldn’t 

have happened?  

 

Then, as the story goes, the voice of a mysterious man offers some surprising news 

to the women that is meant to offer comfort and hope. "Do not be alarmed," he says, 

"you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 

not here.  Look, there is the place they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter 

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you."   

 

This is the Easter proclamation - He is risen! He is not here. A proclamation message 

the world can celebrate. The stone is rolled away. The tomb is empty, and not by 

vandals looking to do more harm to Jesus. It is rolled away because there are some 

powers stronger that even the power of death cannot swallow and digest.  

 

This is holy relief at its best – this is sacred hope manifested in the mystery of faith! 

So why are the women still afraid? They are the first to hear the man's announcement, 

but the gospel writer (Mark) tells us that the women "fled from the tomb, for terror 
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and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid." What were they afraid of?   

 

Were they fearful that the message was a lie?  Do they fear that they are being 

deceived by hooligan who was having a bit of fun at their expense? Or, are they 

afraid from a completely different reason all together. Are they afraid the 

overwhelming news they heard is somehow true?   

 

How does “good news” stir up fear? We might consider our own fears this Easter 

day. Are we afraid that we will return to life unchanged--untouched?  Are we afraid 

that we will go throughout our days of struggle without seeing God? Are we afraid 

of the possibility, however slight, that God is out there and will meet us this day? 

Are we afraid that God is waiting for us?  Perhaps we should be.   

 

We heard more than “He is risen.” We heard that Jesus is waiting in Galilee. You 

can bet that means Jesus has plans for us. He is there waiting to ask us to do more 

things in his name. He is waiting to challenge us the same way he challenged the 

disciples. You and I have witnessed Jesus’ life of ministry with the disciples, and 

now it’s our turn.  

 

One of the young people I met while working at a summer camp for children and 

youth with life threatening illness was a teenager named Liz. We all knew her 

condition was grave and that her cancer was not going to allow her to live into the 

next year. One afternoon, as her camp family was getting ready for their turn to go 

camping in the woods, one of the new counselors ask Liz if she’d like to stay behind 

and sleep in the more comfortable cabin. Without missing a beat she said, “I ain’t 

dead yet!” which by the way drew an uproar of laughter from the campers. That 

night, she was the one leading the ghost stories and making everyone laugh. Don’t 

fear death, live your life!  

 

If he is not dead, he is raised! He is risen! He never left! And to quote Flannery 

O'Connor, "He's thrown everything off balance!"  No wonder that Mark tells us that 

the women "fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them." 

 

Scott Johnston says, “A lot of scholars think that this verse, this hasty departure from 

the empty tomb is the conclusion of Mark's Gospel.  It seems a funny way to end, 

doesn't it?  Is that any way to finish "the greatest story ever told"...with people 

running away in amazement and fear?  These same scholars believe that someone 

other than Mark added the final eleven verses of the Gospel at a later date--someone 
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who felt like the story needed a post-script.  If that's true, then perhaps we should 

read on.  Maybe the postscript can answer some of these questions for us.”   

 

This is what Jesus says when he appears to the disciples. 

 

And Jesus said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the 

whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who 

does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who 

believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 

they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not 

hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 

Maybe Mark’s gospel gives us more questions. But these are great questions, 

including what’s next? Jesus foresees the things that these disciples will do in his 

name. They will cast out demons. They will heal the hurting. They will use their 

voice and the bodies to speak out against injustice and stand for the dignity of all 

people.   

 

Easter is a story of courage, according to David Bartlett of Yale Divinity School. It 

is a story of holy courage. That is the kind of fear that is “good fear.” It is the Easter 

proclamation. Jesus is the one who shows us death has lost its sting so let that fear 

that you feel motivate you – not paralyze you. Run to Christ, not away! 

 

A pastor shares two Easter moments that capture the breadth and depth of who we 

Easter people are. One year after a somber and moving Good Friday Service, as the 

congregation started to move silently out of the sanctuary, a young teenager began 

to laugh uncontrollably. Not a nervous laugh, just laughter. And then on that Sunday, 

Easter morning, a friend who lives at a distance sent his usual Easter morning text, 

“He is risen! Jesus is on the loose!”  

 

Yes, he thought! Easter people are both! Easter people are happy people with big 

hearts. Easter people face their fears with a sense of peace and assurance. Easter 

people can laugh in the face of the deadly powers of the world. Easter people are 

people of good courage. A people who can look into an empty tomb and then turn 

and run towards Galilee where the living – risen Christ – is on the loose and waiting 

for us.   

 

Hallelujah and Amen.  
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OFFERTORY – video available on the church website     

 

On this NEW DAY, let us be about the building God's realm. Let our gifts of time, 

talent, and treasure be given generously to glorify God in service to others. 

 

Crown Him the Risen King 

Michelle Maiers, Carina Kanzler, Meg McGarry,  

Kevin Loeper, Mitchell Kinn, Al Thurkow – vocals 

 
DOXOLOGY  
       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

        Praise him, all creatures here below; 

        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Gracious God, accept our gifts – of time, talent, and treasure - as evidence of our 

desire to participate with you in the care of your beloved creation. These gifts 

symbolize our thanksgiving for all that you provide. Through these gifts, we praise 

you. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We thank you, most loving God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting 

us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and 

send us forth into the world in courage and peace. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN – video available on the church website    

 

#108 Lift High the Cross     

Michelle Maiers, Carina Kanzler, Meg McGarry,  

Kevin Loeper, Mitchell Kinn, Al Thurkow – vocals 

 

Refrain: 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 

Our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God. [Refrain] 
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Each newborn servant of the Crucified 

Bears on the brow the seal of him who died. [Refrain] 

 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

Your death has bought us life eternally. [Refrain] 

 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! [Refrain] 

 
BENEDICTION  

Go forth and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted. Honor all 

people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with 

you, amen. 


