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FROM THE MODERATOR 
Todd Hicks 

Happy August, hope you are all enjoying the summer and staying cool. I would like to provide an 
update on what a very busy Pulpit Committee has been up to. As you know, this 2021 Committee 
was approved in May 2021. They met two days later and have met weekly since. They have met 
with our UCC Advisor, Rev. Terrill Murff and are currently finalizing the Church profile and working 
with Trustees on a compensation package to complete our our application for a new Pastor with 
the Chicago Metropolitan Association UCC. Look for a presentation on our Pastor application in the 
future.  
 
What is your Mission?  
The Board of Christian Education (CE) develops and nurtures the spiritual formation and ongoing 
development of the Church's children, youth and adults through a variety of academic and 
experiential learning events and programs. The CE Board work with your youth in service to our 
Church, other Churches, people and areas while having fun and meeting lots of people. Our CE 
Board members are full of life and fun loving people that do an amazing job organizing activities. 
Activities include, The Martin Luther King zoom video this past January, monthly fund raisers, De 
Colores, Mission Trips with some just fun days thrown in. We are looking forward to their Youth led 
Rally Day in September.  
 

 

  

PASTORAL CARE  
Rev. Jan Davis 

Caring for One Another 
 
Supporting our members during everyday occurrences, ailments, and 
even the passing away of a loved one is highest among our calling as 
a church. During this period of a pastoral search, Rev. Jan Davis, Rev. Jorge Morales, and Martha 

  

 

 



Mendoza will be available for pastoral care. They will be reaching out to those of us that have 
enjoyed regular pastoral visits and for any emergency that may arise.  
 
If you have any pastoral needs, please don’t hesitate to contact the church office at 630-832-2580.  
 
 

 

  

PULPIT SEARCH COMMITTEE  
Fritz Baumgartner, Margaret Bixler, Margaret Chittaro, Gayle Dawson, Vanessa Jackson, Bob 
Kanzler, Janet Russell, and Ron Teuber  

Thank you to all who participated in recent congregational survey. We are creating a narrated 
summary presentation on the survey that will soon be accessible from the church website.  
 
The Search Committee has incorporated survey information about what the congregation is looking 
for in a new minister into our church's profile, which will be a primary tool in attracting ministerial 
candidates. The profile also includes demographics on our congregation, style of worship, 
information on the church's finances including compensation, a community description and 
demographics, mission activities, congregational life, church governance, strategic planning, and 
wider church connections. We are putting the finishing touches on the profile and hope to have it 
ready in early August. Shortly after that happens, we hope to begin reviewing candidates. 
 
The search for a new minister is not a process to be conducted hastily; however, our target has 
been to call and install a new minister by the beginning of the new year. While we don't know 
exactly what lies ahead, we are hopeful that we are still on track to meet this goal. 
 
 

 

  

THE DIACONATE 
Don Haraf, Calvin Jackson, Carolee Luppino, Claire Richter, Allen Sloma 

Discussion is ongoing on the best way to resume fresh altar flowers. In the interim the silk 
arrangements will be placed on the altar.  
 
With COVID numbers on the rise again, parlor coffee hour is temporarily on hold. We want to be 
cautious with everyone and when it is safer to resume this social gathering, it will be restarted. 
 
Deacons want to be considerate and cautious so church service will continue with the ‘Peace Wave’ 
for the short term. Handshakes and more personal greetings will be resumed when it is safer for 
everyone. 
 
 
 
 



 

  

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Brian Brigman, Dorothy Hamby, Chair Tammy Hicks, Vanessa Jackson, Martha Mendoza, Lynette 
Rosen, Jeff Sloma, Karen Sloma 
 

Summertime Sunday School 
 
As we enjoy the month of August and all the fun summer activities that take 
place, we will be spending time in Sunday School learning more about biblical 
teachings that are life savers. 

 
Each Sunday during August, children will be exploring life saving biblical stories they can hold close 
to their hearts and use when needed.  
 
In preparation for back to in-person school, we would like to support your family and children 
understanding that there is no going back to "the way it was", but as young Christians they can hold 
on to the lessons from the bible to support them. I hope your family will join us on Sundays as we 
put on our life savers and enjoy the month of August. Sincerely, Martha Mendoza 
 

  

 

 

Back to School High School Gathering 
 
As our high school students prepare to go back to school, we 
thought it important to have a back-to-school gathering.  
 
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 
Time: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Flavah Underground, 570 S. York, Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 
Together high schoolers will have an opportunity to catch up, eat an amazing dinner prepared by 
Chef Kevin and participate in games. To confirm your youth's participation, RSVP to Martha 
Mendoza. 
 
We can't think of a more fun way to kick off the school year! 
 
 

  

 

 

Making Our Way Back... One Car at a Time 
 
Parents of all middle and high school youth, our annual car wash is scheduled 
for Sunday August 29th from 9am-12pm! Please confirm your child's 
attendance to support this fun and important fundraiser for our work trip to 
Puerto Rico next year.  

 

 
 

 

 
 



We are blessed to have Dan Briggs bring most of the supplies and vacuums but we need your 
youth to supply the muscle! Mark your calendars!  For further details, please reach out to Brian 
Brigman at bbrigman9700@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

Children's Service Project 
Friday, August 13, 2021 
 
All children in 2nd through 6th grade are invited to be a part of our 

upcoming service project at Feed My Starving Children at the Schaumburg site.  
 
This is a very special discipleship opportunity for the youngest among us to give back. We are 
meeting at First Congregational at 2:00 p.m. and carpooling to the food site located at 740 Wiley 
Farm Court, Schaumburg, IL 60172.  
 
We will be packing from 3pm - 5pm and then go to a nearby place for dinner. Adult drivers/ 
chaperones are needed. 
 
We hope that parents and grandparents will encourage and arrange to have your youngsters be a 
part of this Christian service opportunity. Please RSVP to Martha Mendoza and help us make a 
difference. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Jim Molina 

As the summer progresses it has been a joy to see so many 
returning to the church. Working with the choir again face to 
face and hearing the lifted voices in song has offered healing and 
grace.  
 

The Music Ministry is more than just the music it performs, it's a ministry that centers on the 
community of like-minded individuals who gather together to make music, both in melody and 
harmony. We celebrate this community with the church each Sunday when we have the 
opportunity and we celebrate it with you, the congregation.  
 
As we continue to lift our voices in song on Sundays, we hope that somehow we are able to touch 
a part of your soul as you participate in the worship experience along with us. As we continue in 
this time of change, I am reminded that God is at the center holding it all together.  
 
On behalf of the Music Ministry I pray for all who are this church family and for your families and 
friends. May the gift of music bring you peace and healing, grace and fulfillment. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

  

GREEN TEAM 
Karen Pachyn 

Green Team Tip of the Month – August 
  
Hopefully, everyone reading this knows that we collect bread tags. You 
can bring them into church, and put them in a basket on the table in 
the Tree of Life Foyer. We then take them to SCARCE in Addison who 
collect bread tags from all over DuPage County to donate to “Danielle 
Cares For Chairs”. The latter has a relationship with a  recycler who 
pays for the bread tags and the funds are used to purchase wheel 
chairs. With our help, at the end of June, SCARCE made a delivery of 
roughly 16,000 bread tags. Volunteers in the photo are packing them 
up and weighing them at SCARCE for delivery to DCFC.  
  
Bread tags are not the only thing SCARCE collects. Here’s a list of what you can bring to their 
building at 800 S. Rohlwing Road (Route 53), Unit D in Addison. Drop offs must be made between 
9:00 and 2:00 Tuesday thru Friday and all items must be in cardboard boxes.   
 

 Books - any & all 
 LP Records 
 Holiday Lights (accepted any time of year) 
 Music CDs with cases (commercially-made only) 
 DVD movies with cases (commercially-made only, no home recordings) 
 Keys (household, luggage, car) 
 Inkjet cartridges (No toners) 
 Cords & wires (phone, computer, etc.) 
 Bikes, Bike parts & accessories 
 X-ray, MRI, and Lithographic Film 
 Eyeglasses & Sunglasses (no cases) 
 Hearing Aids 
 Plastic Bread Tags 
 School supplies: new/like-new 
 Office supplies: new/like-new 
 Paper: unused, all kinds 
 Writing Utensils: pens, pencils, markers etc. 
 Art Supplies: unused/like-new only 
 Crayons 
 Poster board : unused/like-new 
 Like-new games, puzzles, flash cards 
 White boards, cork boards 
 Musical Instruments 
 35mm Film Canisters 
 Box Tops for Education 
 Metal Jewelry - like-new, used or broken 

  

 

 

https://www.scarce.org/now-collecting-for-working-bikes/
https://www.scarce.org/new-collection-x-ray-lithographic-film/
https://www.scarce.org/new-collection-plastic-bread-tags/
https://www.scarce.org/tools-for-schools/
https://www.scarce.org/tools-for-schools/


For more information see the SCARCE website: https://www.scarce.org/accepted-items/ 
I will also be reporting monthly for the next 12 months about the “Start In Your Yard” initiative the 
Elmhurst Cool Cities Coalition (our church is a member) kicked off with a native garden walk on July 
24th. Thanks to the Hennens, who allowed us to include their beautiful garden on the walk. 
  
The idea for “Start In Your Yard” is inspired by the book “Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach To 
Conservation That Starts In Your Yard”. The book is written by noted entomologist and 
environmentalist Doug Tallamy. He points out that our wildlife populations are in decline because 
the native plants they depend on are fast disappearing. He urges homeowners everywhere to plant 
natives, thus turning their yards into conservation corridors, or “mini national parks” that provide 
desperately needed habitat. The ECCC is challenging everyone in Elmhurst to get on board, and is 
working with other community groups to offer monthly educational activities to help people 
understand why it is so critical.  
  
In August, in conjunction with the Elmhurst Public Library, the ECCC will be kicking off a community 
wide read of Tallamy’s book “Nature’s Best Hope” with book discussions scheduled for September 
16th. And on November 17th, the author himself will do a live zoom presentation for our 
community. Whether you live in Elmhurst or not, we hope you will read the book as it explains very 
clearly why we all need to provide plants that will nourish our bees, butterflies and other 
insects.        
  
For more information about the initiative, see the website:  www.elmhurstcoolcities.org/start-in-
your-yard 
  

 

  

HERITAGE BUNCH 

Greetings … 
 

We are called the Heritage Bunch 
We meet 10 to Noon …yes, just before lunch 

Two Wednesdays a month and we really have fun 
It’s interesting talk … from when we start till we’re done! 

 
We solve the world’s problems, Of each other we care 

We talk and we laugh and we end with a prayer. 
 

Now if you’ll note the picture, you’ll see over there 
One thing we don’t like .. it’s an empty chair. 

If you’re looking for a group, but you don’t just know where 
There’s nothing we’d like better than to have you right there. 

 
Come join us … 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

https://www.scarce.org/accepted-items/
http://www.elmhurstcoolcities.org/start-in-your-yard
http://www.elmhurstcoolcities.org/start-in-your-yard


 

 
 

 

 

  

LIFTING UP ONE OF OUR VERY OWN 
 
First Church is so excited to share with you a great write-up from July's York High School Alumni 
Newsletter. We have always known the AMAZING person Ann Thoele is and when we read the 
below Duke Spotlight we had to share with our church family.  

 
Ann Thoele - Duke Spotlight 

York High School Alumni Newsletter, July 2021 
 

Ann Fannon Thoele, York Class of 1950, moved to Elmhurst at age five and started school at the 
Old Field School that was located where City Hall now stands. She attended seventh and eighth 
grades at Hawthorne Junior High School when the current elementary school functioned as 
Elmhurst’s middle school. Ann looks back at her York experience fondly. She participated in chorus, 
and with a radiant smile recalls that she had a lot of fun in high school. A few of her favorite teachers 
were Mr. Cady, who taught bookkeeping, and Mr. Meitz, a young geometry teacher fresh out of 
the army. 
 
After graduating from York, Ann went on to Northern Illinois University, which at the time was 
Northern Illinois State Teachers College. She earned a teaching degree and did her student teaching 
at Hawthorne, an elementary school at that time because Sandburg had been built. The Lincoln 
principal then hired her to teach kindergarten at Lincoln School. There were one hundred and thirty 

  

 

 



kindergarten students and only one classroom that was used for an AM and PM section. She had 
her hands full teaching a class filled with sixty-plus rambunctious kindergartners, but Ann really 
loved teaching and gave it her all. She taught for four years and left to be a stay-at-home mother, 
a common choice for women at the time. 
 
The truly interesting thing about Ann’s story as a teacher is the fact that at 88, she is still in touch 
with and beloved by such a large number of her students! If she could locate former students, she 
wrote them a letter upon their high school graduation. Through her part-time employment at the 
YMCA, her involvement at church and in the community, and the creation of Facebook, she 
continued to find more and more students to connect with and loves communicating with them to 
this day. The feeling seems mutual among her students as well. She truly appreciates that “Eddy” 
(laughingly invoking the name she called him in kindergarten) Ed Sandner from her first 
kindergarten bunch invited her to the York High School Class of 1967 50th Reunion. She had a blast 
attending the event where she felt like royalty, she was treated so well. 

Ann most recently went back to visit Lincoln this May 
because the public was offered one last look at the 
school before it was to be demolished this summer. 
Ann went directly to her kindergarten classroom but 
the door was locked. As she was the first to teach in 
that room, she was curious as to whether decals that 
she put on the door in 1955 to help the children 
distinguish between the boy's bathroom and the 
girl's bathroom would still be there. She found 
someone to open the door for her, and low and 
behold, the boy's bathroom still amazingly had the 
Little Boy Blue decal from 1955 stuck to the door. 
 
In addition to her students, Ann has really enjoyed keeping in touch with her York classmates and 
organizing and attending her class reunions, which for many years drew alumni from all over the 
country. They have become smaller and less formal over the years, but are still enjoyed by the 
group of attendees. 
 
As Elmhurst has done with so many demolished schools from the past, this year we say goodbye to 
the former Lincoln and Field Elementary Schools as they are replaced with new, modern buildings. 
However, Ann’s story reminds us that the important thing is not the brick and mortar, but the 
experiences and connections that were made in those buildings, and the memories and people that 
remain in our minds and hearts throughout our lifetime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 



 

  

A POEM FROM JEAN 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

ELMURST WALK-IN ASSISTANCE NETWORK FUNDRAISING EVENT 
 

 

 

 

  

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
  

 

  
 

 

 
1 Chris Hamby 
2 Luke Brigman 
7 Bobbie Schultz 
21 Terry Hennen 
 

 

 
23 Barb Sullivan 
26 Carson Hicks 
29 Jean Schildbach 
21 Amelia Morrow 
 



 
 

 

Bob Tracy 
Phyllis Crosley 

Jan Russell  
 

Janet Rowe 
Mary Loss 
Louis Reed 

 

Amy Lynch  
Basia Rudy 

 
 

 

   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

 



 

   

TITHE.LY GIVING 
 

 
Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get 
started. You'll find First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is 
safe and secure and goes directly to our church. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Support First Congregational each time you make a purchase on Amazon. Sign 
up and Shop at smile.amazon.com and a portion of your purchase will be 
donated back to First Congregational at no cost to you. This is an easy way for 
us to earn some extra money! Please make sure you sign up to participate. 
Thank you! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Partners in Christ's Service 
 

Pastoral Care 
Rev. Janet Davis 
revjcd@aol.com 
(630) 400-7747 

 
Church Staff 

Martha Mendoza, Director of Christian Education 
Jim Molina, Director of Music 
Heather Cross, Bookkeeper 

Kim Brigman, Office Assistant 
 

Rev. Dr. Ernest H. Huntzinger, Emeritus Minister 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: (630) 832-2580 
Fax:   (630) 832-9142 

Email:  elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.elmhurstucc.org 

Facebook: First Congregational UCC Elmhurst 
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