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FROM THE WORSHIP TEAM 
Margaret Chittaro, Martha Mendoza, Jim Molina, and Claire Richter 

 

The Worship Team meets purposefully every Wednesday to plan out worship service. 
Our Sunday morning worship is our focus. Knowing we come together weekly excites and pushes us to 
deliver to the congregation a fulfilling and rich service. 
 
The Lenten Season has begun and we look forward to walking this journey together. 
We focus on a renewal of our faith, a renewal of our hope and a renewal of our love. 
 
Please mark you calendars for our Holy Week services: 
April 2 at 10 am: Palm Sunday / Children's Palm Parade 
April 7 at 7 pm: Good Friday Service 
April 9 at 10 am: Easter Sunday / Children's Easter Party 
 
Bring family and friends to share in the pinnacle of our church year! Together, let us slow down and 
dwell on the incredible and miraculous events of Holy Week. 

  

 

 

  

ALL-CHURCH DE COLORES CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH SUMMER CAMP 

 
Monday, July 31 through Friday, August 4 

9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

Celebration Sunday  
August 6 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Our De Colores Children’s Conversational Spanish Summer Camp registration kicked off in February. Having 
registration begin a whole month earlier has made such a difference in early enrollment. 

As March begins to bloom, we are turning our attention to you, our members and friends. Our De Colores 
adult volunteers are truly the backbone of this ministry. We could not carry out this camp without you.  



There are several ways you can make a difference by volunteering. One of our most important adult 
volunteer positions is the Shepherd. Each Shepherd greets and dismisses their children by having parents or 
guardians sign them in and out. Shepherds also travel to the educational stations with their group and 
engage and participate in each station's activities. 

It is among my prayers that you will join us as an adult volunteer for our church’s De Colores camp. 

A sign up sheet has been established on the hospitality table in the church foyer. Thank you for your 
consideration, Señora Martha Mendoza 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK 
 

 

 

 

 

  

      BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
Vanessa Jackson, Martha Mendoza, Amarelis Morales-Berent, Lynette Rosen (chair), and Donna Scumaci 
 

Children's Sunday School 

During this month of March we are supporting our children with meaningful learning to 
strengthen their season of Lent. 
  
We have successfully been able to group children into two classrooms, preschool through 

2nd grade and 3rd through 7th. A big thank you to parents and grandparents for bringing your children to 
Sunday School. Our weekly lessons and activities will take the children through this season of Lent right 
into Easter. 

Save the Date 

Sunday, April 9- Children’s Easter Party 



Confirmation  

Our confirmation class will meet on two different Sundays this month. 
 Sunday, March 5 
 Sunday, March 26 

 
On Sunday, March 5, confirmands are to assist the Diaconate with candle lighting and 
collecting of offering during the service. Class will meet at 11:00 a.m. in the Christian 
Education office. Please mark your family calendars.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

  

THE DIACONATE BOARD 
Claire Richter, chair; Bridget Bixler, Brian Brigman, Rev. Jan Davis, Calvin Jackson, Carolee Luppino, William 
Roman, and Ann Thoele  

 

 Thanks to all members of the 2022 Diaconate for your service and we look forward 
to continuing working together. A special thank you Brian Brigman. Without his 
leadership the smooth transition would not have been possible. 
 
Welcome our new board members: Rev. Jan Davis, Carolee Luppino and Ann Thoele. 

We are grateful for your willingness to serve. Claire Richter has been voted as our new Chairperson and we 
appreciate her taking on this responsibility. Thank you Claire! 
 



To our First Church members: thank you for participating in our annual meeting in February. We reached 
quorum and conducted the important business of our church.   
 
With Lent underway, Ash Wednesday marked a special community service at Bethel with Rev. Davis 
imposing ashes and Terry Hennen and Fritz Baumgartner reading Scripture. Such an amazing collaboration 
with the three UCC churches in Elmhurst. Please mark your calendars for services all through March 
continuing to celebrate the season of Lent! 
 
For those willing to be Scripture readers, there will be a sign up sheet in the foyer. We are also reinstating 
parlor hosts so look for those sign up sheets too. 
 
"Many hands make light work" 

 

 

  

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gayle Dawson, Linda Donahue, Jim Molina, Nilesh Reshamwala, Carol Ringhoff, and Mary Swanson 

 

On Sunday, March 26 at 2 pm, Jim Molina will be performing a dedication recital in honor 
of Dr. Stephanie  Marshall for the donation of the Yamaha Grand piano. Joining him will 
be Daniel Ziesemer on violin, Dave Benziger on guitar, Michelle Maiers and Meg 
McGarry on vocals. Music will range from Beethoven to Broadway. 
 
We invite you to come to this free concert as we celebrate this amazing gift. Reception 
will follow. 
  

 

  

GREEN TEAM 
Don Haraf, Carolee Luppino, Gail Ogdon, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob Tracy 

 

Results of Seedling Sale  
Thanks to everyone who preordered Organic Seedlings and helped spread 
the word about our sale. I’m writing this newsletter entry while there are still 
ten hours left for orders to come in and feeling really good. So far, we have 
received 127 orders which total $8,142 in gross sales. By midnight, when we 
shut down our website, I’m confident we will be at or above last year’s 
numbers. Last year, our roughly $8,500 in sales included $1,472 in compost and growing mix sales. We 
were not able to offer that this year, but we more than made up for those numbers by selling more 
seedlings.  
  
But we are not done yet. More seedlings means more to sort into preorders. Seedlings will be delivered on 
Thursday, May 11 and will then need to be sorted into individual orders on Friday, May 12. Based on the 
numbers that have come in so far, we will have a minimum of 1,869 plants, almost 300 more than last year, 
to sort. We are going to need a lot of volunteers to help. Please mark your calendar and plan to be in 
Fellowship Hall on the 12.  
 



Early on the day of the Fair, we’ll also need some help to get all the orders outside before 9:00 AM and 
help with set up for the fair. Beginning at 9:00 AM, we’ll need help with the preorder pick-up, with the day 
of seedlings sale, with manning the church table and with a variety of other things. And then, after we shut 
down at noon, we will need help cleaning up. If you can pitch in on one or more of these days, please mark 
your calendar now. There will be a Sign Up Genius with all the volunteer efforts needed as we get closer to 
May.  
  
Thanks for all your help up until this point, and I very much look forward to everyone’s participation in 
making the Fair a success in May! It’s always a fun event, especially when we all pitch it. Proceeds from the 
sale and the Fair support the church’s general ministries so we all benefit.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Green Team Tip of the Month – March, 2023 
  
Thanks to everyone who has brought in plastic bags for recycling since we instituted 
the program earlier in the year. Keep them coming. What is acceptable? All soft 
plastics that are clean, dry, and free of food residue, including: grocery bags, produce 
bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, Ziploc and other recloseable food 
storage bags, cereal bags, case overwrap, pallet wrap and stretch film. Please no hard plastics like water 
bottles. 
  
Everything collected is going to York High School to support their Eco Club in the Trex Challenge. Thanks to 
our own Adison Goble who is on the Board of the Eco Club. Adison is handling all the bags we bring in. York 
is competing against high schools all over the country in the plastic film recycling challenge sponsored by 
the Trex Company that makes low maintenance composite decking and outdoor living products from 
recycled plastics. Schools who collect the most soft plastic can win a Trex bench and other prizes. Last year, 
York won $2,500, which they used to buy two fountains that could be used to fill water bottles.    
  
I’m sure all of you who regularly read these tips use reusable cloth bags for most of your shopping, but 
somehow plastics still seem to creep into the house. So let’s help our High School students win a victory 
for the environment and for themselves by bringing your plastics to church!    
  
The Green Team: Don Haraf, Carolee Luppino, Gail Ogdon, Karen Pachyn, Claire Richter, Bob Tracy 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

PASTORAL CARE 

Caring for One Another 
Supporting our members during everyday occurrences, ailments, and even the passing away of a loved 
one is highest among our calling as a church. 
 
If you find yourself needing pastoral support, please contact our church office at 630-832-2580. We will 
reach out to Rev. Jan Davis or a member of the pastoral care support team to contact you.  

 



 
 

HERITAGE BUNCH 
 

A group from the Heritage Bunch, or Bunchies as they are called, went on an outing on Sunday, February 
12 to a play production titled "Holmes and Watson". Our very own Kevin Loeper directed the production 
and Meg McGarry was in charge of sound. It was a suspenseful mystery that kept us at the edge of our 
seats. The afternoon also included lunch together. 
 
The heritage Bunch meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. in our church parlor. They also enjoy fun outings like the one on the 12th.  

 

 

Pictured starting from the right: Carolee Luppino, Carol Ringhoff, Linda Donahue, Kevin Loeper, Jan 
Russell, Claire Richter, Martha Mendoza and Ann Thoele 

 

 

  

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 

 
 

9   Sue Forsyth 
14   Morgan Scumaci 
19   Bridget Bixler 

 

23   Ann Thoele 
27   Erin Stone 

 

 



  
 

 

August (Augie) Carlson 
Maxine & Wade Cassidy 

Ed Eckert 
Susan Graybill 

Michelle Maiers 
Virginia and Jim Moss 

Chris Murray 
Joyce O'Connor 

Randy Price 
Basia Rudy 
Bob Tracy 

 

 

 

 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

TITHE.LY 
 

Give with Tithe.ly from anywhere at any time. Download the Tithe.ly giving app to get started. 
You'll find First Congregational United Church of Christ, Elmhurst, IL. Your gift is safe and secure 
and goes directly to our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

Partners in Christ's Service 
 

Pastoral Care 
Rev. Janet Davis 

revjcd40@aol.com 
(630) 400-7747 

 
Church Staff 

Martha Mendoza, Associate Pastor 
Jim Molina, Director of Music 
Heather Cross, Bookkeeper 

Kim Brigman, Office Assistant 
 

Rev. Dr. Ernest H. Huntzinger, Emeritus Minister 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: (630) 832-2580 

Email:  elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.elmhurstucc.org 

Facebook: First Congregational UCC Elmhurst 
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