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FROM OUR PASTOR 
Rev. Mike Daly 

We still have another six weeks together, so this is not goodbye. However, as the time of being your 
pastor begins to draw its conclusion, I cannot help but reflect on what an outstanding three and a 
half years it has been for all of us. The basement no longer floods, the new parking lot and 
landscaping are finished, the piece of property was sold to a nice family for a great price, broken-
down boilers were repaired, several broken-down air conditioning units are either fixed or replaced, 
the Tree Town lease is renewed with a more equitable rate for the church, the Tree Town space was 
repaired and upgraded with fresh paint, new flooring, and counters, the office space was spruced-
up, we welcomed two new staff members in the office, added e-giving, increased office efficiencies 
in some significant ways, the roofs don’t leak (as much), the website/online presence is more 
versatile and engaging, remote worship & an At-Home Bulletin with full text manuscripts are 
available every week, the Green Team, De Colores, and Heritage Bunch stayed strong and got even 
stronger, regular adult faith formation opportunities - whether at church or remote - were fun and 
enriching, the music ministry expanded, the budget was always “above water,” the endowment 
grew, the esprit de corps has been phenomenal, and so much more…. And let’s not forget we helped 
and supported each other through a very difficult global pandemic.  
  
I believe we accomplished so much because of the love and unity this congregation has. Love and 
togetherness are very precious gifts and a truly sacred thing about this church family. First 
Congregational is “the friendly congregation.” We’ve been so blessed in our time together. And I am 
so pleased we welcomed so many wonderful new members and friends in the past few years. No 
doubt, the great positive momentum, and growth will continue – you are a very special group.  
  
I will miss each of you, members or friends, dearly. My deepest thanks to you all for the love and 
meaningful ministry we’ve done together. I do want to take this opportunity to thank, in a big way, 
our very own, Rev. Jan Davis and Rev. John Gibbon, who served this congregation so beautifully prior 
to my arrival. Their ministries laid the tremendous groundwork for me to join you as your pastor and 
have a meaningful ministry with you. They shared wisdom and support. I am honored to call them 
colleagues and friends. Jan and John, thank you for blessing me and for blessing this congregation. 
May God continue to bless you both in your ministries.  
  



 
On June 6th, I will be candidating for the First Congregational Church of Geneva to update you on my 
progress. This call is for a one-quarter time position. I am very excited about the possibilities of 
serving in my home community. And in the spirit of following a call to engage in bi-vocational 
ministry, I feel blessed to have more time with family. And not only that, I plan on writing and 
publishing a couple of short e-books (one on youth ministry mission trips and the other on 
stewardship). This inspiration comes by way of folks like Jean Schildbach, Ann Thoele, and Tom 
McCann, whose gifts of creativity and imagination bring the written word to life in special ways (thank 
you Jean, Ann, and Tom).  
  
In the words of Gandhi, “The future depends on what we do in the present.” Together in love, we 
did a great job of staying present and mindful of the work God asked us to do. You have a great staff. 
And as a congregation, we met the challenges, celebrated the joys, supported each other in times of 
illness or death, and lived by, as best we could, the Golden Rule. This congregation has a bright future. 
Thank you, and see you around!  
  
Faithfully, 
Mike 
 
 
 

  

 

   

FROM OUR MODERATOR 
Todd Hicks 

 

Pulpit Committee Update 
2021 Pulpit Committee was approved 2/21/21. Need (47) votes to confirm, (48) ballots were 
received to Accept, (1) to Reject and (5) ballots had illegible signatures or no names. The Pulpit 
Committee met 5/22/21 with Fritz Baumgartner being voted as Chair, Margaret Bixler as Secretary 
and Vanessa Jackson as Chaplin. Fritz reached out to Reverend Murph, our Chicago Metropolitan 
Representative to start the process of reviewing Pastors. More to come in the following Months.  
 
What's your Mission? 
Diaconate: The Diaconate primary concern is the spiritual well-being of the Church. They are 
responsible for the administration of the Sacraments, coordinating Service on Sunday mornings, 
advise with the Pastor on the spiritual activates of the Church, calling on new or prospective 
members and introducing new families into the life of the church. To me Diaconate, along with the 
Pastor, set the tone of the tone of the Sunday service by their set up and greeting each Sunday. It is 
a great way to meet all levels of member, potential, new, long time or even visitors. Being on 
Diaconate is a fulfilling role and a great way to get involved in Church life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

  

DE COLORES UPDATES 
    

 
De Colores Youth Orientation Meeting 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 
11:00 a.m. 

 
Our church is blessed to have youth give of their time in carrying out our De Colores ministry. We 
especially count our blessings with the participation of youth who were once participants in this camp 
and now are Youth Program Aides.  
 
In order to equip youth with their role and answer questions, we are meeting after church on Sunday, 
June 13 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Parents, grandparents and youth, please mark your family 
calendars and plan on having your youngster present. We will be meeting downstairs in Fellowship 
Hall. Parents are welcome. There will be a light lunch. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate 
to reach out to Senora Mendoza at marta.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net.  
 
 

-------------------------------------------------- Save the Date -------------------------------------------------- 
 
All adult volunteers are invited to a De Colores volunteer orientation meeting. We will be meeting on 
Sunday, July 18 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please mark your calendars and 
plan on joining us. We would like to provide a light snack-like lunch so please confirm your 
participation with Margaret Bixler or Senora Mendoza.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

 

  

THE DIACONATE 
Don Haraf, Calvin Jackson, Carolee Luppino, Claire Richter, Allen Sloma 

The Deacons would like to encourage participation of our congregation in Sunday service by doing 
Scripture readings. People can sign up for future Sundays by clicking the link below 
or going to the church website under MEMBERS and they will see the box for 
Scripture Readers. Instructions are listed for readers who will do the readings in 
person or prerecord them, if readers will not be able to attend that particular 
Sunday. There is also a signup sheet for scripture readers on the bulletin board in 
the foyer.  

&nbsp;https://elmhurstucc.org/members/scripture-readings/ 

 
With pandemic restrictions easing, church services and activities will be returning to normal, albeit 

slowly.  A printed bulletin for in-person Sunday worship services will resume on June 6th. Sunday 

https://elmhurstucc.org/members/scripture-readings/


parlor coffee hour is not ready to be resumed. The Diaconate will be part of discussions that will 

decide if an interim minister will be hired or if guest ministers will be scheduled after Rev. Daly leaves. 

 
 

 

 

  

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Chair Tammy Hicks, Vanessa Jackson, Martha Mendoza, 
Lynette Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen Sloma 
 

This Summer's Work Trip To Puerto Rico 
 
Your overwhelming support for our work trip on the Island of Puerto Rico 
has been so moving. Over the years, each of you has rallied around this 
ALL Church Global Growth Experience. Individuals that have participated 

in representing our church on these trips have learned so much from the people of Puerto Rico. The 
Puerto Rician hospitality and resilience are but a few of the attributes that so many of us have learned 
from and have impacted our lives. The genuine hospitality of the Puerto Rican people who have 
received our groups on the island has been a real-life lesson about what is truly important.  
 
Many of you may know that we were scheduled to depart for Puerto Rico on June 4th and return on 
June 12th. Due to unexpected last-minute circumstances, our church's work delegation will not be 
traveling to Puerto Rico. 
 
Let me take this opportunity to express my apologies to all of you who had made plans to be a part 
of this trip. Although this cancelation is disappointing, I believe that future opportunities are awaiting 
us in the mission field. I am turning my attention to June of 2022 for our next trip to Puerto Rico and 
am so excited about the awesome possibilities. 
 
Sincerely, Martha Mendoza  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

SUMMERTIME SUNDAY SCHOOL 
STARTS JUNE 6 

 
For the entire month of June, we will be exploring stories in the Bible 
using Legos.  
 
We all know that hands-on learning is one of the best ways to teach children. Putting something into 
their hands that they can quickly turn to play inspires both imagination and cognitive thinking. It also 
brings to life the Bible. 
 
We look forward to having your children be a part of Sunday School! 



 
------------------------------------------------- Save the Date --------------------------------------------------- 

 
Our Board of Christian Education's Faith Formation ministry team is planning an 
upcoming Women's Spiritual Growth Gathering on Friday, November 5.  
 
You don't have to be on the Board to be a part of this ministry team. If you would 
like to help us plan this next in-person Women's Spiritual Growth Gathering, please 

reach out to Dorothy Hamby at gummydot@aol.com. Thank you! 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

  

THE MISSION BOARD 
Mary Moy-Gregg, Gail Ogdon, Amy Reshamwala, Jan Russell, Diane Wells 

 

DON’T FORGET! We will continue to raise awareness, funds and suppor t for 

Teen-Parent Connection through Father’s Day. 

 

Teen-Parent Connection Mission Statement:  

To serve the community through education on the realities and responsibilities of teenage 

pregnancy, and through long-term assistance to parents for their development of self-esteem, 

parenting skills, and empowerment toward self-sufficiency.Their programs benefit DuPage County.  

There are three ways to offer your support: 

1. Tithely - Please specify Teen-Parent Connection 
2. Teen-Parent Connection has a wishlist with Amazon. Here is the link: http://a.co/fmWYUjn 

They have items as low are $4.00. 
3. Mail a check to the church and someone from our mission board will drop of all money 

collected at the end of the collection period. Please specify Teen-Parent Connection in the 
memo line of your check.   

 
 

Checks can be mailed to: 
 

First Congregational Church 

Attention: Heather Cross 

235 S. Kenilworth Ave 

Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 
 

  
  
  
  

http://a.co/fmWYUjn?fbclid=IwAR28CfB8_3GgxSEGXHtFnNdJXnBmXj600_c9Va1NTQRFh-zfATN2gbmgHq4


 
 

 

  

GREEN TEAM 
Karen Pachyn 
 

2021 Organic Seedings Sale A Huge Success!! 
 
 

Many thanks to everyone 
who helped make our 
seventh annual seedlings 
sale a huge success. From 
Jim Molina, who updated 
our online website with 
many changes to reflect 
our new vendor, to Kim 
Brigman and everyone else 
who helped spread the 
word online, to those who 
sorted seedlings into 
orders, especially Gail 
Ogdon who verified every 
order was completed 
correctly, to those who 
helped unload the 
seedlings from the delivery 
truck on Thursday or carried them outside on Saturday or manned our day of sale table, to Reverend 
Daly who directed traffic for three hours Saturday morning, everyone pitched in.  Even Chris and 
Bryan, the neighbors on either side of our building, came at 7:30 AM Thursday, to help unload the 
compost and growing mix from the delivery truck. It was an amazing team effort and here’s some 
numbers to show how much we can accomplish when we all work together: 
 

Preorders Taken:                                          132 

Seedlings Sold: 2115 

Bags of Compost and Growing Mix Sold: 160 

Total Income:                                              $9,758.00 

Net Profit: $4,275.65 less Jim Molina’s time 

Increase in profit over last year:              139% 

 
Of the 132 preorders taken, I count 112 as non church members. We also had 11 additional 
gardeners sign up to be on our mailing list for next year. So an added bonus to our sale is the great 
outreach in the community. Fabulous work everyone!     
 
 
 
 
    
 



Green Team Tip Of The Month – June 
This might have been helpful to share before the seedlings sale, 
but there’s still plenty of time to d o some planting around your 
patio to create a natural barrier against mosquitos.  Thanks to 
Carolee for sharing this information from the Old Farmers 
Almanac. 
 
The Green Team – Don Haraf, Jennifer Hennen, Carolee Luppino, 
Chris Murray, Shirley Myers, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob 
Tracy 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

HERITAGE BUNCH 
 
Heritage Bunch is once again meeting from 10:00 to noon on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month. Everyone is welcome to join us! 
 
 
 

 

 

  

CELEBRATION GARDEN 
 

Spring has Sprung! Time to Celebrate and Remember! 
 
A reminder, First Church launched our Celebration Garden in the parking lot area for members to 
celebrate and remember loved ones with a permanent dedication of a garden plot or tree. 
 
It's a wonderful way to honor a loved one, remember a passed family member, celebrate a special 
occasion or demonstrate a personal contribution to our stunning new garden. 
 

Click the link below for more information on the Celebration Garden.  
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/140929b4401/370e88b7-b64c-4817-91a5-85ff82e7cdd0.pdf 

  
 

 

 



 
 

 

  

A POEM FROM JEAN 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

 

  

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
  

 
12 Jack Hennel 
20 Claire Richter 
28 Don Haraf 
29 Mary Loss 
 

 

   

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Jan Russell 
Janet Rowe 
Russ Laine 
Mary Loss 

 

Angela Burrell 
Louis Reed 

Ed & Cheryl Eckert 
Michael Magana 

 

Ken Stratton 
Amy Lynch 
Basia Rudy 

 



 
 

 

  

 

   

TITHE.LY GIVING 
 

Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get started. 
You'll find First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and 
secure and goes directly to our church. More information is available online 
at https://get.tithe.ly. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Support First Congregational UCC Shop at smile.amazon.com and we’ll 

donate to your favorite charitable organization, at no cost to you. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=36-
2374420&ref_=smi_ext_ch_36-2374420_cl 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 
 

Partners in Christ's Service 
 

Church Leaders 
Rev. Dr. Michael Daly, Sr. Minister 

Martha Mendoza, Minister of Christian Education 
Jim Molina, Minister of Music 

Rev. Dr. Ernest H. Huntzinger, Emeritus Minister 
 

Church Office Staff 
Heather Cross, Bookkeeper 

Kim Brigman, Office Assistant 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: 630-832-2580 
Fax:   630-832-9142 

Email:  elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net 
Website:  www.elmhurstucc.org 

https://get.tithe.ly/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=36-2374420&ref_=smi_ext_ch_36-2374420_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=36-2374420&ref_=smi_ext_ch_36-2374420_cl
mailto:elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.elmhurstucc.org/

